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CRISIS IN IRAQ

Sy

ONLINE: stripes Latest developments

H i m Obama to send up to 300 to Iraq to help
com/go/lraq ¢ train and advise.
i m ISIL militants hang banners at Beiji oil
i refinery; Baghdad claims it still controls facility.

7y -t e AR

captured Iragi.

B  Humvee outside
"% an'Gil refinery in Beili,
c E:a‘ Iraq, on Thursday.

300

W Obama administration signals al-Maliki
should go, convinced the Shiite leader is
unable to govern.

W Petraeus: “This cannot be the United
States being the air force of Shia militias or
a Shia on Sunni Arab fight.”
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Iraq woes stir fears over Afghanistan

By Donna CassaTa
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The deteri-
orating situation in Iraq is giving
Congress pause about President
Barack Obama’s plan to withdraw
U.S. forces from Afghanistan by
the end of 2016, with fears that
hard-fought gains could be wiped
out by a resurgent Taliban.

Senior Obama administration
officials insist Afghanistan is not
Iraq, with a population far more
receptive to a continued U.S.
presence and the promise of a
new unity government. But the
officials could offer no assuranc-
es that Afghanistan won’t devolve
into chaos after Americans leave,
as Iraq has.

“There’s no guarantee,” De-
fense Secretary Chuck Hagel told
a Senate panel Wednesday. “It is
up to the people of Afghanistan to
make these decisions, their mili-
tary, their new leadership that
will be coming in as a result of
their new government.”

The U.S. military mission in
Irag ended in December 2011
after eight years of war that cost
hundreds of billions of dollars
and more than 4,400 U.S. lives,
a conclusion welcomed by a war-
weary nation. The Obama admin-
istration had proposed keeping
a residual U.S. force in Iraq to
continue training Iraqgis, but
Baghdad rejected Washington’s
demand that its troops be granted
immunity for prosecution while
in the country.

In the absence of the Ameri-
cans, the fast-moving Sunni insur-
gency of the Islamic State of Iraq
and the Levant has prevailed over
Iraqi security forces, conquering
several cities, and is threatening
the government of Prime Minis-
ter Nouri al-Maliki.

Gen. Martin Dempsey, chair-

IN STRIPES man of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
described for Congress on

A i R d 19 d day how some Iragi se-
Business curity forces abandoned the fight

against the ISIL.

“Two divisions and part of two,
and one national police organiza-
tion did in fact throw down their
arms and in some cases collude
with [the ISIL] and in some cases
simply desert in northern Iraq,”
Dempsey said.

L kers fear a replay in Af-

hani after 2016 when U.S.

Firefighters work Thursday near the scene of an attack in

forces leave. Last month, Obama
announced that about 10,000
troops would stay in Afghanistan
at the end of this year but be fully
withdrawn by the end of 2016.

In a private White House meet-
ing Wednesday, Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky.,
pressed Obama about his defini-
tive timetable for drawing down
American troops, especially in
light of the crisis in Irag. The
president defended his plan as
the right approach, according to a
congressional aide familiar with
the talks who wouldn’t discuss
it publicly by name because the
meeting was private.

On Thursday, McConnell pub-
licly criticized Obama, arguing
that the president has decided to
withdraw forces without consid-
ering the ramifications.

“He seems determined to pull
out completely, whether or not
the Taliban is in a position to re-
establish itself, whether or not
al-Qaida senior leadership finds
a more permissive environment
in the tribal areas of Pakistan,
and whether or not al-Qaida has
been driven from Afghanistan
completely — one of our prima-
ry aims in this conflict from the
beginning,” McConnell said in a

Raumat GuL/AP

speech on the Senate floor.

At two separate hearings on
Capitol Hill, Republicans and
Democrats pressed administra-
tion officials about whether histo-
ry would repeatitself and whether
Afghan forces could defend the
country after the U.S. leaves.

The chairman of the Sen-
ate Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, Sen. Bob Menendez, D-N.J.,
asked whether the time line “em-
boldens militants in the country
to wait (us) out.”

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., pre-
dicted a reconstituted Taliban will
threaten Afghanistan as the ISIL
has done in Iraq. “We’ve seen this
movie in Iraqg,” McCain said.

James Dobbins, the State De-
partment’s special representative
for Afghanistan and Pakistan,
countered that in Iraq, “people
didn’t want us and not a single
Iraqi politician was prepared to
advocate our staying. In Afghani-
stan, the people overwhelmingly
want us to stay, and every single
contender in the presidential
election said they would sign the
(bilateral security agreement).”

Western powers are count-
ing on a peaceful transition in
Kabul, but last weekend’s runoff
vote has prompted allegations of

Nangarhar pi

election fraud. Candidates Abdul-
lah Abdullah and Ashraf Ghani
hope to succeed President Hamid
Karzai, who was prevented from
seeking a third term.

At the Senate Appropriations
defense subcommittee hearing,
Sen. Dick Durbin, D-IIL, won-
dered what the U.S. had learned
from Iraq that could be applied to
Afghanistan and whether its forc-
es could defend themselves.

Dempsey said he was con-
cerned about Afghanistan’s fu-
ture and said the U.S. military
would continue to work on build-
ing a resilient Afghan force.

“But at the end of the day, a
security force is only as good as
the instrument that wields it, and
that’s the central government,”
the general said.

He added that Afghans are
“more tenacious fighters than
their Iraqi counterparts.”

The Afghanistan war has lasted
more than a decade, cost billions
of dollars and killed more than
2,100 members of the U.S. mili-
tary. Obama has public sentiment
on his side in taking steps to end
the conflict, while a number of
lawmakers are resistant to keep-
ing U.S. troops in the country be-
yond 2016.




Friday, June 20, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRREREEA] Pace 3

MIDEAST

U.S. soldiers investigate the scene of a suicide attack in Torkham,

PHoTos BY Raumar GuL/AP

Thursday. Afghan officials say three Taliban suicide bombers hrgefhed NATO fuel trucks at the border
with Pakistan, setting off a gunbattle with police guards.

Taliban strike NATO supply
trucks in east Afghanistan

By HeatH DruzIN
Stars and Stripes

KABUL — Three suicide
bombers touched off a battle on
the Afghanistan-Pakistan border
Thursday that destroyed dozens
of trucks carrying NATO mili-
tary gear out of the country, Af-
ghan officials said.

Insurgents attacked a parking
lot at a busy border crossing in
Nangarhar province just before 5
a.m., placing magnetic bombs on
trucks carrying military vehicles
out of the country, according to
Ahmad Zia Abdulzai, spokesman
for the Nangarhar provincial gov-
ernment. The attack sparked an
hourslong gunbattle, leaving all
three attackers dead and three
truck drivers injured.

The trucks were attacked near
the Torkham border crossing
in eastern Afghanistan, a major
transit point for military gear
headed out of the country to the
Port of Karachi in Pakistan. The
attack comes one day after a fuel
tanker was blown up on a road

An Afghan policeman stands guard near the scene of the attack.

gerate the effect of their opera-
tions, claimed responsibility for
Thursday’s attack, saying they
destroyed nearly SO trucks and
more than 90 military vehicles.
Afghan trucking officials have

in eastern Afgh leaving
two civilians dead and six more
injured.

The Taliban, who often exag-

ined that the roads have
gotten more dangerous for their
drivers in the past year, as the
NATO-led International Security

Assistance Force pulls troops
and materiel from the country
ahead of the Dec. 31 deadline for
all foreign combat troops to leave
Afghanistan.

The attack comes at a time of
uncertainty for Afghanistan.
Zubair Babakarkhail contributed
to this report.
druzin.heath@stripes.com
Twitter: @Druzin_Stripes

Bergdahl made false
claims about atrocities,
former colleague says

By TaomAS GIBBONS NEFF
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — An Army
veteran who served alongside Sgt.
Bowe Bergdahl in Afghanistan
said Wednesday that the long-
captive soldier was deeply frus-
trated with the mission and had
lodged false allegations that their
unit had carried out atrocities.

Bergdahl “didn’t understand
why we were doing more hu-
manitarian aid drops, setting up
clinics and helping the populace
instead of hunting the Taliban,”
former Spec. Cody Full told law-
makers during a hearing on the
exchange of Bergdahl for five
Taliban detainees at Guanta-
namo Bay, Cuba. “He wanted to
hunt and kill.”

The House Foreign Affairs
committee held a hearing on
Wednesday on the exchange of
Bergdahl for five Taliban prison-
ers and its implications on U.S.
national security.

The Taliban released Berg-
dahl to U.S. Special Operations
forces on May 31 after he had
spent nearly five years in captiv-
ity. Bergdahl, the last American
servicemember to be held cap-
tive in Afghanistan, went miss-
ing from his remote outpost in
June 2009 and was seized shortly
thereafter.

In exchange for his release, the
Taliban officials were transferred
to Qatar, where they will be held
for a year before being sent back
to Afghanistan.

Both the terms of the prisoner
swap and the Obama administra-
tion’s failure to notify Congress
in advance have been the subject
of persistent criticism. Bergdahl
has also been criticized by some
former members of his unit who
believe he sought to desert the

rmy.

Full, who was honorably dis-
charged and served with Berg-
dahl in the same fire team,
the military’s smallest type of
organized unit, railed against
Bergdahl’s attitude during his
deployment in 2009 and rejected
media reports that he was a sen-
sitive young man trying to define
himself during a time of war. His
handwritten journal, along with
essays, stories and emails provid-
ed to The Washington Post, paint-
ed him as a soldier full of worry

about his own mental health and
the situation in Afghanistan.
“Bergdahl was complaining to
his parents that our platoon was
committing atrocities instead of
helping the local populace,” Full
told members of the House For-
eign Affairs Committee. “But
he was telling our platoon that
we needed to stop trying to win
hearts and minds and focus more
on Killing the Taliban.”
Full also dismissed suggestions
that Bergdahl’s platoon had disci-
pline issues.

4 “It’s a
[Hel wa? ridiculous
complaining %hailrge," a

- ul said.
to his “Security
parents was always

in  place.
that our i 1
I These acts
platoon Was of common
sense  sur-
vival did not
?trocltles jeopardize
instead of  the secu-
he|ping rity or put
he | 1 anyone in
the loca danger.”
populace. Bergdahl,
But he was who is not

. believed to
telling our  have spoken
platoon that tolhls par-

ents  since
we needed his release,
to stop is currently

in: recovering
:iy': hge;ol‘ts in San Anto-
nio, Texas,
and minds  after a brief
stay at Land-
::;’r:":::s stuhl Medi-
cal Center
killing the E G¢rmz:n3
- y e is set to
Taliban. be released
Former Spec. in the com-
Cody Full ing weeks

served with Sgt. following

Bowe Bergdahl the comple-

tion of rein-
tegration treatment.

The Army has opened an inves-
tigation into the circumstances of
Bergdahl’s disappearance and
capture. While the investigation,
led by Maj. Gen. Kenneth Dahl,
has started, there is no concrete
timeline for its completion and
Bergdahl is not expected to speak
with investigators until after he
finishes his recovery.

Pakistan: Military offensive forces 80,000 to flee region

The Associated Press

PESHAWAR, Pakistan — Nearly 80,000
people have fled a tribal region in north-
west Pakistan over the last two days, an
official said, as the military continues its
offensive in the rugged area near the Af-
ghan border.

The military launched the operation in
North Waziristan Sunday night, saying it
was going after militants who have long
used the region as a base from which to
launch terrorist attacks.

A curfew already in place Saturday pre-

vented residents from leaving until it was
lifted Wednesday morning. The offensive
has so far consisted of airstrikes, but the
lifting of the curfew to allow residents to
flee could signal a wider ground offensive
to come.

Arshad Khan, the head of the region’s di-
saster management authority, said 79,000
people left North Waziristan Wednesday
and Thursday. Even before the operation
was announced about 63,000 people had
left because of previous airstrikes and
fears of a larger offensive.

Residents have been streaming out of the

region in trucks, cars and tractors loaded
down with possessions such as mattresses,
fans and television sets. Some have even
brought their livestock.

Almost all have opted to stay with fam-
ily or in rented houses instead of at a camp
established for them.

Pakistan has long been criticized for
failing to target militants in the North
Waziristan region. The U.S. says that mili-
tants such as the Haggani network use
the region as a base from which to attack
Afghan and NATO troops in neighboring
Afghanistan.

B.K. BancasH/AP

Pakistani tribal families arrive in Bannu,
Pakistan, on Wednesday after fleeing
their homes in the northwest region.
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US-Vietnam
ties warming
with China rift

By ERIK SLAVIN
Stars and Stripes

YOKOSUKA NAVAL BASE,
Japan — The United States flag
once flew over 25,000 acres of
airfield and port facilities at Cam
Ranh Bay, one of the military’s
largest bases at the height of the
Vietnam War.

Although it is doubtful that the
valuable South China Sea port
would be shared by U.S. forces,
a hearty welcome from Vietnam
to visiting U.S. warships and
aircraft is growing increasingly
likely.

When China moved a $1 bil-
lion oil rig in May into waters
claimed by Vietnam, the ensu-
ing sea standoff accelerated a
warming U.S.-Vietham military
relationship like few other events
could have, defense analysts and
diplomats told Stars and Stripes
following a regional security
summit this month.

China’s claim to about 90 per-
cent of the South China Sea,
largely based on what it calls
historical discoveries, threatens
Vietnamese claims to resource-
rich waters and islands near their
continental shelf. While the U.S.
takes no position on territorial
sovereignty, Vietnam’s interests
— along with those of several
other nations bordering the South
China Sea — align with U.S. prin-
ciples of freedom of navigation
and international law.

The United States also wants
to protect what is, according to a
2012 U.S. estimate, $1.2 trillion in
U.S. trade transiting along South
China Sea shipping lanes.

“There have been remark-
able strides already made in the
last few years, and it’s been very
rapid since 2010 in terms of U.S.-

Vietnam military relationships,”
said Christian Le Miére, senior
fellow at the International Insti-
tute for Strategic Studies. “Con-
tinued assertiveness by China
in the South China Sea will only
further convince the Vietnamese
that they should be expanding
their international alliances, and
that includes the United States.”

The U.S. Navy has been mak-
ing port visits to Da Nang in re-
cent years, engaging in activities
that started with sports and ship
tours with Vietnamese sailors,
and developed into a joint search-
and-rescue exercise last year.
Greater U.S. Navy access to Cam
Ranh Bay, further south near Nha
Trang, would represent a bigger
step in the military-to-military
relationship.

The deep water port is about
7 miles from open sea and is ca-
pable of accommodating aircraft
carriers, and its facilities recent-
ly underwent millions of dollars
in upgrades. Its airport is used by
both Vietnamese military forces
and by commercial carriers.

U.S. Military Sealift Command
ships have visited for repairs —
the first came along with former
Defense Secretary Leon Panetta
in 2012 — but no active U.S. Navy
ship has visited the port since the
Vietnam War.

On May 31, with senior Chinese
military officials in attendance at
the Shangri-La Dialogue security
summit in Singapore, Vietnam-
ese Defense Minister Gen. Phung
Quang Thanh touted Cam Ranh
Bay to all comers, commercial
and military.

“Vietnam sees that it is a waste
if [Cam Ranh Bay] is not put into
use, so we are considering our
own investments, management
and construction of the port to

Vietnam, in April in support of a low-level exercise between

Jay C. PueH/Courtesy of the U.S. Navy
A Vietnamese officer watches the rescue-and-salvage ship USNS Safeguard steam into Da Nang,

the U.S. and Vietnam. A standoff at sea

between Vietnam and China is accelerating the already warming relationship between the U.S. and
to security lyst:

militaries,

provide services to ships from all
countries,” Thanh said.

However, analysts agree that
Vietnam will take a cautious ap-
proach to engagement with the
U.S., balancing the relationship
with other large powers. Russia
remains Vietnam’s most impor-
tant defense supplier. The Rus-
sians are building six Kilo-class
submarines for the Vietnamese,
and they’ll have a regular pres-
ence at Cam Ranh Bay as well.

Most analysts don’t see the
Russian presence as a sticking
point. But U.S. rotational bas-
ing at Cam Ranh Bay, similar
to the agreement struck earlier
this year granting U.S. access to
Philippine-run bases, is out of the
question for now.

Instead, the U.S. and Vietnam
can send an effective message to
China though regular port visits,
refueling stops and other mea-
sures, said Carlyle Thayer, a pro-
fessor emeritus at the University
of New South Wales in Australia
and Southeast Asia analyst who

was in Hanoi when the China
confrontation began.

Vietnam paved the way for such
engagement on May 20 in a little-
noted but potentially important
decision to join the Proliferation
Security Initiative, Thayer said.

The PSI was created by the
U.S. and Poland in 2003 as an in-
ternational effort to interdict ves-
sels carrying weapons of mass
destruction, and it has since gar-
nered signatories from more than
100 countries.

Vietnam joined with China
in strenuously arguing that the
PSI violated international law,
until Hanoi changed its mind last
month.

“It’s a bait on the hook to re-
quest the United States to assist
in standing up their ability to
conduct maritime reconnais-
sance and surveillance and link
to shore-based radars and other
technical equipment,” Thayer
said.

The additional U.S. presence
could force China to act less ag-

gressively in the area, while at
the same time allowing Vietnam
to show that it took no provocative
action against China.

Although China and Vietnam
have each accused each other of
ramming ships and stoking ten-
sions, itis clear that Vietnam can’t
afford to be the aggressor against
the much larger Chinese fleet.

Vietnam’s ~ functional coast
guard is 40-odd vessels and most
of them are relatively small, at
400 tons or less. China’s coast
guard includes dozens of ships
more than twice that size, and
that’s assuming China sticks to
a pledge of not using its navy —
though Vietnam says China has
already sent warships to the oil
rig confrontation.

“[Vietnam’s fleet] is like a ju-
nior varsity team playing football
against NFL pros,” Thayer said.
“Guess who's going to be pushed
down the field?”

Slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes

Bankruptey of sister firm raises concerns about Naples base landlord

BY STEVEN BEARDSLEY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — An Italian court has
ruled that a sister firm of the company that
owns and maintains the Navy support site
here is bankrupt, raising concerns about
the landlord’s financial shape and the im-
pact of the ruling on the base.

The three-judge panel with a civil court
in Naples ruled this week that the firm Mi-
rabella Spa is financially insolvent, with
no way of meeting its short- and long-term
commitments — including a large sum of
unpaid taxes — and an inability to raise
money through banks.

Mirabella Spa is the construction arm of
Gruppo Mirabella, which includes Mira-
bella SG, the firm that receives $42 million

annually from the U.S. as owner and main-
tainer of the Navy support site in Gricig-
nano d’Aversa. The support site provides
housing, commissary and exchange stores
for families assigned to bases in the area,
including an installation at the Naples air-
port in Capodichino, home to U.S. Naval
Forces Europe-Africa, and NATO’s Joint
Forces Command in nearby Lago Patria.

Naples base commander Capt. Scott
Gray said Gruppo Mirabella warned him
about the ruling last week and assured
him operations on the base would continue
as normal. Several skilled workers on the
base are employees of Mirabella Spa but
are expected to continue working or switch
to another company in Gruppo Mirabella,
Gray said he was told.

“We have not seen any impact,” he said.

“Could there be? Absolutely. That’s why
we’re tracking it.”

The ruling adds to the Navy’s unease
over the financial condition of Gruppo Mi-
rabella, which owns several developments
in the area. Base officials who have worked
closely with the company say it has been
hit hard by the economic recession. Base
workers employed by Mirabella Spa and
Mirabella SG have gone on strike repeat-
edly on claims of irregular pay, causing
‘work to be delayed.

“Absolutely it’s a concern,” Gray said.
“We have gone to them on multiple oc-
casions and said we pay you on time, we
expect you to pay your workers on time so
they show up to work and we don’t suffer
these labor disruptions that affect resi-
dents on the support site.”

Gruppo Mirabella is hoping for a re-
newal of base contracts in 2015, which
would be funded in the coming fiscal year
if approved.

Mirabella Spa owed 63 million euros in
unpaid taxes between 2003 and 2014, ac-
cording toreportsin the Italian newspapers
11 Mattino and Corriere del Mezzogiorno.
Tax authorities raided the company’s of-
fice last summer to seize cash, and they
seized company properties. Banks finally
refused to lend the firm money, according
to reports.

“At this point we have our contingency
plans and we’re watching and waiting to
see what happens,” Gray said.

beardsley.steven@stripes.com
Twitter: @sjbeardsley
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NATO: Russia again ups fo

By JouN VANDIVER
Stars and Stripes

Thousands of Russian troops
are back near the Ukrainian bor-
der, marking an escalation in ten-
sions only weeks after Moscow
began pulling back troops from
the area, NATO’s top official said
Thursday.

“I can confirm that we now see
a new Russian military buildup
— at least a few thousand more
Russian troops deployed to the
Ukrainian border, and we see
troop maneuvers in the neigh-
borhood of Ukraine,” NATO
Secretary General Anders Fogh
Rasmussen said during a visit
at the London-based Chatham
House think tank.

The return of troops to the
border again raises the specter
of further Russian intervention
in Ukraine, which in turn would
prompt an international response,
according to Rasmussen.

“I consider this a very regretta-
ble step backwards and it seems
that Russia keeps the option to
intervene further,” said Rasmus-
sen, as quoted by The Associated
Press. “So the international com-
munity would have to respond
firmly if Russia were to intervene
further. That would imply deeper
sanctions which would have a
negative impact on Russia.”

Rasmussen’s comments come
amid a flurry of military activity.
Last week, NATO accused Rus-
sia of sending several tanks into
Ukraine to support pro-Russia
militants. Moscow has dismissed
the claim.

Rasmussen, speaking in Lon-
don, said Europe most do more
to counter Russia’s increased de-
fense spending.

“Indeed, since 2008, Russia has
increased its defense spending by
around 50 percent while, on aver-
age, NATO allies have decreased
theirs by about 20 percent,” Ras-
mussen said. “This gap needs to
be addressed.”

“If we Europeans want the
United States to remain com-
mitted to European security, we
must show a commitment to pick
up our part of the bill,” Rasmus-
sen said.

Despite the increases in Rus-
sia’s defense spending, its total
remains far below the level of
NATO’s 28 member states. Ac-
cording to statistics compiled by
Stockholm’s International Peace
Research Institute, the combined
defense expenditures of all NATO
nations in 2013 amounted to $1.02
trillion, while Russia’s were $90
billion.

Meanwhile, British jets were
scrambled Tuesday to intercept
several Russian fighters flying
near NATO airspace in the Bal-
tics, where an ongoing alliance
air policing mission has wit-
nessed a spike in Russian activity
in recent years.

The Russian jets were armed,
failed to file a flight plan and
turned off their transponders,
making them a safety hazard and
invisible to commercial air traffic

control, according to a NATO of-
ficial, who spoke under the usual
conditions of anonymity.

“Over the last years we have
seen an increase in Russian air
activity close to our borders. We
think this is because of increas-
ing investment in defense,” the
official said. “These Russian
fighters and bombers were armed
and were not cooperating with ci-
vilian air traffic control, which
is why NATO intercepted them.
I want to stress that at no time
have Russian jets violated NATO

At USAA, we know what it means to serve. That's why we offer

airspace.”

Britain’s Defense Ministry said
its Typhoons intercepted seven
Russian aircraft, which appeared
to be taking part in a training
exercise.

Once airborne, the British jets
identified the aircraft as a Tu-
22 bomber, four Su-27 fighters,
one Beriev A-50 early warning
aircraft and an An-26 transport
aircraft, the defense ministry
reported.

“Since the start of the crisis
in Ukraine we have seen a mod-

-
¥ -

I ~—

rces near Ukraine

est increase in Russian air activ-
ity close to NATO’s northern and
eastern borders,” the NATO offi-
cial said.

The U.S. military said no
American jets were involved in
the intercept.

“Our increase in exercises and
deployments to Poland and the
Baltic nations has been in re-
sponse to their concerns about
Russian military actions in the
region,” the U.S. European Com-
mand said in a statement.

NATO air policing in Baltic air-

v
o p

space has been going on for more
than 10 years. During that time,
NATO aircraft have routinely
identified and escorted Russian
aircraft in its vicinity. Since the
crisis in Ukraine, NATO has tri-
pled the aircraft on alert as part
of the alliance’s effort to reassure
eastern members.

Last week, Russia also sent
bombers near U.S. airspace, fly-
ing close to Alaska and California
and prompting the U.S. Air Force
to scramble fighter aircraft.

vandiver.john@stripes.com

Far from home.
Never far from help.

award-winning customer service, including designated representatives
ready to help you navigate the complex road map of insurance.

Let us serve you.

saa.com | 0

00-531-81110 toll free

USAA®

We know what it means to serve?

Notall products are available to all applicants in all locations. Product availability may vary in some foreign locations due to local laws and restrictions.

Membership and product

ity and underwriting restrictions apply and are subject to change.

Property and casualty insurance provided by United Services Automobile Association, USAA Casualty Insurance Company and USAA General Indemnity Company, which are domiciled in
Texas and are licensed in all 50 United States and D.C., Guam, Puerto Rico, and/or the Virgin Islands; or USAA Limited, which is domiciled and licensed in the United Kingdom. USAA Limited
isauthorized by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority, and is authorized to write insurance under
the Freedom of Services Directive in Azores, Belgium, France, Germany, taly, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and Greece. USAA DfD operatesin Germany as a branch office of United Services
Automobile Association. © 2014 USAR. 205389-0514




Pace 6 SEIRRER R

*STARS AND STRIPES®

Friday, June 20, 2014

MILITARY

Cost of scramble to solve

VA wait crisis:

By Tom PHILPOTT

Like a waiter bringing the check
after a high-spirited meal in a fine
restaurant, the Congressional
Budget Office has dampened some
good vibes among lawmakers who
rushed to solve the access-to-care
crisis for veterans.

CBO estimates the cost of re-
quiring the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs to provide non-VA
medical care to any enrolled vet-
eran who cannot get a VA medi-
cal appointment within 30 days,
or who lives more than 40 miles
from a VA medical facility, to be a
stunning $54 billion annually.

That estimate takes into ac-
count language in both the House
and Senate versions of the bill
that would end new guarantees on
access to non-VA care after two
years. But by then, CBO predicts,
2 million more vets who don’t use
VA care today will be drawn to it
by new ease of access.

Veterans’ service organiza-
tions, though grateful overall, are
worried about unintended conse-
quences of HR 4810, as passed
by the House, and of HR 3230,
as modified and passed by the
Senate. If politicians aren’t truly
committed to treating more vets,
then VA budgets to run existing
facilities could be put at risk, and
many vets won't see gains in ac-
cess in the long term.

Executives of 17 major veter-
ans’ groups and military asso-
ciations shared these and more
concerns in a June 17 letter to
chairmen and ranking members
of the House and Senate veterans
affairs committees. They will
lead House-Senate conferees in
ironing out differences between
their separate bills. Plans are
to have a final bill to President
Barack Obama by July 4.

“While we appreciate the speed
with which you have moved, the
opportunity for veterans organi-
zations and other key stakehold-
ers to provide substantive input
to the process has been limited,”
warned the executives.

One big worry is that in
mandating expansion of VA’s
purchased-care authority, Con-
gress must commit to forcing VA
to accurately estimate and budget
for the added health costs. Con-
gress, in turn, must fully fund the
new authorities and not rely on
budget “gimmicks” or shift funds
from accounts needed to run VA
hospitals, clinics and other health
care programs.

“Unless additional funding is
provided specifically for the ex-
pansion of purchased care, need-
ed care will remain delayed and
VA facilities will be forced to con-
tinue making tradeoffs,” veterans”
groups warned. They fear the VA
having to choose between “pro-
viding additional access through
purchased care [or] expanding
internal capacity for the future
through additional hiring of clini-
cians, purchase of i 1t or

MiLITARY
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expansion of infrastructure.”

The House passed its bill, from
its VA committee chairman, Rep.
Jeff Miller, R-Fla., unanimously.
The Senate bill drew only three
“no” votes, all from Republi-
cans worried about billions of
dollars in unfunded costs. Sens.
Bob Corker, of Tennessee, Ron
Johnson, of Wisconsin and Jeff
Sessions, of Alabama even wrote
to House colleague Miller, usu-
ally a reliable deficit hawk, not to
allow a final bill out of conference
committee that would balloon VA
health budgets.

Miller responded that he “is
committed to paying for the re-
forms in a responsible manner
that is fair to the taxpayers and to
our veterans.”

The Senate-passed Veterans
Access to Care Act from VA
committee chairman Sen. Ber-
nie Sanders, I-Vt,, and Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz., would expand
VA reliance on medical services
contracts with non-VA health
care providers so any eligible vet-
eran who requests VA care gets it
promptly.

CBO calls it “broad new au-
thority” that would entice about
2 million more veterans to enroll
in VA care, many shifting in from
Medicare or Medicaid. The 8.3
million veterans already enrolled
in VA care would seek to increase
their use of VA care by about 75
percent, CBO estimates, given
the new VA mandate on swift ac-
cess or the convenience of local
providers.

“All told,” CBO said, “if the
bill was fully implemented, some
veterans would ultimately seek
additional care that would cost
the federal government about
$54 billion a year, after account-
ing for savings to other federal
programs.”

VA care, the CBO noted, “re-
quires no premiums, imposes
no deductibles and assesses low,
or for many veterans, no copay-
ments” and therefore would be
attractive. But because new ac-
cess mandates are to end after
two years, about 6 million eligible
veterans not currently enrolled

Click today...cash today~
www.militaryloans.com
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“would not change their health
care arrangements for that short
period.”

New authorities in the House
bill would expire two years after
enactment but cover ongoing
treatments up to 60 more days.
Authorities, requirements and
funding under the Senate bill
would expire Sept. 30, 2016.

The Senate tagged its VA wait-
time fix as an emergency appro-
priation, whichlifts arequirement
to find budget offsets to cover the
cost. The House bill isn’t paid for,
except partially with funds once
earmarked for VA employee bo-
nuses. Miller and staff were look-
ing for other offsets.

In a floor statement Wednes-
day, Miller criticized the Senate
for giving VA a “blank check” to
improve access to care. He re-
called “hearing after hearing”
on VA “wasteful spending” and
“bloated bureaucracies.”

“It is imperative that Congress
follow a more methodical ap-
proach to funding new require-
ments, which preserves Congress’
oversight responsibility to protect
taxpayer resources provided on
behalf of America’s veterans.
This is the House position and we
ought to fight for it,” Miller said.
Send comments to Military Update, P.O.
Box 231111, Centreville, VA, 20120, email

milupdate@aol.com or twitter: Tom
Philpott @Military_Update.

DOD: Remains of
17 recovered from
52 Alaska crash

Stars and Stripes

The Department of Defense
announced Wednesday that the
remains of 17 servicemembers
have been recovered from a C-
124 Globemaster aircraft that
crashed in Alaska on Nov. 22,
1952.

A total of 52 crewmembers
and passengers were aboard the
aircraft that departed from Mc-
Chord Air Force Base, Wash.,
and was heading to Elmendorf
Air Force Base, Alaska. Due to
bad weather at the time, search-
and-rescue crews were unable
to locate and recover any of the
servicemembers, according to a
DOD statement.

On June 9, 2012, an Alaska Na-
tional Guard UH-60 Black Hawk
helicopter crew spotted aircraft
wreckage and debris on Colony
Glacier, west of Mount Gannett.
Later that month, recovery oper-
ations began. In 2013, additional
artifacts were visible and JPAC
conducted further recovery
operations.

DOD scientists used forensic
tools and circumstantial evidence
in the identification of 17 service-
members, the DOD statement
said.

The remaining personnel
have yet to be recovered, and
the crash site will continued to
be monitored for future possible

recovery.

The following have been recov-
ered and will be returned to their
families for burial with full mili-
tary honors:

Army

mLt.  Col
Singleton
mPvt. James Green Jr.
mPvt. Leonard A. Kittle
mU.S. Marine Corps
B Maj. Earl J. Stearns

Lawrence  S.

Navy
mCmdr. Albert J. Seeboth

Air Force

m Col. Noel E. Hoblit

mCol. Eugene Smith

m Capt. Robert W. Turnbull

m1st Lt. Donald Sheda

m1st Lt. William L. Turner

mTech. Sgt. Engolf W. Hagen

m Staff Sgt. James H. Ray

ESenior Airman Marion E.
Hooton

HAirman 1st Class Carroll R.
Dyer

mAirman 1st Class Thomas S.
Lyons

B Airman 1st Class Thomas C.
Thigpen

® Airman Howard E. Martin

news@stripes.com
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Screening of migrant child sponsors

By Amy Taxin
The Associated Press

SANTA ANA, Calif. — The
federal government has resumed
checking the fingerprints of peo-
ple other than parents who step
forward to care for migrant chil-
dren detained at the border amid
concern by immigrant advocates
that skipping the screening could
put children at risk.

Kenneth Wolfe, a spokesman for
the Administration for Children
and Families, said late Wednes-
day that the agency overseeing
the shelter program for migrant
children has gone back to a pre-
vious policy of only exempting
parents and legal guardians from
having their fingerprints taken.
He said no child was harmed by
the more lax fingerprint policy.

The number of Central Ameri-

can children apprehended at the
border with Mexico has surged
in recent weeks and could reach
90,000 this year. To speed chil-
dren through shelters and to
free up bed space, officials had
stopped running fingerprint
checks against criminal databas-
es for parents and other sponsors
who offered to care for them, im-
migrant advocates said.

Until last year, advocates said
officials had checked the finger-
prints of all sponsors, including
parents.

“Anytime you are reducing the
requirements, that is a concern,”
said Kimi Jackson, director of the
South Texas Pro Bono Asylum
Representation Project, which
offers know-your-rights presen-
tations to children in detention.
“There are people who will spon-
sor kids out in order to use them

Executions persist
in some states in
spite of concerns

By Jim SALTER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — With Florida
carrying out the nation’s third
execution in less than 24 hours,
some pro-death-penalty states
— particularly in the South — ap-
pear unfazed by the recent furor
over how the U.S. performs lethal
injections.

A botched execution seven
weeks ago in Oklahoma ampli-
fied a national debate about the
secretive ways many states ob-
tain lethal-injection drugs from
loosely regulated compounding
pharmacies. Before Tuesday,
nine executions were stayed or
delayed — albeit some for reasons
not related to the drug question.

Amid the court battles, many
pro-death-penalty states kept
pushing to resume executions,
including the three carried out
during the quick burst this week.
Georgia and Missouri executed
prisoners about an hour apart
late Tuesday and early Wednes-
day, and John Ruthell Henry was
pronounced dead at 7:43 p.m.
EDT Wednesday after receiving
a lethal injection in Florida.

Austin Sarat, professor of juris-
prudence and political science at
Amberst College, said there has
been a regional divide when it
comes to how quickly states are
returning to the business of put-
ting prisoners to death.

“Ithink what you’re going to see
is kind of a division where some
areas, some states, predominant-
ly in the South, are going to dig
in their heels,” Sarat said. “Other
states are going to proceed more
cautiously and impose, if not an
official moratorium, more of a de
facto moratorium until things get
sorted out.”

The executions in Georgia and

Missouri were the first since
April 29, when Oklahoma prison
officials halted the process be-
cause drugs weren’t being admin-
istered properly into the veins of
inmate Clayton Lockett. He died
of a heart attack 43 minutes after
the process began.

Lawyers for death row inmates
have cited concerns that what
happened in Oklahoma could be
repeated, and they’ve challenged
the secretive ways many states
obtain lethal-injection drugs from
loosely regulated compounding
pharmacies.

There appeared to be no notice-
able glitches in the Georgia, Mis-
souri or Florida lethal injections.
Marcus Wellons, 59, was put to
death in Georgia for the 1989
rape and murder of a 15-year-old
girl. In Missouri, John Winfield,
46, was executed for killing two
women in St. Louis County in
1996.

Henry, 63, was convicted of
Kkilling his estranged wife and her
son in 1985.

Four states are responsible for
21 of the 23 executions so far this
year: Texas with seven, Florida
with six, Missouri with five and
Oklahoma with three. Georgia
and Ohio have performed one
each.

Richard Dieter, executive di-
rector of the Death Penalty In-
formation Center, a nonprofit that
opposes executions and tracks
the issue, said that while 32 states
still have the death penalty on the
books, the number of states actu-
ally performing executions has
dropped sharply. Pennsylvania,
for example, still has the death
penalty but hasn’t executed any-
one since 1999. Utah has had one
execution since 2000. Maryland
and Washington had two in that
same span.

Shud i
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Sue OcroCKI/AP

A vehicle on Tuesday is driven by one of the entrances to Fort Sill,
Okla., where hundreds of immigrant children are being housed
temporarily.

for things that are not in their
best interest.”
Immigrant advocates say rising

gang violence and threats have
driven the children to leave their
countries and trek across Mexico

resumes

to reach the United States. Since
last month, the Obama admin-
istration has opened temporary
shelters on military bases to help
care for the children until they
can be reunited with sponsors,
preferably parents or close adult
relatives. Most of the children are
reunited with family, according
to Wolfe’s agency.

Advocates say the government
faces a daunting task of balancing
speed and safety when releasing
the children, many who are flee-
ing violent crime back home, to
relatives or friends they haven’t
seen in years.

The average stay of a migrant
child in a shelter is now near 35
days. It was 61 days between
2008 and 2010 in a study of 14,000
children by the Vera Institute of
Justice.
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Timely warning saves residents in storm

Tornado strikes SD
town, destroying
homes; only 2 hurt

By CarsoN WALKER
The Associated Press

WESSINGTON SPRINGS, S.D.
— A timely warning allowed an
entire South Dakota city to shel-
ter from a tornado that razed doz-
ens of homes and businesses but
injured only two people, officials
said Thursday.

Dedrich Koch, a Jerauld Coun-
ty prosecutor, said everyone was
accounted for after the twister hit
Wessington Springs just before 8
p.m. Wednesday.

Tornado alarms sounded sev-
eral times, prompting residents
to head to the city’s emergency
shelter in the basement of the
courthouse, Koch said.

Ten businesses were destroyed
and at least 43 houses were dam-
aged or destroyed in the city of
about 850 residents, he said early
Thursday.

National Weather Service me-
teorologist Todd Heitkamp said
law enforcement in Wessington
Springs reported that the tornado
went right “through the heart of
town.”

The American Legion, a bar,
an auto dealer and several farms
were destroyed or damaged.

“Right now we are securing
areas,” Koch said late Wednes-

Brian Kirk, KDLT/AP

A tornado hit Wessington Springs, S.D., on Wednesday, damaging homes and businesses and injuring two people, according to the National
Weather Service and a hospital spokeswoman.

day. “We’ll assess damage and
cleanup in the morning when we
get some light.”

Lindsey Meyers, spokeswoman
for Avera Health, said a woman
was treated at the hospital in
Wessington Springs and that she
is in good condition.

Koch said that woman and her
husband suffered minor injuries
when the tornado hit their home
near Alpena, about 15 miles east
of Wessington Springs. He had no
further details and did not iden-
tify the couple.

Gov. Dennis Daugaard arrived
in the city about 125 miles north-
west of Sioux Falls late Wednes-
day. He issued a statement saying
at least 100 South Dakota Nation-

Teacher raped after being
left alone with sex offender

The Associated Press

PHOENIX — A teacher at an
Arizona prison was alone in a
room full of sex offenders before
being stabbed and sexually as-
saulted by a convicted rapist, ac-
cording to documents obtained
by The Associated Press about an
attack that highlighted major se-
curity lapses at the facility.

The attack occurred Jan. 30
at the Eyman prison’s Meadows
Unit, which houses about 1,300
rapists, child molesters and
other sex offenders. The teacher
was administering a high school
equivalency test to about a half-
dozen inmates in a classroom
with no guard nearby and only
a radio to summon help. The De-
partment of Corrections issued
only a bare-bones press release
after the attack, but the AP pieced
together what I d based on

tors that she screamed for help,
but none came. Afterward, Har-
vey tried to use her radio to call
for help. It had apparently been
changed to a channel the unit’s
guards didn’t use, so Harvey let
the woman use a phone, accord-
ing to the reports.

Carl ToersBijns, a former dep-
uty warden at the prison, said the
assault highlights chronic under-
staffing and lax security policies
that put staff members at risk.

“Here you’ve got a guy that
commits a hell of a crime ... and
he’s put into an environment that
actually gives him an opportunity
to do his criminality because of a
lack of staffing,” said ToersBijns,
who was deputy warden at the
Eyman prison in Florence until
retiring in 2010 and oversaw the
Meadows Unit for 19 months.

Department of Corrections

interviews and investigatory re-
ports obtained under the Arizona
Public Records Act.

After the last of the other in-
mates left, Jacob Harvey asked
the teacher if she could open the
bathroom and then attacked her,
records show. Harvey is accused
of stabbing her in the head with
a pen, forcing her to the ground
and raping her.

The teacher told investiga-

Doug Nick said class-
rooms at prisons across the state
are having cameras installed.
But he said no administrative
investigation was launched be-
cause there was no need, and no
one was disciplined. He said all
prisons are dangerous places and
staff are trained accordingly.

Nick also said that not having
a guard in classrooms or nearby
“follows accepted corrections
practices nationwide.”

al Guard soldiers and equipment
would be deployed to the city.

The city was without power
overnight and Koch said gen-
erators would be made available.
Meyers said some of the hospi-
tal’s windows were broken in the
storm and that the facility was op-
erating on backup power.

He said the Red Cross would
provide bedding and food for dis-
placed residents.

Jaime Hoefert, of Wessington
Springs, told KELO-TV she saw
the tornado move over hills and
through the town.

“We did see atleast three homes
destroyed with lots of structural
damage around that area on the

CoNNor McCROREY, TVNWEATHER.CoM/AP

National Weather Service meteorologist Todd Heitkamp confirmed that
a tornado touched near Alpena, S.D., on Wednesday as well as nearby
south side of town,” Hoefert said.

in Woonsocket and Wessington Springs.
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Suit: Eagle death
permits are illegal

Federal rule allows wind-energy companies
to kill birds for 25 years without prosecution

By Dina CAPPIELLO
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A con-
servation group says it’s suing
the Obama administration over
a new federal rule that allows
wind-energy companies to seek
approval to kill or injure eagles
for 30 years.

The lawsuit from the Ameri-
can Bird Conservancy was ex-
pected to be filed Thursday in
federal court in San Jose, Calif.
A copy of the complaint was ob-
tained by The Associated Press
on Wednesday.

The group argues that the rule,
which extended by 25 years the
length of time companies may
kill or injure eagles without fear
of prosecution, is illegal because
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice failed to evaluate the conse-
quences and ensure it would not
damage eagle populations. The
Obama administration classi-
fied the rule as an administrative

change, excluding it from a full
environmental review.

“In the government’s rush to
expand wind energy, shortcuts
were taken in implementing this
rule that should not have been al-
lowed,” said Michael Hutchins, the
national coordinator of the conser-
vancy’s wind energy program.

Under President Barack Obama,
wind energy has exploded as a
pollution-free energy source that
can help reduce the gases blamed
for global warming. But it is not
without environmental costs.

An AP investigation last year
d dd feacle dea]

at wind farms, findings later con-
firmed by federal biologists. Each
one is a violation of federal law, but
the Obama administration to date
has prosecuted only one company,
Duke Energy Corp., for killing 14
eagles and 149 other birds at two
Wyoming wind farms.

The wind energy industry
sought the change to reduce its
liability.

Self-defense

By SADIE GURMAN
The Associated Press

DENVER — A Colorado pros-
ecutor said he’s frustrated that the
state’s “Make My Day” law pre-
vents him from charging a man
who killed an acquaintance dur-
ing a drunken brawl that spilled
into his home, becoming the lat-
est test to self-defense gun laws
nationwide.

The New Year’s Day shooting
involving “foolish, drunken chil-
dren” likely was not what lawmak-
ers had in mind when they adopted
Colorado’s law, Mesa County Dis-
trict Attorney Pete Hautzinger
said. It protects homeowners from
prosecution for using deadly force
when someone illegally enters
their home and there’s reason to
believe that person will commit a
crime.

Self-defense laws such as Col-
orado’s have received renewed
attention recently after deadly
shootings in Montana, Minnesota
and Nevada.

After a six-month investigation,
Hautzinger decided last week
not to file charges against Joseph
Hoskins, 36, in the death of Randy
Cook, 47.

After a night of drinking at a
party in the western Colorado city
of Grand Junction, Cook and an-
other man went to fight Hoskins
outside his house. The fight moved
inside and to Hoskins’ bedroom,
where the homeowner said Cook

gun laws again put to test

tried to snatch away his shotgun.
Hoskins tackled Cook and shot
him, according to Hoskins’ ac-
count of the night, which was re-
layed to investigators through an

attorney.
‘Th “These
ese grown men,
rown otherwise
8! men Dasicall
- asically
- ac“ng upstanding,
like drunken law-abiding
- citizens, are
Chlldren’ acting like
and as a drunken
resu“’ a children,
and as a re-
good man sult, a good
ot killed, man got
gnd I can't killed, ~ and
can’t hol
hold anyone anyone. ac-
accountable {2720
for it in the
for it in the criminal
) justice sys-
S:I‘Ih?ll‘lal tem,” Haut-
justice zinger  told
system.? The Associ-
yS N ated Press.
Pete Hautzinger ok ap-
Mesa _Col_Jnty, Colo., parently
District Attomey had no in-
volvement

in an ongoing Facebook feud be-
tween Hoskins and the other man
that had been brewing for days
before they decided to square off,
he said.

“It sticks in my craw to be un-
able to hold Joseph Hoskins

accountable for his actions,” Haut-
zinger said.

Hoskins did not return calls
seeking comment, and his attor-
ney, Terry Ryan, said he could not
talk about the case.

Cook’s brother, Stacey Cook,
said aspects of the investigation re-
main undone. Prosecutors should
have looked more closely at video
evidence showing Cook walking
away from the brawl and Hoskins
following and taunting him before
they fought, he said.

Beginning with Florida in 2005,
at least 22 states have expanded
the self-defense principle known
as the “castle doctrine,” the prem-
ise that a person has the right to
defend his or her home against
attack. Colorado was not among
them. The broadened laws say the
doctrine can be applied to con-
frontations outside the home.

The laws make it easier for a
person to shoot someone and avoid
prosecution by saying they felt an
imminent danger, which has in-
creasingly placed the burden on
prosecutors to prove self-defense
did not occur, said Steven Jansen,
vice president of the Washington-
based Association of Prosecuting
Attorneys.

“It has created an increase in
investigation and an increase in
frustration among prosecutors
when trying to make decisions,”
he said. “You have to proactively
anticipate that self-defense is
going to be claimed.”
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Levant after authorities urged Iraqis to help battle ii in

Obama: US will send up
to 300 military to Iraq

Servicemembers to act in advisory role to help Iragi forces

By LARA JAKES
AND JULIE PACE
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Edging back
into a military role in Iraq, Presi-
dent Barack Obama on Thursday
said he was dispatching up to 300
military advisers to help quell the
rising insurgency in the crum-
bling state. He called on Iraqi
leaders to govern with a more
“inclusive agenda” to ensure the
country does not descend into
civil war.

Though not specifically men-
tioning airstrikes, an option
the U.S. has been considering,
Obama said he was leaving open
the possibility of “targeted” mili-
tary action in the future. He said
the U.S. also would increase its
intelligence efforts in Iraq and
create joint operations centers in
Baghdad and northern Irag.

When coupled with previously
announced steps, Obama’s ac-
tions could put about 600 ad-
ditional U.S. troops back on the
ground in Iraq. The 300 military
advisers he announced Thurs-
day would join up to 275 being
positioned in and around Iraq to
provide security and support for
the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad and
other American interests.

But he was adamant that U.S.
troops would not be returning to
combat.

“We do not have the ability to
simply solve this problem by send-
ing in tens of thousands of troops
and committing the kinds of blood

Kuario Monammep/AP

Iraqi Shiite tribal fighters raise their weapons and chant Sbﬁ!ls against the Islamif: State of Iraq and the
on W

and treasure that has already
been expended in Iraq,” Obama
told reporters in the White House
briefing room. “Ultimately, this is
something that is going to have to
be solved by Iraqis.”

Sketching a dire situation,
Obama called this a moment
when “the state of Iraq hangs in
the balance.”

He stopped short of calling for
Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki to resign, saying “it’s not
our job to choose Iraq’s leaders.”
But he said those leaders “must
rise above their differences and
come together” for the sake of
their nation.

“Only leaders that can govern
withaninclusive agenda are going
to be able to truly bring the Iragi
people together and help them
through this crisis,” he said.

Offering a hopeful thought,
Obama added that as the pros-
pect of civil war heightens, many
Iraqis leaders are “stepping back
and saying, ‘let’s not plunge back
into the abyss.””

Obama spoke after meeting
with his national security team
to discuss military options and
consider how strongly to press
al-Maliki to undertake changes
and make his government more
inclusive. Top U.S. officials be-
lieve that giving more credence
to Sunni concerns about al-Maliki
may offer the best opportunity to
stave off another deadly round of
sectarian fighting of the kind that
engulfed Iraq less than a decade
ago.

's Sadr City

U.S. officials have been con-
cerned that pushing al-Maliki
too hard might stiffen his resolve
to stay in office and drive him
closer to Iran, which is seeking to
keep the Shiite leader in power.
However the administration does
want to see evidence of a leader-
ship transition plan being put in
place in Iraq.

Obama said the U.S. military
advisers’ role would be to “assess
how we can best train, advise and
support Iraqi security forces.”

“American forces will not be
returning to combat in Irag, but
we will help Iragis as they take
the fight to terrorists who threat-
en the Iraqi people in the region
and American interests as well,”
he said.

Asked later whether the U.S.
was opening the door broader
military involvement, Obama
said: “I think we always have to
guard against mission creep. So,
let me repeat what I've said in the
past: American combat troops
are not going to be fighting in
Iraq again.”

The U.S. withdrew the last
American troops from Iraq in late
2011 after more than eight years
of war and the loss of more than
4,400 U.S. lives.

But faced with a growing Sunni
insurgency, Iraq’s government
has asked the U.S. to launch
airstrikes to contain a militant
group that seized Mosul, Tikrit
and other towns in Iraq as the
country’s military melted away.

Crisis in Iraq prompts
soul-searching among
vets who served there

BY GREG JAFFE
AND KEVIN MAURER
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The sudden
collapse of Iraqi forces in the face
of lightly armed insurgents has
catalyzed an emotional debate
within the U.S. military about
a war that, just a few years ago,
seemed on the brink of going
down in history as a success.

In an echo of the post-Vietnam
era, some military officers be-
lieve the war could and should
have been won. They blame civil-
ian leaders — chief among them
President Barack Obama — for
failing to press harder for a po-
litical agreement that would have
allowed the military to remain on
the ground long enough to secure
victory.

“Anyone who was there during
the surge came away very encour-
aged about the future of the coun-
try if we had continued to stay
engaged,” said retired Col. Peter
Mansoor, who served as a top ad-
viser to Gen. David Petraeus in
Baghdad and wrote a history of
the latter years of the war.

That argument is deeply remi-
niscent of the aftermath of Viet-
nam War, when the Army blamed
its defeat on President Lyndon B.
Johnson and other micromanag-
ing civilian leaders who put re-
strictions on the military’s use
of firepower and chose bombing
targets from the White House.

It’s countered by others who
witnessed the chaos of the war
up close. On his Facebook page,
Maj. Andrew Rohrer, who served
in Iraq as a junior officer, blamed
feuding Iraqi politicians for the
country’s collapse, calling the
war “an Iraqi problem that we
never could have fixed in a hun-
dred years.”

Gen. Martin Dempsey, the
chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff, on Wednesday acknowl-
edged both arguments. The Iraqi
army and police needed a longer-
term U.S. military advisory pres-
ence to help with planning and
logistics, he said, but a few thou-
sand U.S. advisers wouldn’t have
prevented the chaos caused by
the Iraqi political leaders’ score-
settling and sectarian behavior.

“The problem today is that the
[Iragi] government hasn’t acted
responsibly,” Dempsey said in
Senate testimony.

How the U.S. military resolves
today’s internal debate could have
profound implications for the
shape of its future force. Those
who blame America’s political
leaders for the recent failings in
Iraq are more likely support a
big, conventional military that
can, if needed, function as an ef-
fective occupation force. Skeptics
are more inclined to champion a
smaller military that relies more
heavily on precision firepower,
technology and advisers to sup-
port local fighters and minimize
America’s potential losses.

The outcome of this internal
debate could also influence the

advice that top generals give re-
garding future conflicts. “Iraq
has become a proxy for the de-
bate about Afghanistan, Syria
and Iran,” said Peter Feaver, a
Duke University political scien-
tist and former National Security
Council official.

For both sides, the debate
over who lost Iraq remains raw
and emotional. Many of today’s
military officers still carry fresh
memories of friends Kkilled in
battle.

“My sadness is not for the
Iragis, but for the wasted effort so
many of us gave and bought at so
high a price,” said one Army of-
ficer who was granted anonymity
to discuss his feelings about the
conflict.

Today, most Iraq War veterans
feel tremendous pride in their ser-
vice, mixed with a deep cynicism
regarding the war’s goals and its
outcome. A Washington Post poll
of Iraq and Afghanistan veterans
taken a few months before the re-

cent chaos
£ found that
1 don’t only ‘b44
- percent e-
think the lieved the
military lost Ihrag; bwar
i a een
in lraq. We () g
created a ing. Nearly
window of 90 percent,
. though, said
Opportunlty. they would
It just didn’t volunteer
break the 10 Ve
N again.
Iragis’ way.”  Those
Col. Steve Somewhat
Miska contradic-
tory feel-
ings have

grown more intense in recent
days. As the president weighed
his military options in Iraq,
Col. Steve Miska, who spent 40
months in the country, called his
brother, who is also a veteran of
multiple Iraqi tours. The war had
consumed much of the two broth-
ers’ lives since the 2003 inva-
sion. Now the two career soldiers
— one an officer, the other a ser-
geant major — were on the verge
of retirement.

“What a mess,” Miska texted
his brother as ISIL troops pressed
towards Baghdad last week.

“Hopefully all our guys that
gave their lives didn’t do it for
nothing,” his brother replied.

The two then spoke on the
phone. Miska insisted that their
service — especially during the
2007 surge — had made a differ-
ence in Iraq. At that point in the
war, Sunni and Shia death squads
had taken hold of the capital. “T
have no doubt that we helped stop
a civil war,” Miska recalled telling
his brother. “I have no doubt we
saved thousands of Iraqi lives.”

For him, the current mess
in Iraq defies any simple
explanation.

“I don’t think the military lost
in Iraq,” Miska said. “We created
a window of opportunity. It just
didn’t break the Iraqis’ way.”
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Militants fly flags over large oil refinery

By SaMEER N. Yacous
AND QAsSIM ABDUL-ZAHRA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqgi soldiers
and helicopter gunships battled
Sunni militants for a third day
on Thursday for control of Iraq’s
largest oil refinery, the loss of
which would be a devastating
symbol of the Baghdad govern-
ment’s powerlessness in the face
of a determined insurgency hos-
tile to the West.

The two sides held different
parts of the sprawling Beiji facil-
ity, which extends over several
square kilometers of desert. The
facility accounts for just over a
quarter of the country’s entire re-
fining capacity and goes toward
domestic consumption for things
like gasoline, cooking oil and fuel
for power stations.

The militants, led by the al-
Qaida-inspired Islamic State
of Iraq and the Levant, clearly
hope to get millions of dollars in
revenue from operating the re-
finery — as they did for a while
after seizing oil fields in neigh-
boring Syria. More broadly, how-
ever, capturing the facility could
weaken Prime Minister Nouri al-

Maliki’s hold on power by calling
into question his ability to stop
the militants’ advance anywhere
in Iraq.

A witness who drove past the
facility said the militants manned
checkpoints around it and hung
their black banners on watch-
towers. He spoke on condition
of anonymity because he feared
reprisals.

One of the militants laying siege
to the refinery confirmed by tele-
phone that the facility remained
in government hands, saying he-
licopter gunships slowed the in-
surgents’ advance. The militant
identified himself only by his
alias, Abu Anas, but there was
no way to verify his identity or
location.

A top Iraqi security official also
said the government still held the
facility but that the refinery’s
wokers were evacuated to nearby
villages.

The army officer in charge of
protecting the refinery, Col. Ali
al-Qureishi, told state-run Irag-
iya television by telephone that
the facility remained under his
control. He said his forces had
killed nearly 100 militants since
Tuesday.

AP photo

Smoke rises from an oil refinery in Beiji, Iraq, on Thursday.

Photos obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press showed the charred
skeletons of destroyed army ve-
hicles sitting by a road that runs
past the facility. The photos, taken
Thursday, also show U.S.-made
Humvees captured by the mili-
tants flying jihdish banners and
heavily armed militants manning
a checkpoint. In the background,

there is heavy black smoke rising
up from the refinery.

Any lengthy outage at Beiji
risks long lines at the gas pump
and electricity shortages, adding
to the chaos already facing Iraq.
It produces around 300,000 bar-
rels per day.

Gasoline produced at the refin-
ery largely goes to northern Iraq

and its closure has caused a short-
ageintheregion. InIribilin Iraq’s
Kurdish region, lines stretched
for miles for open gas stations as
angry motorists shouted at each
other. Some bought fuel to power
generators as electricity went out
in some areas held by the Islamic
State.

“Everybody in Mosul and the
(northern) Nineva province is
coming to Kurdistan to fill up on
gas,” said a resident of a village
near Mosul who gave his name
as Mohammed. “And they don’t
have enough here.”

The assault on the refinery also
has affected global gasoline pric-
es, as the U.S. national average
price reached $3.68 per gallon,
the highest price for this time of
year since 2008, the year gasoline
hit its all-time high in America.

Itisn’tclear what the insurgents
would do if they fully captured
Beiji. In Syria, the Islamic State
has control of some smaller oil
fields, but government air raids
have limited their ability to profit
from them. Militants have, how-
ever, refined oil into usable fuel
products at primitive refineries.

Sykes-Picot Agreement: Line in the sand still shapes Middle East

The Sykes-Picot line dividing the Middle East
during World War | between Britain and France

By SLoBopaN LEKIC
Stars and Stripes

The stunning victories by Is-
lamic militants in northern Iraq
have drawn attention to a militant
group whose goal is an Islamic
state encompassing parts of Iraq,
Syria and other countries of the
eastern Mediterranean.

To outsiders, the goals sound
delusional. But many Arab politi-
cians have complained for years
that the current political divisions
of the Middle East are artificial,
drawn by European imperialists
of a bygone age to keep the Arab
peoples weak and divided.

Here’s a look at who’s respon-
sible for the current borders in
the Middle East that the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant is
fighting so hard to redraw:

Sykes-Picot Agreement

In the midst of World War I,
two minor French and British of-
ficials, Mark Sykes and Francois-
Georges Picot, held a series of
secret meetings in 1915 during
which they drew a blueprint to
carve up the Ottoman Empire,
which was fighting alongside
Britain and France’s German
enemy.

Sykes and Picot divided Otto-
man territories in what was once
called the Fertile Crescent into
British and French zones of in-
fluence along an east-west axis
stretching from the Mediterra-
nean to Iran.

France was allocated Syria and
Lebanon, while Britain would
control what is now Israel, the
Palestinian territories, Jordan
and most of Iraq.

Britain had long coveted the re-
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gion to secure land and sea routes
to British India. Britain offered
a piece to France and to Russia
as incentives to continue the war
against Germany, though the Rus-
sians disavowed the deal after the
Bolshevik Revolution took Russia
out of the conflict in 1917.

Under pressure from President
Woodrow Wilson, who insisted
local populations determine their
own political future, the Brit-
ish and the French agreed not to
colonize the region outright but
instead to establish “indigenous
governments and administra-
tions in Syria and Mesopotamia,”
or Iraq.

After Wilson suffered a stroke
in 1919, the two European powers

Noca Ami-rav/Stars and Stripes

dropped the pretense and estab-
lished direct rule over the newly
acquired territories.

Although there was some
change in the 1915 division, in-
cluding expanding Britain’s
control of northern Iraq and drop-
ping claims on what is now part
of Turkey, the basic division into
French and British zones, along
artificial borders drawn up in
secret by outsiders, was the basis
for the modern borders between
Syria and Iraq.

What did Arabs think?

Sykes and Picot never con-
sulted local inhabitants or politi-
cal leaders in the Middle East. In

fact, the world learned of the plan
only after the new, communist
government in Russia published
the text in party newspapers.

According to James Barr, au-
thor of the book “A Line in the
Sand: Britain, France and the
struggle that shaped the Middle
East,” many officials in Britain,
France and the United States re-
alized the flaws of the plan and
that “the Arabs weren’t getting
anything.”

A major flaw: Britain had en-
couraged local Arab leaders,
including the ancestor of the Jor-
danian royal family, to join a re-
volt against the Ottoman Turks,
promising them an independent
Arabkingdom in the former Turk-
ish territory. Much of what the
Arabs expected ended up under
French and British control.

The British then subdivided
their zone into Palestine, Jordan
and Iraq. Britain installed two
sons of their chief Arab ally onto
the thrones of new kingdoms in
Jordan and Iraq, but held on to
most of the power itself.

The affected territories — Leb-
anon and Syria in the French
zone and Iraq, Jordan, Israel and
Kuwait in the British zone — did
not achieve full independence
until after World War IT.

Were Arabs sat

Yes and no. Since World War II,
several Arab nationalist leaders
and pan-Arab movements have
attempted to unite the countries
established as aresult of the Sykes-
Picot divisions. Arab nationalists,
most of them secularists, argued
that the colonial-era divisions
were designed to keep the Arabs
weak and divided, depriving them

of the glories of Medieval Islamic
empires that were once far more
advanced in education, science,
trade and governance than their
European contemporaries.

Egyptian President Gamal
Abdel Nasser sought repeat-
edly but unsuccessfully to unite
his country with the republics
of Syria, Iraq and Yemen. Plans
to unify Jordan and Iraq, whose
kings were from branches of the
same family installed by the Brit-
ish, fell apart after the Iraqi king
was overthrown in 1958.

Saddam Hussein, who at the
time was vice president, ousted
the president and seized full
power in 1979 to block a planned
unification of Syria and Iraq,
which would have sidelined him
politically.

Palestine

Separately from the Sykes-Picot
agreement, the British govern-
ment in 1917 agreed to “view with
favour the establishment in Pal-
estine of a national home for the
Jewish people,” despite opposition
from local Arabs who formed the
vast majority of the population.
Sykes and Picot had agreed that
an “international administration”
would be established in an area
that was later to become Palestine,
but London never implemented
that part of the accord.

Sykes died in Paris in 1919
of flu, without seeing his plan
implemented. He was 39. Picot,
the great-uncle of former French
President Valery Giscard
d’Estaing, died in Paris in 1951 at
the age of 80.

lekic.slobodan@stripes.com
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Militant an unlikely leader before Benghazi

By ErIN CUNNINGHAM,
NizAR SARIELDIN
AND Davip A. FAHRENTHOLD
The Washington Post

TRIPOLI, Libya — Ahmed Abu Khatta-
la— the Islamist militant captured by U.S.
forces in Libya during the weekend — did
not seem to have the personality for leader-
ship. He was a standoffish oddball, the son
of a government employee, who had spent
more than a decade in the brutal prisons of
ruler Moammar Gadhafi.

But, in the chaotic time after Gadhafi’s
fall, Abu Khattala had two credentials that
led people to follow him. The prison time
was one. The other was a fierce disdain
for anyone who had worked with Gadhafi’s
government.

In a country full of guns and anger,
Khattala came to command his own mili-
tia. He appeared to be untainted in a coun-
try where few leaders had no connections
to the hated, old leadership.

Commanding a brigade “is a very com-
plicated task, and he
is a very simple man,”
said Mohamed Abu
Sidra, a prominent
member of Libya’s
General National Con-
gress, who had spent
time in prison with
Abu Khattala. At the
time, Abu Sidra said,
he was surprised to
hear that Abu Khatta-
la — known in prison
as a loner who talked to himself — was in
charge of something so big.

Now, Khattala’s militia is blamed for
two of the most infamous acts of violence
in Libya’s bloody postrevolutionary years.
One was the 2011 killing of Gen. Abdul
Fattah Younis, a former Gadhafi loyalist
who had defected to lead the rebels fight-
ing the ruler.

The other was the reason that Abu Khat-
tala was snatched in a joint Special Op-
erations-FBI mission last weekend. Abu
Khattala is suspected of serving as a ring-
leader in the attacks on an American com-
pound in Benghazi in 2012 that left four
dead, including Ambassador Christopher
Stevens.

By 2012, the formal militia he com-
manded during the uprising had been dis-
mantled, but people here say he had a core
following of mostly young jihadists and
Islamists from his neighborhood whom he
could rally and that he was giving orders to

IrAHIM ALAGURI/AP

Glass, debris and overturned furniture are strewn inside a room Sept. 12, 2012,
in the U.S. consulate in Benghazi, Libya, after an attack that killed four Americans,

including Ambassador Chris Stevens.

them on the night of the Benghazi attack.

Since then, however, it appears that the
personality that had briefly turned Abu
Khattala into a leader had turned him into
aloner again.

He was said to move about Benghazi by
himself — a reckless decision, because
both the Americans and a renegade anti-
Islamist general were probably looking for
him. Some of the more powerful militias
had tried to rein in his and put

1991 by the Gadhafi government for his in-
volvement in Islamist militant activities in
Benghazi. Soufan said Abu Khattala spent
a long stint in the infamous Abu Salim
prison in Tripoli.

He apparently was released in 2004 as
part of an amnesty program sponsored by
Saif al-Islam Gadhafi, the dictator’s son.

After his release, Abu Khattala—a burly
man — had started a small construction
hiring local youths

him under their protection, according to
one former Benghazi fighter who spoke on
the condition of anonymity because of po-
tential backlash.

“His followers are shocked” by the news
of his capture, the former fighter said from
Benghazi. “They can’t believe it.”

Abu Khattala is apparently in his early
40s; his exact age is unclear. Ali Soufan,
a former FBI agent who tracks extrem-
ists, said Abu Khattala was born in 1973
in Benghazi. Soufan said he comes from a
middle-class Libyan family; his father was
a government employee and is now retired.
He has a younger brother who was born in
1975 and works in the medical field, Sou-
fan said.

Abu Khattala was arrested in about

to help pamt and build houses, his neighbor
said. In 2012, he told reporters from the
Reuters news agency that he did not attend
university, had never left the country and
was unmarried.

“He was a quiet man, a mysterious man,”
said a neighbor, who spoke on the condition
of anonymity for fear of retribution from
Islamist militias there. Others who met
Abu Khattala in Benghazi describe him as
extremely serious and resolutely opposed
to the efforts to build a democratic state.

“Nobody in the neighborhood really
knew him,” the neighbor said, adding that
even he was unsure if Abu Khattala had
married.

In 2011, a rebellion against Gadhafi
began in the east of Libya, where Benghazi

is located. Abu Khattala used his local net-
work to collect money for food, clothes and
even weapons for the fighters.

Eventually, Abu Khattala took up arms,
himself. He started a small Islamist mili-
tia called Obeida ibn al-Jarrah and later
came to ally himself with Ansar al-Sharia,
though militia leaders here say that rela-
tionship is somewhat murky. That militia,
whose name means “partisans of Islamic
law,” espouses an extremely conservative
Salafist strain of Islam.

“He is a jihadist,” said Adel Hasi, a for-
mer rebel commander who last met with
Abu Khattala earlier this year to discuss
building an Islamic state in Libya. Unlike
the rest of the brigades fighting Gadhafi,
Abu Khattala “refused to cooperate with
any army or police who had defected to the
rebels,” he said.

Abu Khattala lived in the family home in
the al-Laithi district of Benghazi, known
for its unusually large population of Is-
lamist militants, according to locals. The
modest, concrete-brick home remains un-
painted and is a drab, steely gray. In the
salon where Abu Khattala receives guests,
two flags adorned with the Muslim profes-
sion of faith, and associated with al-Qaida
and jihadist movements, are mounted on a
wooden cabinet.

The evening of Sept. 11, 2012, brought an
unprecedented level of scrutiny to Islamist
groups in Benghazi. That night, Islamist
militias attacked the U.S. diplomatic mis-
sion in the city, then assaulted a nearby
CIA compound early the next morning.
The chaotic assault left the diplomatic post
in flames and resulted in the deaths of Ste-
vens and three other Americans. To this
day, the attacks are a controversial topic in
U.S. politics.

Abu Khattala has always denied involve-
ment in the Benghazi attacks, but U.S. of-
ficials have repeatedly blamed him and
Ansar al-Sharia. In August, the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the District of Columbia
filed charges against him.

Abu Khattala has also been named a
“specially designated global terrorist,”
allowing officials to freeze his financial
assets and bar American citizens and com-
panies from doing business with him. Mul-
tiple journalistic sources have linked him
to the attacks: A long 2013 investigation by
The New York Times referenced a number
of witnesses who placed Abu Khattala at
the scene during the attack on the diplo-
matic post and said he appeared to be di-
recting it.

Watchdog accuses Syria’s
Kurdish party of abuses

The Associated Press

BEIRUT — An international
rights group said Thursday that
Kurdish authorities ruling three
enclaves in northeastern Syria
have committed abuses, including
arbitrary arrests of political oppo-
nents, and have failed to address
abductions and unresolved kill-
ings in areas under their control.

Human Rights Watch said
in a new 107-page report that
the Kurdish Democratic Union
Party also has used children in
its armed wing known as the Peo-
ple’s Protection Units.

Kurds are the largest ethnic mi-
nority in Syria, making up more
than 10 percent of the country’s

prewar population of 23 million.
They are centered in the impov-
erished northeastern province of
Hassakeh, wedged between the
borders of Turkey and Iraq.

President Bashar Assad’s forc-
es largely pulled out of Hassakeh
in late 2012 when the Syrian mili-
tary was stretched thin by fight-
ing with rebels elsewhere in the
country, effectively ceding con-
trol of the area. Their withdrawal
sparked a fierce competition be-
tween rebels and the Kurds.

The Kurdish Democratic Union
Party, or PYD, is affiliated with
the Kurdish PKK movement in
Turkey, which long fought for au-
tonomy in the southeast.

United Nations High C
greets a Syrian child Thursday durlng hls visit to Khaldeh, south of

Beirut, Lebanon.

BiLa Hussen/AP
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Chinese man gets death
in fatal 1-child dispute

BEIJING — A Chinese court
on Thursday sentenced to death a
man who killed two government
workers and injured four other
people in an argument related to
the one-child policy, China’s offi-
cial news agency reported.

In addition, He Shenguo was or-
dered to pay $45,000 in compen-
sation after he was convicted of
intentional homicide by the court
in southern Guangxi region, Xin-
huareported. Calls to Fangcheng-
gang Intermediate People’s Court
rang unanswered.

He slashed people at a family-
planning office after it refused to
register his fourth child because
he hadn’t paid a fee levied on par-
ents who break family-planning

rules.

From The Associated Press
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Spectators take pictures of the historic locomotive Union Pacific Big Boy No. 4014 at Metrolink Station in Covina, Calif.

Huge steam locomotive to be restored, come back to life after half a century

By Dan ELLioTT
The Associated Press

CHEYENNE, Wyo. — In its prime, a
massive steam locomotive known as Big
Boy No. 4014 was a moving eruption of
smoke and vapor, a 6,300-horsepower
brute dragging heavy freight trains over
the mountains of Wyoming and Utah.

It’s been silent for half a century, pushed
aside by more efficient diesels, but now
it’s coming back to life. The Union Pacific
Railroad is embarking on a yearslong res-
toration project that will put No. 4014 back
to work pulling special excursion trains.

“It’s sort of like going and finding the
Titanic or something that’s just very elu-
sive, nothing that we ever thought would
happen,” said Jim Wrinn, editor of Trains,

a magazine that covers the railroad
industry.

“Something that’s so large and power-
ful and magnificent, we didn’t think any of
them would ever come back,” he said.

The American Locomotive Co. in Sche-
nectady, N.Y., built 25 of the legendary
monsters to Union Pacific’s specifications
between 1941 and 1944.

An unknown worker scrawled “Big
Boy” on the front of one of the engines
when it was under construction.

“It came out one day, and it had ‘Big
Boy’ in chalk on it. And from that day
forward, it was Big Boy,” said Ed Dick-
ens Jr., Union Pacific’s senior manager of
heritage operations, who will oversee the
restoration at the railroad’s steam shop in
Cheyenne, Wyo.

Dickens and his crew recreated the
chalk inscription on No. 4014 when they
began to move it.

The Big Boys were the largest steam lo-
comotives ever to work the rugged terrain
of the American West, and by most stan-
dards, the largest anywhere in the world,
said Gordon McCulloh, a meticulous his-
torian of Union Pacific steam power.

Big Boys are 132 feet long, including the
tender, which carried coal and water. They
weigh 1.2 million pounds with a full load
of fuel. They are essentially two engines
under one boiler, with two sets of eight
drive wheels, each set powered by two
enormous cylinders nearly 2 feet across.

And they aren’t just big, McCulloh said.
They were engineered to reach 80 mph,
though the railroad never intended to run

Rinco H.W. Criu/AP

them that fast. The point was to fine-tune
the locomotives so they stayed in balance
at any speed and didn’t beat themselves up
with their own powerful forces.

“You get all that machinery to live in
harmony,” McCulloh said.

Seventeen Big Boys were scrapped
when they were pulled from service, but
eight survived and are on display around
the country. Union Pacific chose the 4014
for restoration because it spent more
than 50 years in the friendly climate of
Southern California, at the RailGiants
Train Museum at the Los Angeles County
Fairgrounds.

The museum took good care of the lo-
comotive, Dickens said, and many of the
original components are usable.
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Zoroastrians, who stress good deeds and
fire, gather in Iran to remember princess

By AL1 AKBAR DAREINT
The Associated Press

CHAK CHAK, Iran — Adher-
ents of the Zoroastrian religion
from around the world gathered
at a mountain shrine in central
Iran last week to celebrate their
Persian roots, praying in remem-
brance of a princess who fled the
seventh-century Arab invasion.

At Chak Chak, 370 miles
southeast of the capital Tehran,
believers gathered to remem-
ber Nikbanou, a heroine of the
faith who according to tradition
took shelter in the mountain and
prayed for help. Miraculously,
the mountain was said to have
opened up and given protection to
the princess, the youngest daugh-
ter of the last king of the Persian
Sassanian empire.

A spring slowly drips from the
ceiling of the shrine, built into a
cliff-side cave, giving the site its
name, which means “drip drip”
in Persian. Tradition says the
spring is the mountain sheddi

N, )
A Zoroastrian woman holds a
portrait of the prophet Zoroaster,
' 7, P

tears in remembrance of Nik-
banou. An immense tree stands
nearby, said to have grown from
Nikbanou’s cane.

“We’ve all gathered here to re-
member Nikbanou and celebrate
our deep Persian roots,” said

priest Ardeshir Khorshidian,
who was dressed in white to sym-
bolize purity.

Many pilgrims stay overnight
at pavilions set up at the base of
the mountain. Families sitting on
rugs had picnics while children
played.

Dariush Tirandazi, an Iranian-
American Zoroastrian, brought
his daughter Nadia, 22, so she
could experience the faith in the
land where it was born.

“She wanted to learn and this
was our chance to come here and

Zoroastrians pray Saturday in Setipir Shrine in Yazd, Iran.

as
a monotheistic religion predating
Christianity, Islam and Judaism.

show her the temple, to give her
the chance to be with Zoroastri-
ans and understand Zoroastrian
culture and values,” Tirandazi
said.

Zoroastrianism is a monotheis-
tic religion predating Christian-
ity and Islam founded 3,800 years
ago by Zoroaster. It was the domi-
nant religion in Persia before the
Arab conquest. It stresses good
deeds, and fire plays a central
role in worship as a symbol of
truth and the spirit of God.

Thousands of Zoroastrians, like
many other Iranians, immigrated
abroad under former president
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad because

Puotos ey Esranim Noroozi/AP

Zoroastrian priest Kamran Lorian leads a prayer June 13 in Chak Chak, Iran, a mountain shrine.
Adherents of the Zoroastrian religion from around the world gathered last week to celebrate their
Persian roots, praying in remembrance of a princess who fled the seventh-century Arab invasion.

of social restrictions and a wors-
ening economy. Now a dozen have
returned to live in Iran this past
year, the government said.
President Hassan Rouhani has
appointed former intelligence
chief Ali Yunesi as his top aide to

Zoroastrians kiss the gate doors of the rlne in

Zit ;
Chak Chak.
specifically address the concerns
of Iran’s religious minorities.
Esfandiar Ekhtiari, the only Zo-
roastrian lawmaker in Iran’s par-
liament, said his fellow believers
have been denied top government
jobs because of their religion.

Ekhtiari urged Zoroastrians
living abroad to return to Iran
and join the 25,000 fellow believ-
ers who live there today.

“Return to your motherland,
and rest assured that we welcome
you with open arms,” he said.
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Spain’s newly crowned King Felipe VI and his wife, Queen Letizia, wave to the crowd Thursday from the Royal Palace in Madrid.

New reign in Spain

Facing recession and high jobless rate,
King Felipe VI hopes to inspire, energize

By HaroLp HECKLE
AND BARRY HATTON
The Associated Press

MADRID — Taking the Span-
ish throne on Thursday, King
Felipe VI sought to inspire his
beleaguered countrymen amid
troubled economic times and lift
patriotic spirits a day after the na-
tional team’s humbling exit from
the World Cup.

“We are a great nation. Let us
believe and trust in ourselves,”
Felipe said at his swearing-in
ceremony.

Felipe, 46, became monarch
after his father, Juan Carlos, an-
nounced his surprise decision to
abdicate. The 76-year-old said he
was stepping aside after a four-de-
cade reign so younger royal blood
could energize the country.

Felipe, and Spain, face plenty of
problems. The country is strug-
gling to shrug off a double-dip
recession and drive down its 26
percent jobless rate. Scandals have
tarnished the royal family and fu-
eled campaigns to abolish the mon-
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archy, while influential groups in
some Spanish regions continue to
push hard for independence.

Appearing self-assured in a
dark military dress uniform, Fe-
lipe sought to draw a line under
Spain’s recent past, promising “a
reinvigorated monarchy for new
times.”

Felipe made clear that he in-
tends to restore public trust in the
monarchy.

“Today, more than ever, the
people rightly demand our public
lives be guided by ... moral and
ethical principles,” he told law-
makers, who shouted “Viva el Rey
(Long live the king)!”

Saying he felt the suffering of
those whose living standards were
hurt by the economic crisis, Felipe
urged Spaniards to shun resigna-
tion and unleash their ambitions.
He said finding jobs for the unem-
ployed was “a priority for society
and the government.”

In an oblique reference to sepa-
ratist groups, Felipe said, “We
all have our place in this diverse
Spain.”
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#

5 Days
a7 JULY 14

Flights from MAY - JUN 2014. Fromito Germany RT. Al taxes incl. All prices based on availability.

crowned king.

He ended his speech by saying
“thank you” in three regional Span-
ish languages — Catalan, Basque
and Galician — where indepen-
dence movements are strongest.

Thousands of people lined the
streets of Madrid streets as Felipe
and Queen Letizia drove from par-
liament to the royal palace in an
open-topped Rolls-Royce, waving
to the crowds. The royal couple’s
daughters, Princesses Leonor, 8,
and Sofia, 7, accompanied them
for most of the day.

The cheering crowds and pag-
eantry provided a welcome dis-
traction as Spaniards reeled from

the embarrassment of the national
team’s shock defeat by Chile in the
World Cup, which ended Spanish
hopes of winning a second con-
secutive title.

Felipe’s inaugural speech came
at a ceremony in the country’s
parliament, where the 18th-cen-
tury Spanish crown and 17th-
century scepter were on display.
Later, a reception for 2,000 guests
at the royal place featured finger
foods instead of an elaborate ban-
quet, a deliberately modest touch
that acknowledged the financial
hardships being endured by many
Spaniards.

Researcher
rescued from
cave after
11-day ordeal

The Associated Press

BERLIN — After spending
nearly two weeks underground, an
injured German caver was hauled
out of the country’s deepest cav-
ern Thursday by a multinational
rescue operation that involved
more than 700 people.

Johann Westhauser, an experi-
enced caver, had gone into the Ri-
esending cave system in the Alps
with two companions to carry out
research and measurements. He
was hit in the head during a June
8 rock fall while nearly 3,280 feet
underground.

After lengthy preparations, res-
cue teams five days later began
the arduous task of hauling him
up through a labyrinth of narrow
passages and precipitous vertical
shafts. Rescuers brought the 52-
year-old the final 590 feet to the
surface Thursday and immedi-
ately sent him to a hospital.

“A chapter of Alpine rescue his-
tory has been written here over
the last 12 days,” Bavarian moun-
tain rescue chief Norbert Heiland
said, adding that officials initially
doubted a rescue was possible.

The rescue became a media
event, with multipage spreads in
German tabloids.

In all, 728 people from Ger-
many, Austria, Switzerland, Italy
and Croatia participated in the op-
eration, operation director Klaus
Reindl told reporters in nearby
Berchtesgaden.

“Since the birth of caving, there
have been only two incidents of
this depth, complexity and dif-
ficulty,” Italian rescuer Roberto
Conti said.

A fit expert could climb from
the accident site to the entrance in
about 12 hours, but rescuers had
to haul Westhauser on a stretcher.

Westhauser’s condition has been
described throughout as stable. Of-
ficials didn’t elaborate Thursday,
but Reindl said he “came through
the rescue operation well.”
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Cannabis, kids a complex combination

Changing pot laws
prompt review of
child-endangerment
legal standards

By KrisTEN WyaTT
The Associated Press

DENVER — A Colorado man
loses custody of his children after
getting a medical marijuana card.
The daughter of a Michigan cou-
ple growing legal medicinal pot is
taken by child-protection authori-
ties after an ex-husband says their
plants endangered kids.

And police officers in New Jer-
sey visit a home after a 9-year-old
mentions his mother’s hemp advo-
cacy at school.

While the cases were eventually
decided in favor of the parents, the
incidents underscore a growing
dilemma. While a pot plant in the
basement may not bring crimi-
nal charges in many states, the
same plant can become a piece of
evidence in child custody or abuse
cases.

“The legal standard is always
the best interest of the children,
and you can imagine how sub-
jective that can get,” said Jess
Cochrane, who helped found Bos-
ton-based Family Law & Cannabis
Alliance after finding child-abuse
laws have been slow to catch up
with pot policy.

No data exist to show how often
pot use comes up in custody dis-
putes, or how often child-welfare
workers intervene in homes where
marijuana is used.

But in dozens of interviews with
lawyers and officials who work in
Colorado, along with activists who

BRENNAN LiNsLEY/AP

Moriah Barnhart plays with her dallghter Dahlla, 3, who has brain cancer, at their home in Colorado

Springs, Colo. Barnhart,

medical

and facing the possibility of

intervention by child praiectlve authorlhes, moved to Colorado to treat Dahlia using what some describe
as cutting-edge cannabis medication.

counsel parents on marijuana and
child endangerment, the consensus
is clear: Pot’s growing acceptance
is complicating the task of deter-
mining when kids are in danger.

A failed proposal in the Colo-
rado Legislature this year showed
the dilemma.

Colorado considers adult mari-
Jjuanauselegal, but potis still treat-
ed like heroin and other Schedule
I substances as they are under
federal law. As a result, when it
comes to defining a drug-endan-
gered child, pot can’t legally be in
ahome where children reside.

Two Democratic lawmakers

tried to update the law by saying
that marijuana must also be shown
to be a harm or risk to children to
constitute abuse.

The effort led to angry opposi-
tion from both sides — pot-using
parents who feared the law could
still be used to take their children,
and marijuana legalization oppo-
nents who argued that pot remains
illegal under federal law and that
its very presence in a home threat-
ens Kids.

After hours of emotional testi-
mony, lawmakers abandoned the
effort as too complicated. Among
the teary-eyed moms at the hear-

ing was Moriah Barnhart, who
moved to the Denver area from
Tampa, Fla., in search of a can-
nabis-based treatment for her
daughter who has brain cancer.

“We moved here across the
country so we wouldn’t be crimi-
nals. But all it takes is one neighbor
not approving of what we’re doing,
one police officer who doesn’t un-
derstand, and the law says I'm a
child abuser,” Barnhart said.

Supporters vow to try again to
give law enforcement some defini-
tions about when the presence of
drugs could harm children, even
if the kids don’t use it.

“There are people who are very
reckless with what they’re doing,
leaving marijuana brownies on
the coffee table or doing hash oil
extraction that might blow the
place up. Too often with law en-
forcement, they’re just looking at
the legality of the behavior and not
how it is affecting the children,”
said Jim Gerhardet, of the Colorado
Drug Investigators Association,
which supported the bill.

Child-endangerment standards
remain murky in Colorado, with
wide disparities in how local
child-protection officers and law
enforcement approach pot, said
Rob Corry, a Denver lawyer who
successfully argued the father’s
custody appeal.

Corry, who helped Colorado’s
2012 campaign to legalize recre-
ational marijuana, said the main
thrust of the effort was to treat pot
like alcohol.

“Think of brewing beer,” Corry
said. “You've got a constitutional
right to do it. There’s nothing
wrong with it. Marijuana should
be just as simple — you just keep
it on a high shelf, right next to
your vodka. But in practice, this
is not how law enforcement treats
marijuana.”

The need for better standards
about when marijuana endangers
kids is growing by the day, said
Maria Green, a Lansing, Mich.,
mother who lost custody of her
infant daughter for three months
last year.

Green grows pot to treat her
husband’s epilepsy, and though
Michigan’s medical marijuana law
states parents shall not be denied
custody or visitation with a child
for following the statute, a legal
dispute with her ex-husband led to
her daughter being placed with a
grandparent until it was resolved.
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Rodents winning New York C|ty rat race

By VERENA DoBNIK
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ines Moore
stirs awake nearly every night to
an unmistakable, skin-crawling
sound: rats skittering around her
apartment in the dar

Sticky traps scattered around
the tidy, fifth-floor walkup yield
as many as thxee rats a night,
‘what she believes is just a fraction
of the invading army that makes
her feel under siege.

“I feel good in the United States
— except for this. Here, in my
home,” said Moore, a Dominican
immigrant who can’t afford to
leave her rent-controlled apart-
ment in northern Manhattan’s
‘Washington Heights.

Her neighborhood is among
the most rat-infested in New York
City, along with West Harlem,
Chinatown, the Lo East Side
and the South Bronx. They are
the focus of the city’s latest ef-
fort to attack a rat population that
some experts estimate could be
double that of the Big Apple’s 8.4
million people.

Starting next month, the city’s
45 inspectors will be bolstered
by nine new employees of a pilot
program to tackle the vermin in
chronically infested neighbor-
hoods where rats have resisted

repeated efforts to eradicate
them.

Specific targets are rat res-
ervoirs such as parks, sewers,
dumping areas and subways
where they
congregate
and  breed.
The idea is to
tamp do
the; ulatlon
where it is
strongest and
keep it from
spreading.

“Rats bur-
row and live

‘As long
as there
are human

there will
be rats,
because
they live
off human
garbage
— that’s
their No. 1
thing.”
The Rev. Joel
Grassi
Baptist minister
and professional
exterminator

Health Com
missioner
Mary Bassett
told the City
Council at
hearing
month.
“I'll some-
times imag-
ine when I
walk through
a park, if I
could  have
sort of a ‘rat
vision,” there
are all these tunnels under there
that are occupied by rats. And
from there the rats fan out.”
Financed with $611,000 in the

last

current city budget, inspector:
will work with neighborhood as-

ommunity boards,
elected officials and bmldmg
owners to plug up holes and put
poison in rodent tunnels.

For years, inspectors respond-
ing to complaints on the city’s 311
hotline have been searching for
rats and their telltale signs: bur-
rows, droppings, claw marks and
gnawed holes. Besides traps and
poison, the city also has used con-
traceptives to

New York’s Rat Information
Portal — or, appropriately, RIP

s an interactive online map
thdt tracks Health Department
violations, with searches by bor-
ough, address, block number and
ZIP code. Spots marked red are
deemed to be rat-infested; those
in yellow have passed inspection.

The South Bronx around Yan-
kee §t4d1um has

rat-infested neighborhood,
cording to figures from 2012, tk
most recent available. Inspect
gave a failing grade for infesta-

on to at least 13 percent of more
than 3,000 locations inspected in
that area.

Washington Heights came in at
12 percent of inspected locations,
West Harlem at 10 percent and

Juue lAcossoN/A P

NewYoIkcityisgearingupforilslatestwaronratswiﬂlanalmy
will descend

of inspectors that
neighi

the Lower East Side and adjacent
Chinatown at nearly 9 percent.
Rats can carry and spread dis-
eases, bite and trigger asthma
attackb In May a 4-year- old boy

said the Rev. .Ioel (:ra551 a Bap-
tist minister and professional
exterminator.

“As long as there are human
beings in New York City, there
will be rats, because they live off
human garbage — that’s their No.

on the city’s most rat-infested
s, targeting areas where rats congregate and breed.

1 thing,” said Grassi, adding that
the best way to manage the rat
population is to eliminate their
food supply.

“It’s just part of everyday life,”
said Jasmine Guzman, a store
manager whose two young sons
happily run around their Wash-
ington Heights apartment across
the hall from Moore’s, after the
family cleans up rat droppings.

“My 3-year-old son says, ‘It’s
OK, Mommy, they’re just looking
for some stinky food,” she said
with a laugh.
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IThor Lakatosh uses a cloth tunnel during his therapy sessions at
Shriners Hospital for Children in Boston.

‘l can live a life now’

Burned Ukrainian boy jubilant over ability to walk

By RoprIQUE NGcowt
The Associated Press

BOSTON — Thor Lakatosh
struggles to describe his life be-
fore the surgeries, when his severe
burns went untreated for years in
his native Ukraine, leaving him
with one arm fused to his body,
unable to walk and aban-
doned by his mother.

The 11-year-old boy, how-
ever, smiles widely and re-
peatedly makes the sign of the
cross when he describes how
he feels now, after a series of
surgeries and physical thera-
py at a Boston charity hospi-
tal. “Thank you, I can walk,”
he said recently through an
interpreter. “Thank you, I
can walk. Thank you, Lord, T

slclan whu got in touch w1th
d

cal therapy to straighten elbows,

anest

Dr Gennadly Fuzaylov and sent
him a photo of the boy. Fuzaylov
and plastic surgeon Dr. Daniel
Driscoll run a nonprofit organi-
zation, Doctors Collaborating to
Help Children, which works to
improve medical care for children

can walk.”

Thor returned to Boston
early this year for a second
round of procedures, and has
been spending time showing
off his newfound ability to
walk, take off his jacket and
climb onto a bed.

No one knows the details
surrounding the fire that
burned 30 percent of Ihor’s
body when he was about 3 years
old. He was severely malnour-
ished and unable to walk or bend
his arms when neighbors in Lviv,
Ukraine, urged his mother to take
him to a hospital in 2011, doctors
said. She did, and never came
back.

The hospital provided minor care
but couldn’t pay for extensive treat-
ment of Thor. Staff there thought he
was mentally impaired and took
him to a special orphanage for chil-
dren with cerebral palsy.

The orphanage director con-
tacted a Ukrainian burn phy-

'

Looking at him where he was
two years ago and now, the really
independent person he is, it's
amazing. It's absolutely amazing. 7

Katherine Hartigan
Ihor Lakatosh’s occupational therapist

in various countries. Through the
organization, they brought Ihor
to Boston’s Shriners Hospital for
Children two years ago.

He was about 8 or 9 years old
when he arrived and weighed less
than 30 pounds, half the average
weight for a boy his age.

“His initial surgery was done to
bring his arm away from his body
where it had completely scarred
to his torso. That was a big one,”
Driscoll said.

Other operations gave Ihor the
ability to bend his knees, and each
was followed by extensive physi-

s and legs.

Physicians also struggled to fig-
ure out why the boy wasn’t eating
properly until they discovered 14
rotten teeth that they had to ex-
tract, Fuzaylov said. Doctors also
determined that Thor wasn’t men-
tally impaired at all; he simply

had never been to school and

was unable to hold a pencil.

The fact that he had spent cru-

cial formative years with men-

tally impaired children also
undermined his development,
doctors said.

Thor was sent back to the or-
phanage in Ukraine after his
first set of surgeries and will
return there next month after
this latest round of treatment.

The western Ukraine re-
gion where the orphanage is
located has not been affected
by the turmoil engulfing
eastern parts of the former
Soviet republic.

Occupational therapist
Katherine Hartigan said she
is impressed by Ihor’s de-
termination to fight through

pain and frustration.

“Looking at him where he

was two years ago and now, the
really independent person he is,
it’s amazing. It’s absolutely amaz-
ing,” Hartigan said after a recent
therapy session.

As for his future, Thor remains
up for adoption in Ukraine. But for
now, he is focused on enjoying his
new life in his improved body.

“I can do everything now,” he
said. “I can go to school ... I can
go outside and play. I can eat by
myself. I can go home and do my
homework. I can go to bed by my-
self. I can do everything by my-
self. I can live a life now.”
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Bail set in robbery of
101-year-old vet
CARSON CITY — A

Nv 27-year-old man has

been returned to Carson City to
face charges in the home invasion
robbery of a 101-year-old veteran
and his caretaker over Memorial
Day weekend.

Robbie Hernandez, of Carson
City, was arrested in Sparks on an
unrelated charge and later identi-
fied as a suspect. The Nevada Ap-
peal reported he was booked into
the Carson City Jail, and his bail
was set at $1.25 million.

Authorities said Hernandez and
Jordan Burkhart, 24, of Welling-
ton, forced their way into James
Sorrentino’s home looking for a
safe, but Sorrentino doesn’t have
one. After ransacking the home,
they fled with a wristwatch,
pocketknife and wallet contain-
ing $30.

The two are charged with con-
spiracy to commit burglary, home
invasion, assault and crimes com-
mitted against someone over 60.

Sorrentino is a World War II
Army Air Corps and Air Force
veteran.

Toss of drug-filled ball
into prison falls short
M JACKSON — Michigan

authorities said a man
tried to throw a football loaded
with drugs and cellphones into
the yard of a state prison.

State Trooper Toby Baker said
Sunday’s throw in Jackson fell
short, with the football landing
between two fences, not in the
yard where prisoners exercise.

An officer at the G. Robert Cot-
ton Correctional Facility saw the
man throw the football, and offi-
cers arrested the suspect.

The Detroit Free Press and the
Jackson Citizen-Patriot said the
ball contained heroin, marijuana,
tobacco, three cellphones and
chargers.

Christen D. Moore, 22, was ar-
raigned Tuesday in Jackson Dis-
trict Court on contraband charges
and ordered jailed.

Mayor resigns over

‘poopgate’ incident

c LOS ANGELES — The
mayor of San Marino

resigned Tuesday after a town

uproar over his being caught on

surveillance video tossing a small
bag of dog poop into a neighbor’s
yard.

Dennis Kneier announced his
resignation in a letter addressed
to fellow City Council members,
saying that the June 7 incident
was “a lapse in judgment” and
has caused embarrassment.

“I can understand why this
matter has some questioning my
ability to lead the council,” he
wrote.

The controversy began after
Kneier’s neighbor, Philip Lao,
discovered the small bag outside
his home. He reviewed video from
his home’s surveillance cameras,
which showed Kneier tossing the
bag. Soon after the incident, the
video, which Lao shared publicly,
went viral.

Lao believed the mayor inten-
tionally tossed the bag in retribu-
tion for putting a “No Poop Zone”
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ith-old girl who was

after drinking from a sippy
cup police say contained vodka. Police in Erie, Pa., charged Jessica Bachmaier, 26, with child endangerment
and furnishing alcohol to a minor Tuesday. Bachmaier told police that she had put only water and baby formula
in the sippy cup and that she believed a friend added the vodka. Despite suffering the high level of intoxication

— 32 times more than the legal level in Pennsylvania — the girl has recovered. Police said they are still investigating the friend’s possible

involvement.

Perching pretty

Smithsonian exhibitions

Susan WaLsH/AP

Richard Gould helps prepare Martha, the last surviving passenger pigeon — who was stuffed for posterity

after her death in September 1914 — for her new exhibit at the Smithsonian’s natural history museum in Washington. A new scientific study
this week shows how pigeon populations fluctuated wildly but people ultimately killed off the species. Some geneticists are working on the
long shot hope of reviving the passenger pigeon from leftover DNA in stuffed birds.

sign outside his home and publicly
opposing a proposed dog park.

Police cite man for DUI
checkpoint warning sign
0 CLEVELAND — A

suburban  Cleveland
man says police violated his First
Amendment rights of free speech
when they cited him for holding a
sign warning motorists to turn if
they wanted to avoid a police DUT
checkpoint.

Douglas Odolecki, 43, held a
sign the night of June 13 in Parma
that said: “Check point ahead!
Turn now!”

He and his attorney are fighting
the citation. Odolecki said police
sometimes abuse their authority
and he believes he’s fighting for a
just cause.

A Parma police spokesman
said city attorneys previously de-
termined the part of the sign tell-
ing motorists to turn is illegal.

It’s not the first time Odolecki
used the sign or got into trouble
for it. Parma police arrested him

in September 2012 for having a
knife in his pocket while holding
the sign.

Make-A-Wish tour ends
with hard helo landing
HI HONOLULU — An II-

linois family of six mak-
ing a Make-A-Wish trip to Maui
is safe after a hard helicopter
landing.

The Fraser family from Bel-
leville, which includes four teen-
age daughters, was on a Sunshine
Helicopters flight just before 10
a.m. Tuesday. The pilot lifted off
from Kahului Airport for a tour of
Waihee Valley.

Company owner Ross Scott
said the helicopter experienced
mechanical failure at 2,500 feet.

He said the pilot looked for a
safe place to land and auto ro-
tated, which means disengaging
the engine from the main rotor
system so the helicopter’s rotor
blades move just by the upward
flow of air during descent. The
helicopter landed in 8 feet of ele-

phant grass. Scott said that cush-
ioned the landing.

Maui firefighters said no
one onboard required medical
attention.

Former porn star seeks

school board seat

F WEST PALM BEACH
— A former porn star is

looking for a new role as a school

board member.

David Mech, 38, of Boca Raton,
has qualified for the Palm Beach
County School Board’s District 3
seat.

Mech was known as Dave
Pounder while a performer in
adult films. He began a math tu-
toring business a few years ago.

Along with another candidate,
John Michael Hartman, Mech
is challenging incumbent board
member Karen Brill.

The Palm Beach Post reported
that Brill made headlines earlier
this year with a short-lived pro-
posal to enforce a dress code for
parents on school property.

Nuns sue strip club,
say it’s a nuisance

I STONE PARK — Nuns

living in suburban Chi-
cago are suing a strip club next to
their convent, saying they have to
deal with drunkenness, litter and
public violence.

The Sisters of St. Charles
named Club Allure Chicago and
the village of Stone Park in their
lawsuit, claiming the club vio-
lates Illinois zoning laws. Those
laws mandate 1,000 feet between
adult entertainment facilities and
schools and places of worship.

Sister Noemia Silva said the
nuns “hear the music when
they’re praying” and they’re
fighting for the club to close. The
sisters’ property includes three
chapels.

Stone Park Village Attorney
Dean Krone said the village has
acted legally and reasonably.
Club representatives said they
aren’t a nuisance to the nuns and
the claims have no backing.

From wire reports
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Amazon’s Bezos unveils Fi

By JAY GREENE
The Seattle Times

SEATTLE — Amazon.com Inc.
unveiled the Fire Phone smart-
phone Wednesday, featuring a way
to differentiate the device from
rivals with technology that identi-
fies book covers, labels and bar-
codes to make shopping easier.

“Can we build a better phone
for our most engaged customers?
Can we build a better phone for
our Amazon Prime member?”

Bezos asked at the device’s launch
in Seattle. “I'm excited to tell you
the answer is yes.”

The phone is Amazon’s latest
bid to more deeply control the de-
vices that run the content it sells.
The company first jumped into
the device business in 2007, when
it debuted its Kindle e-reader.
Since then, it has launched the
Kindle Fire tablet line and, in
April, the Fire TV set-top box.

The Fire Phone, which sports
a 4.7-inch screen, will have 2 gi-

quad-core processor and a 13-
megapixel camera.

The phone also features Firefly,
Amazon’s new technology to fa-
cilitate easier shopping. Custom-
ers can use the camera to tap into
servers to find data about items in
front of them. Firefly can also use
the phone’s microphone to deter-
mine the name of a song playing
nearby or a program on a TV.

With that information, Amazon
can offer consumers the ability to
buy those items or just learn more

Amazon Chief Executive Jeff gabytes of RAM, a 2.2-gigahertz about them from the Web.
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Bezos is so keen on Firefly that
Amazon has included a dedicated
Firefly button on the Fire Phone
to make it easy for customers to

se.

“Firefly is so easy to access.
Customers are going to love this,”
Bezos said.

The device also comes with
a feature called “dynamic per-
spective,” which lets users tilt the
phone to navigate websites, fly
through items on Amazon’s shop-
ping site, and dig out new infor-
mation from a map application.
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DREAMWORKS ANIMATION/AP

Characters from the “How to Train Your Dragon” movies such as
Astrid, voiced by America Ferrera, also appear in comic books.

‘Dragon Down’ a comic
companion to the movie

By ANDREW A. SMITH
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

f you're still itching for
more even after seeing
“How to Train Your Dragon
2,” which is now in theaters,
you’ll be pleased to know there’s
already

Comics has
launched a
new series
chronicling
the adven-
tures of
Hiccup, Toothless and the rest,
in the digest size (9 x 6.5 inches)
popular among children’s graph-
ic novels. “Dreamworks’ Drag-
ons: Riders of Berk — Dragon
Down” ($6.99) is already out.
Written by Simon Furman,
the story involves Hookfang the
dragon shedding scales in spring
— red-hot scales that set fire to
the wooden huts of the Viking
village Berk (presumably short
for “berserk,” a word coined
for certain Viking warriors).
Stoick the Vast, Berk’s leader and
Hiccup’s father, exiles the un-

fortunate dragon — much to the
distress of its rider, Snotlout.

What follows is a timeless
tale of friendship and sacrifice,
wherein our heroes learn that
the latter is a necessary part of
the former. It’s a great message,
but one inserted so painlessly
into a rousing adventure tale
that it’s a fun read for adults and
children alike.

“Dragon Down” is illustrated
by Iwan Nazif, who eschews the
animated-puppet style of the
movie for a more traditional
form of cartooning. Yet the fa-
miliar faces and postures are
captured so well that you half
expect the familiar voices (Jay
Baruchel, Gerard Butler, Craig
Ferguson, America Ferrera,
Jonah Hill, Kristen Wiig, etc.) to
come out of their mouths.

At least three more books in
the “Dreamworks’ Dragons: Rid-
ers of Berk” series are planned,
including “Dangers of the Deep”
(Aug. 26), and unnamed volumes
3 (Nov. 18) and 4 (Feb. 24, 2015).
Titan also has two “art of” cof-
fee-table books for the two mov-
ies, all joining a cottage industry
of “How to Train Your Dragon”
videos and books, although the
latter are mostly aimed at the
preschool set.

For more information, go to
titanbooks.com

ON THE COVER: Jonah Hill, left, and Channing Tatum pull out their
guns once again for the sequel “22 Jump Street.”

Columbia Pictures-Sony

GADGET WATCH

By GreGe ELLMAN
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

lumoo, from Flyover Innovations, is a

device that works with its own app to let

you eliminate the pile of remotes used

for infrared-controlled home entertain-
ment devices.

1 figured the setup would take some time, so I
sat down with the device, instructions, my laptop,
iPad and a nice big glass of ice tea.

Soon, I was controlling my TV, Apple TV and
even brushed the dust off my CD player.

Before starting, you must figure out a place
for the Blumoo hardware, a 2.75-inch-tall device
that looks like a mini coffee cup from the side. It’s
built with an angled base enabling it to receive a
signal from almost anywhere in the room and is
paired with your handheld device via Bluetooth.

The setup guide walks you through what to plug
in, including RCA cables for audio and of course
the included power supply.

The Blumoo app (free) is available for i0S and
Android devices. Once the hardware is set up,
the app has an endless database of devices (more
than 200,000) you can control. There, you’ll find
yours to make the connection.

Within the app you’ll have a virtual screen,
‘which is now your remote, to select a device,
change the channel, volume control and a channel
guide.

The app remembers what you watch and
sends reminders when favorite shows or
even favorite teams are back on TV.

Online: flyoverinnovations.com;
$129.99

The Grill Daddy 6-in-1 stainless steel grill
Kit is the perfect summer gadget, even include
electronics.

The ergonomlcally designed heat-shielding
handle has a swinging metal shield to protect
your hand from the hot grill or splattering food.
You can reach anywhere on the grill and the
shield, weighted and balanced, pivots to always be
between your hand and the grill.

In addition to the handle, by far the main at-
traction, you get a spatula, fork and spoon along
with collapsing tongs and a carrying case.

Everything is interchangeable, enabling grill
nuts to form combinations such as a tong/fork or a
spatula/spoon or just use each tool as needed.

Online: buygrilldaddy.
com,; $39.99

The Grill Daddy
6-in-lisa
stainless
steel grill kit
ready to grill
anywhere
you do.

GRiLL Dabpy

mcT

Blumoo turns phone into remote control

FLvover INNovaTIONS/MCT

Blumoo is a umversal Imme entertainment
control of
audio and vusual eqwment already in the home.

The Tegware Bagel for the iPhone 5/5s from
Wire Factory, a startup from San Francisco, has
caught my attention.

The case, the first product from
this new company, is a design
T've never seen until now.
In addition to holding
your phone securely on
the right side of the
QD& synthetic leather fold-

«Q&‘ ing case, the left side
< has a 4.2-inch (diagonal)
& Boogie Board eWriter for
taking paperless notes, re-
minders, memos or just doodling.

The eWriter doesn’t connect to
the phone, so there’s no battery drain.

It runs on its own battery, good for five years.

Inside the case you’ll find a stylus stored in
between the eWriter and your phone.

Online: amazon.com; $59, available in black;
colors available soon include brown, blue, coral
pink and red; more information at tegware.com

Sparkbeats from BiteMyApple takes light
from the iPhone’s (5/5s) LED flash and bends it
through a channel built into the back of the case.

There’s an on/off switch to control the
lights. They can be programmed for
different alerts or environments
with the Sparkbeat app (free in
iTunes). It can even flash to the

beat of a selected tune.

The case is a recent success-
ful Kickstarter project and es-
sentially makes the light a silent
ringtone.

Online: bitemyapple.co; $49.99

ITUNES MUSIC

Top 10 albums on the iTunes Store for
June

1. “Ultraviolence,” Lana Del Rey
2. “In the Lonely Hour” (Deluxe Ver-
sion), Sam Smith
3. “The Hunfing Party,” Linkin Park
~“while(1<2)," deadmau5
~"x" (Deluxe Edition], Ed Sheeran

" “A Town Called Parachse” (Delue),
Tiesto
7. "Mli ls ...,” Mali Music
8. "In the Lonely Hour,” Sam Smith
9. "AK.A." [Deluxe Version), Jennifer
Lopez

10. "Mutineers” (Bonus Track Version),
David Gray

[NTEN

— Compiled by MCT

SPOTIFY MUSIC

The fop streamed tracks on Spoify from
June 9-15:

1. Iggy Azalea, “Fancy”

2. Ariana Grande, “Problem”

3. Calvin Harris, “Summer”

4. MAGIC!, “Rude”

5. Jason Derulo, “Wiggle (feat. Snoop
Dogg)”

6. Nico & Vinz, “Am | Wrong”

7. Disclosure, “Latch”

8. MKTO, “Classic”

9. DJ Snake & Lil Jon, “Turn Down for
What"

10. Ed Sheeran, “Sing”

— Compiled by The Associated Press

ITUNES MOVIES

Top 10 movies downloaded from the
unes Store for June 18:

1. “The Lego Movie"
2. “The Grand
Budapest Hotel
3. “Non-Stop”
4. “Jack Ryan:
Shadow Recruit”
5. “Lone Survivor”
6."21 Jump
Street”

7. “The Ma-
chine”

8. “RoboCop”

9. "Frozen”

10. “How to Train Your Dragon”

— Compiled by MCT

VIDEO GAMES

Game Informer ranks the top 10 down-
loadable games for June:

1. “Transistor,” PS4, PC

2. “Super Time Force,” Xbox One, 360
3. “Child of Light,” P$4, Xbox One,
Wii U, PS3, 360, PC

4. "The Walking Dead Season 2 Epi-
sode 3 - In Harm’s Way,” PS3, 360,

PC, iOS

5. 2014 FIFA World Cup Brazil,” PS3,
360

&. “Trials Fusion,” PS4, Xbox One, PC
7. “SteamWorld Dig,” PS4, PC

8. “Titanfall: Expedition,” Xbox One,

9. “luftrausers,” PS3, Vita, PC
10. “TowerFall Ascension,” PS4, PC

— Compiled by MCT

APPS

Top 5 new paid apps for June 18:

ANDROID

1. Hitman GO

2. Worms 3

3. VWWWw

4. Fi — PA/CM11 Theme

5. Dragon Quest VIlI

Top 5 paid iPhone apps for June 18:

APPLE

1. Afterlight

2. Garmin viago

3. Heads Up!

4. Minecraft — Pocket Edition

5. Sleep Cycle alarm clock
— Compiled by MCT



Friday, June 20,2014 *STARS AND STRIPES® SRR AT Pace 23

WEEKEND

CHECK IT OUT

Events, entertainment and other ways to fill your free time

Last shot at a new ‘Game
of Thrones’ episode for awhile

The fourth season of “Game of Thrones” concludes June
21 on AFN with the episode “The Children.” As the show’s
legion of followers can attest, you never know what might
happen — and, more often than not, who might die. The
TV show’s producers have taken a few liberties here and
there with the story based on George R.R. Martin’s books,

so even those well versed in the comings and goings in
Westeros don't know quite what to expect. (The episode
aired stateside last week, so if you're unspoiled and wish to
remain so, don’t do any Googling that you might regret.)
Don't miss this season finale, which heavily involves fan
favorites Daenerys, Bran and Tyrion (at left), among others.
* More about ‘Game of Thrones’ on Page 39.

» Watch the season 4 finale Saturday on AFN-Spectrum.

Del Rey still generatlng Feed your e-reader for free Sall on ‘The Last Ship’
ire, adoration -

Lana Del Rey. What does
one say about Lana Del Rey?
One thing’s for sure — she’s
sticking around. The polar-
izing pop star has a new
album out, and it's a mixed
message, as you might
gather from its title, “Ul-
traviolence.” The artist,
and her works, are hard

If you're someone who enjoys finding a bargain
— that’s all of us, right? — head immediately to
Bookbub.com. Founded in 2012, BookBub is a
free service that catalogs great deals on e-books,
which means you will find free and heavily dis-
counted choices that can be downloaded from
sites such as iTunes, Amazon.com, Google Play
and Barnes & Noble.

After registering, you specify your prefer-
ences. You'll then receive immediate book
recommendations, as well as a daily email

| with deals on titles matching your interests.

to describe — and yet If none of the suggestions appeal, you can browse
strangely compelling. through available e-books by category. But do it

* Review on Page 37. A soon — some of the deals have expiration dates.

Science fiction and the Navy

- collide on the TV series “The
Last Ship,” in which a naval

1 destroyer is adrift in a world

~ mostly wiped out by a deadly
virus. Eric Dane (left) plays the

commanding officer. “Trans-

formers” director Michael
Bay is an executive

& producer here, so

explosive special

effects are likely.

* ‘The Last Ship’

premiere airs June
23 on AFN-Prime.
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Tatum and Hill: The bromance continues

Stars of ‘22 Jump Street’ talk partnership in parody

By Jake CoyLE
The Associated Press

he comic duo of Channing Tatum and
Jonah Hill began with an intentionally
bad idea.

Hill called up Tatum: “So I have
this probably terrible idea, but I want to see if
you're interested,” he said. Adapting the 1980s
TV show “21 Jump Street” was the pitch, and
Tatum couldn’t resist Hill’s anti-sell.

The movie, a send-up of TV show adaptations
while at the same time being one, was a
hit. Now, Hill and Tatum
are back with “22 Jump
Street,” directed (like
the first) by Phil Lord
and Chris Miller, the
maestros of turning
shallow conceits
(“The Lego Movie”)
into self-reflexive

satire.

Beginning
with a “previ-
ously on” clip
reel and ending

with a slew of
mock sequel

teasers, “22

Jump Street”

again showcas-

es Tatum and

Hill’s rapport

in a self-aware

comedy that
sends up
sequel-making
and dissolves
into such
absurdity that,
one point, it
literally turns
into “The Benny
Hill Show.”
In a recent inter-
view, Hill and Tatum

-
37

Victoria Will, Invisio/AP

reflected on their partnership in parody.

Did you know early on how good your chemistry
together was?

Hill: I think we got lucky. We knew we would get along,
but also the way we interact is luckily funny. It makes us
laugh. I think it makes other people enjoy watching us
hang out. When we’re on set and we’re hanging out and
laughing, I can see people smiling.

Tatum: I definitely went into this, more than most
films, with zero, zero ego. I was very insecure about
trying to go do a comedy. I was just sort of like: “Tell me
what to do.”

You guys might seem quite different, but you over-
lap in many ways. You have director Bennett Miller in
common (Hill received his first Oscar nomination for
Miller’s “Moneyball,” while Tatum stars in the upcom-
ing “Foxcatcher"), and you both have terrible things
done to you in “This Is the End.”

Tatum: It was like 2 in the morning — they must
have still been shooting — and I hear my email go off. I
pick up my phone for whatever reason. I never do this. T
don’t email with Seth (Rogen), but it’s Seth and he’s like,
“Don’t be mad at me. We're sitting here and we have a
crazy idea for a cameo for you that involves you, Danny
MecBride, a retractable dog leash and a Mexican wres-
tling mask.” And I was like, “I'm in.”

In the time you’ve been making the “Jump Street”
movies, your careers have both exploded.

Tatum: When (Hill) got nominated (for “The Wolf of
Wall Street”), it was so insanely ... I felt like I got nomi-
nated. I'm not even kidding. It was one of those, like,
“YES!”

Hill: T had a very similar experience with Cannes. I
was in my bed at home and I got an email with the first
“Foxcatcher” review from Cannes. It was like 6 or 7 a.m.
in Los Angeles. And I knew what that meant for the road
they’re about to go on. I was screaming and I called him
(Tatum) and Bennett. Neither of them picked up. They
screened my calls.

How did the end credits sequence of fake “Jump
Street” sequels come about?

Hill: We were screening the movie and it was testing
really well and the audience was responding really well
to it. We were sitting around going, “The movie plays
great. I wish there was one more thing to send people off
with a great feeling.” One last jab at ourselves, too. One
more: “We suck.”

Channing Tatum, left, and Jonah Hill star in the action comedy “22 Jump Street.”

Jump’ for joy: Here’s a hilarious sequel

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

ou’re pretty much going
to have to see “22 Jump
Street” twice — just to
catch all the jokes the
roars of laughter make you miss.

No kidding, when this buddy
cop parody hits its sweet spots
— bromance gags carried to
hilarious extremes by Jonah Hill
and Channing Tatum, too-dumb-
to-be-a-cop riffs by Tatum and
a couple of vintage, sneering
rants by Ice Cube — “22,” the
sequel to “21,” only “exactly the
same” as the first film (a running
gag), becomes a “see it again on
Netflix when I can hear it all”
experience.

This comedy produces the big-
gest, loudest laughs of any movie
this summer.

Undercover cops Jenko
(Tatum) and Schmidt (Hill) are
sent off to M.C. State University
to track down a new designer
drug that college kids are using

New on base
“22 Jump Street” is at:

Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baumbholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano
and Vicenza.

Pacific

Yokota, Zama, Foster,
Futenma, Hansen, Kadena,
Kinser, Schwab, Yongsan
South Post No. 1, Casey,
Henry, Humphreys, Kunsan
and Osan.

Online: 22jumpstreetmovie.
com

to help them focus.

They try to blend in by doing
slam poetry, by pledging a frat,
hitting parties and asking around
about the drug and this coed who
died because of something she
knew about it.

But they’re not fooling anybody.

“He’s like a 30-year-old
eighth-grader!”

The filmmakers and the cast

mock the idea of a sequel and get

away with doing exactly what
they’re mocking, even if “it’s
always worse the second time
around.”

Ice Cube, making the most
of just a few scenes as Captain
Dickson, lands more laughs with
a scowl or three than he has in
his last five pictures.

Hill scores with an epic girl-
fight and a blast of slam poetry.
Tatum is comically convincing
as a walk-on superstar tight end
for the football team, and a park-
our-loving jock who climbs walls
and finds a new BFF in an Owen
Wilson-look-alike quarterback
(Wyatt Russell).

A pack of credited writers, and
the co-directors of the first film,
those “Cloudy With a Chance of
Meatballs” guys Phil Lord and
Christopher Miller, conjure up
good, quick-footed and foul-

GLEN WiLSON, SoNy PicTURES/AP

Jonah Hill, left, and Channing Tatum, return as undercover officers
who go back to school in the buddy cop sequel “22 Jump Street.”

mouthed fun. It goes on way too
long, peaks too early and sputters
before rallying with a frothy fi-
nale and a closing credits gag that
Kkills, but also goes on too long.
That doesn’t much matter. Hlll
and Tatum are the

— homoerotic or not.

And you're still going to need
to see this one twice to get all the
sight gags, punchlines and prat-
falls that this “exactly the same”
sequel serves up.

big-screen odd couples, a happy-
goofy one that seems headed for
along and fruitful relationship

“22 Jump Street” is rated R for lan-
guage throughout, sexual content,
drug material, brief nudity and some
violence. Running time: 112 minutes.
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Jay Baruchel
Virainia Mavo/AP

All aboot a hero

Jay Baruchel lets his inner Canadian
out with ‘How to Train Your Dragon 2’

By RoGER MOORE
McClatchy-Tribune News Service

anadians are easy to spot in Florida.

Guys like Jay Baruchel don’t have to

open their mouths and drop an “aboot”

or “I've never BEAN here before” to
give away the game. They’re pink.

“I'm like a Jane Austen character,” the skinny,
big-screen funnyman admits. “I need a parasol
when I'm down here.”

The 32-year-old Ottawa native has made his
mark in indie films (“Fanboys,” “I'm Reed Fish”)
and as a part of the ensemble of some of the big-
gest comedy hits in recent film history — “Tropic
Thunder,” “Knocked Up,” “This is the End.”

But the one part he truly owns is Hiccup, the
hero of the “How to Train Your Dragon” movies,
an animated character who is “the Jay Baruchel
of the Viking World,” Christine Champ noted at
film.com. The character has Baruchel’s “angsty

arcasm,” his distinct, high-pitched voice, and
his speaking style, which Time Out London
compared to “the beguiling delivery of a young
Christian Slater.”

In “How to Train Your Dragon 2,” Hiccup be-
comes downright — dare we say it? — Canadian.
“He’s a peacemaker,” Baruchel says of Hic-

cup, based on the hero of Cressida Cowell’s
“How to Train Your Dragon” books. “He wants
reconciliation, across the board. He IS Cana-
dian. In a way. He’s a great moderator. He wants
cooler heads to prevail, and he knows we’re bet-
ter off if we can all find a way to get along.”

Baruchel revels in talking about the “Dragon”
movies — the new “Dragon 2” and “Dragon
3,” which is already in the planning stages. He
bought into the franchise right away because of
the character, who “represents people who are

earnest in their beliefs, and who refuse to accept
things the way they are. Just because this is how
things have been doesn’t mean this is how they
have to be or will be forever and ever.”

He connects Hiccup, a quirky tinkerer, black-
smith’s apprentice and dragon-loving dreamer
amongst the pillager Vikings of his family and
village, to his own life.

“Hiccup is a great emblem for anyone who
is wired differently. He’s still all Viking, even
though he’s the least Viking of them all. So he’s
loyal. But I had a dad whose sole ambition for
me was that I play hockey and live exactly the
same life that he did. And that was never going
to be an option.

“... There’s a lot of kids out there who face that
... Hiccup tells these kids that the things you've
been told are failings can actually be virtues,
and will be, if you give them time.”

A Canadian child actor summoned to Hol-
lywood by director Cameron Crowe for a role
in “Almost Famous,” Baruchel picked up on
how he sounded — slightly nasal-voiced — and
looked different from the standard issue movie
stars or even character actors of his generation.

“They’d say ‘You’'ve got such a distinct voice!”
And I was never sure how to take that. Maybe
because they’d IMITATE me when they said it.
But it’s just another thing I'd have thought was a
failing that has become a virtue.”

And the beanpole appearance might make
him a great foil for his beefier Canadian pal Seth
Rogen, and a natural to star in a movie titled
“She’s Out of My League.” But it can be limiting.

“I know. I KNOW. I've tried. I am working
enough to eat. I swear. At some point, I'll just
say ‘tapeworm’ and leave it at that. I weighed
myself two days ago. I got up to 157. I was so
proud, a new record!”

DreaMWORKS ANIMATION/AP

“How To Train Your Dragon 2" revolves around Hiccup (voiced by Jay
, the shy but i

teenage son of a Viking chief.

‘How to Train Your Dragon 2’
a high-soaring, 3-D adventure

By STEPHANIE MERRY
The Washington Post

here is an unbearably
adorable moment at the
start of any 3-D chil-
dren’s movie when the
first frames hit the screen and
the little ones in the audience
let out a collective “woooooow”
as they reach up to touch the
images coming at them. This is,
for better or worse, the highlight
of some 3-D fare. But in “How to
Train Your Dragon 2,” that mo-
ment is really just an auspicious
beginning for a riveting, moving
and beautifully animated film.

It’s understandable if you ap-
proach this sequel with some res-
ignation. You'll take the kids to
see it because it’s the only option,
and the fact that writer-director
Dean DeBlois already has plans
for a third and possibly fourth
installment isn’t necessarily
heartening — another franchise
proving the law of diminish-
ing returns, you might mutter.
But the follow-up to the 2010
blockbuster, based on books by
Cressida Cowell about a dragon
rider and his beloved pet, shows
sequel-makers how to do it right.

The movie begins five years
after the last one ended. The
Celtic island of Berk has be-
come a safe haven and breeding
ground for dragons; there’s even
a basketball-like sport involv-
ing dragon riders using sheep to
score points. (PETA might not
entirely approve of this particu-
lar scene, animated or not.)

But while the whole island
watches the tourney, self-ap-
pointed cartographer Hiccup
(voiced by Jay Baruchel) and
his pet night fury, Toothless, are
exploring far-flung destinations.

On one of these adventures,
the beanpole of a young man
stumbles upon an island made
of spiky ice that’s home to some
unsavory characters. They’re
dragon hunters led by Eret (Kit
Harington), and they spend their
days rounding up fire-breath-
ers for a mysterious overlord
named Drago, who clearly has
sinister intentions. There’s hope
for taking on Drago, though. Hic-
cup joins forces with a masked
dragon rider whose identity
won’t be revealed here, except
to say that she’s voiced by Cate
Blanchett and has a real dream
job: She’s the zookeeper of a mas-
sive dragon sanctuary.

“How to Train Your Dragon
2” is brimming with action while
remaining mercifully straight-
forward. The undumg of many
a sequel lies in its ir on

New on hase

“How to Train Your Dragon
2”is playing at:

Europe

Mildenhall, Ansbach,
Baumbholder, Grafenwohr,
Hohenfels, Ramstein,
Spangdahlem, Stuttgart,
Vilseck, Wiesbaden, Aviano,
Sigonella and Vicenza.
Pacific

Showboat, Village, Benny
Decker, Yokota, Zama,
Foster, Kadena, Kinser,
Schwab, Yongsan South Post
No. 1, Casey, Henry, Hum-
phreys, Kunsan and Osan.
Online: howtotrainyour-
dragon.com

introducing multiple enemies to
up the ante. There’s none of that.

Meanwhile, the movie manag-
es to tackle themes of growing up
and finding independence; com-
ing to terms with one’s heritage;
forgiveness; and how to properly
care for a pet.

“How to Train Your Dragon 2" is rated
PG for adventure action and some mild
rude humor. Running time: 102 minutes.
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Days of Future Past
(PG13)- Thur 18:00, 20:30, Fri 15:45, 17:30,

Edge of Tomorrow {PG13)- Tnm
, 18:15, 20:30, Fri 15:45, 18

Sat 15:30, 18:00, 20:15, 22:30, Sun 15 an 18: on

20:15, Mon - Wed 16:00, 18:15,

Transformers: Age of E

June 27 Ticket sale has started

Also showing: The Amazing Spiderma

Rise of Electro, Godzilla
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When he gets caught up in a burglary, Det. Ronan O’Connor’s life
is brought to an untimely end by a brutal and relentless killer. In

order to escape from the

bo world of Dusk, he must track down

his killer and bring him to justice in “Murdered: Soul Suspect.”

Photos courtesy of Square Enix

By BriaN BowERs
Stars and Stripes

eing dead definitely has its
drawbacks. But it also has a few
advantages in “Murdered: Soul
Suspect.”

The mystery game from Square Enix
puts you in the shoes of Ronan O’Connor,
a homicide detective in Salem, Mass.
Within the first few minutes, you are
thrown from a fourth-floor window and
shot seven times with your own handgun.
You are dead on the spot.

However, with a setting like the famous
witch-hunt town of Salem, you have to
suspect something supernatural will
occur. And, sure enough, your spirit is up
and investigating
the scene of your
own murder before
your corpse is even
cold.

You find out that
you are trapped
in a limbo world
known as Dusk,
where those with
unfinished busi-
ness are held until things can be set
right. It seems that you need to find your
Killer before you can cross the bridge to
eternity and join your deceased wife. And
since your death occurred when you in-
terrupted a suspected serial killer, there’s
alot of investigating to do before you can
make that trip.

Dusk is like an alternate dimension
that overlaps the physical world. In ad-
dition to Salem’s current buildings and
residents, the otherworldly remains of
previous structures and inhabitants fill
the cityscape.

As a ghost, the spiritual portions of
this world seem to have more substance
than the material portions. In theory,
you should be able to pass through all
material objects but not the spiritual.

In practice, you also can’t pass through

Detective stops at nothing in quest to
find killer in *‘Murdered: Soul Suspect’

exterior walls because most of Salem’s
buildings have been consecrated over the
years. However, once you get inside, you
can pass through all material objects.

‘While walking through walls is a cool
trick, the flip side is that you can’t pick up
material objects to examine them. And
you definitely can’t talk to anyone unless
they happen to have psychic abilities.
This makes investigating a crime scene
or interviewing witnesses a bit tricky.
Fortunately, you meet a teenage medium
named Joy who can help you out.

You quickly discover that you can do
many unusual things in your ghostly
state. In addition to passing through
walls, you can teleport for short distances
and possess the bodies of cats so you
can climb to elevated areas blocked by
obstacles.

Other abilities are very helpful when
conducting an investigation. You can
possess a living person to read their
mind, see things through their eyes and
even influence them to do something that
will reveal a clue. For example, you can
get someone to move a stack of papers
to reveal evidence underneath. You can

also interact with the spiritual residue of
previous events and get them to replay
for you.

Conducting an investigation works in
a way similar to other detective games,
such as “L.A. Noire” and “Heavy Rain.”
A magnifying glass will appear over
items or people that might have informa-
tion. Then, you need to select the item
or person and gather the corresponding
clue. In some cases, you need to consider
a collection of clues and determine their
significance or relationship. This will
usually unlock additional information.
After gathering all of the clues in an
area, you need to determine their overall
meaning and the next move in the case.

Use of your investigative skills isn’t
confined to your own case. You’ll meet a
number of other ghosts trapped in Dusk
and you can offer to help them. In most
cases, you'll need to gather clues in the
usual manner to reveal something about
the nature of the ghost’s death. If you're
successful, the ghost will be enveloped in
light and depart the scene on the way to a
happier place.

However, some of the spiritual inhabit-
ants of Dusk are more menacing than

Overall grade: (4

ghosts in need of assistance. Demons
roam the realm looking for souls to de-
vour. When you encounter these critters,
you can jump into a wispy blob of residue
left by another spirit and wait until it gets
bored and moves off. But in most cases,
you will need to eliminate the menace by
sneaking up from behind and dispelling
it.

These occasional encounters with
demons offer the only real action in the
game. Its primary focus is on the detec-
tive work. Fortunately, the investigations
and the storyline are interesting.

Unfortunately, the game isn’t very long.
I played it for about eight hours, and I
spent more than half of that time repeat-
edly retracing my steps to ensure that
Thad found every clue and collectible
available. In addition, “Murdered” offers
virtually no replay value. You are going
to find most of the collectibles during
the course of your investigations and the
story isn’t going to change on a second
playthrough.

These issues, and the fact that many of
Salem’s inhabitants look very similar and
say the same things over and over, make
the game feel a bit shallow.

The graphics are somewhat disap-
pointing. Isuspect I would have been
impressed on the Xbox 360, but the real-
ism and detail seemed to be a bit lack-
ing when compared to top games on the
Xbox One.

The game earns its mature rating
because of the disturbing nature of the
crimes committed.

Bottom line: C+ “Murdered: Soul
Suspect” is an enjoyable mystery game
that ends much too quickly.

Platforms: Xbox 360, Xbox One, Play-
Station 3, PlayStation 4, PC

Online: murdered.com

f Many more staff-written game reviews at stripes.com/military-life
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THE EUROPE EXPERIENCE

Visitors watch an elephant bathing in a state-of-the-art elephant park that opened June 7 at Zoo Zurich in Zurich, Switzerland. After
IephantParkoﬂersaspaqous IMngareaformescxelephamatmezoo, plus

the Kaeng El

three years of

many and pools

are

Read more at zoo.ch/elephantpark

DO THIS:
Tour Oxford’s garden

The University of Oxford Bo-
tanic Garden bills itself as the oldest
botanical garden in Britain and the
most compact yet diverse collec-
tion of plants in the world. Adult day
passes cost 4.50 pounds (about $6)
and audio-
tours are
available.
Guided
tours for a
minimum
of 15 adults
can be
booked two
weeks in
advance.
Daily tours
at11 a.m. or
2 p.m. cost9
pounds per
adult; eve- -
ning tours O o nden
cost 13
pounds per ~More than 5,000
adult. Tours ~plant species thrive
can be on at the Oxford Botanic
a topic of Garden. Magdalen
interestto  College’s tower looms
the group, in the distance, above.
such as

Patrick B. Kraemer, KEYsTong/AP medicinal herbs, and led by a curator
) ’ (for an extra fee).

Email: tickets@obg.ox.ac.uk

Call: (+44) (0)1865 286690.

‘Web: www.botanic-garden.ox.ac.uk

TOP TRAVEL PICKS

Free theater in London

If theater’s your thing and free
is your watchword, London is
your place to be in the coming
days.

The Greenwich Docklands
Festival, opening Friday and
running through June 28, offers
10 days of theater, dance and
spectacle. Acts consist of street
artists, musicians, magicians,
actors and just about any other
type of performer imaginable.

Deciding what not to miss is
no easy task, but performances
singled out on the event web-
site include Muaré, aerialists
performing to live music on
revolving mobiles (Friday);
“War Correspondents,” showing
the life-changing experiences
of journalists against a musi-
cal backdrop (Friday through
Sunday); “Deblozay,” the sum-
moning of spirits in a Haitian
culture-inspired ceremony
(Friday and Saturday); “Safe
House,” aerial performances
and projections (Saturday); “The
Legend of Hamba,” a modern
mystery play by African theater
company Tiata Fahodzi (June
23-26); “Kadogo, Child Soldier,”
a play by Chilean company La
Patriético Interesante (June 23-
27); and “Arka,” a huge winged
ship that sails off into a sea of py-
rotechnics to the sound of Balkan

Karen Bradbury

See the Europe Traveler blog
at stripes.com/travel/
europe-travel

wedding music (June 28).

The Greenwich Fair at the
0ld Royal Naval College and
Cutty Sark Gardens runs Friday
to Sunday and offers a similar
program.

The festival sprawls across
several locations between Royal
Greenwich to Mile End Park and
includes the areas of Woolwich,
Canary Wharf and Queen Eliza-
beth Olympic Park. Get the full
program at festival.org

Trafalgar Square also will host
open air theater this weekend,
when the event known as West
End Live celebrates its 10th year.
The event showcases the quality
and diversity of theatrical per-
formances in the West End.

Audiences are treated to some

of the biggest names in musical
theater performing songs from
the productions in which they
star. Stands set up in the square
offer interactive activities from
some of London’s best-known
cultural attractions.

Performances will include
excerpts from “Wicked,” “Billy
Elliot the Musical,” “Les Miser-
ables,” “Phantom of the Opera,”
“Miss Saigon,” “Jersey Boys,”
“Mamma Mia!,” “Thriller,” “The
Lion King,” “Stomp” and many
more plays and shows. Each
performance lasts from 10 to 30
minutes.

Performances take place from
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday and
noon to 6 p.m. Sunday. No tickets
are needed, but entry is re-
stricted when the square reaches
capacity. To learn more, visit
westendlive.co.uk

Surf sounds in Italy

What exactly does surf music
sound like? Find out this week-
end in Livorno, Italy, as the
Surfer Joe Summer Fest brings
the sounds of Southern Califor-
nia to the shores of the Ligurian
Sea.

Visitors to this festival fit
for all ages will find new and
established surf bands; exhi-
bitions of old guitars, amps
and instruments; a market for
records and other merchandise;

movies and food and drink at the
American-style Surfer Joe Diner.
Those in the know will recognize
performers such as Fifty Foot
Combo, Slacktone, Paul Johnson
and The Pyronauts. A host of
other bands, mostly from Eu-
rope, take to the stage, too.

Events of interest include the
Surfer Joe Guitar Rumble, an
exhibition of a private collection
of more than 100 Fender guitars,
and demos of the art of tiki carv-
ing. New to this year’s festival
is a seminar on the basics of
surf music, with demonstrations
given by some of the fest’s top
performers. Surf guitar is high-
lighted Saturday at 5:30 p.m.;
surf drumming is featured that
same time Sunday.

This free festival takes place
at Terrazza Mascagni, directly
on the coast. There’s no camp-
ing on premises, although there
are plenty of camping areas and
B&Bs in the area. Festival hours
are Friday from 7 p.m. until mid-
night; Saturday from 12:30 p.m.
to 1:15 a.m. Sunday; and Sunday
from noon until midnight.

Learn more at surferjoemusic.
com

Worldwide Harley Ride
Here’s an event taking place as
close as your Harley-Davidson
motorcycle is parked to you right
now.

On Sunday and Monday,
Harley owners are called upon to
participate in World Ride 2014.
Wherever they are across the
globe, riders are urged to break
free from the daily grind and
celebrate the freedom found only
on the open road.

According to information on
the Harley-Davidson media
website, the event was launched
in 2008 as Million Mile Mon-
day, and expanded to a two-day
event in 2012. Last year’s edition
coincided with the 110th anni-
versary of the Harley brand and
saw riders in 66 countries take to
the road, collectively racking up
more than 10 million miles.

Taking part in the 2014 event
is as simple as registering and
logging into the HD online mile-
age accumulator. Riders are
encouraged to share stories and
photos on social media sites by
using the hashtag #Hdworldride.

Riders can download a certifi-
cate of participation after logging
their miles. See how at ridefree.
harley-davidson.com/worldride/
en-us

What to do if you have no
Harley? HD-authorized rentals
are available at more than 350 lo-
cations around the world. To see
how one can be yours, if only for
a day, check out harley-davidson.
com/content/h-d/en_US/home/
try-a-bike/rent-a-bike.html

f Looking for even more to do? For additional events, concerts and acti

ties, go to stripes.com/military-life
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Of riches and revolution

Mussolini once lived at luxury hotel on Lake Garda

By Nancy MONTGOMERY
Stars and Stripes

ussolini slept here.
The fascist

dictator also dined,

dallied and did the
bidding of his Nazi protectors
here in Gargnano, Italy, near the
end of World War II in a neo-
Gothic villa on the shore of Lake
Garda owned by the Feltrinellis,
one of Italy’s richest families.

Mussolini’s end was grue-
some: After he was captured by
partisans near Lake Como and
executed, his body was stoned
and spat upon, then hung upside
down on a meat hook, alongside
that of his much-younger mis-
tress, from the roof of an Esso
gas station in Milan.

Only last week, a wardrobe
that for years held the remains
of the totalitarian leader who
sought to make Italy a national-
istic, militaristic, anti-egalitar-
ian state, was put up for sale on
eBay, starting at $7,000.

The villa, on the other hand,
lives on.

After the war, the house was
reclaimed by the Feltrinelli fam-
ily. Among them was Giangia-
como Feltrinelli, a publisher who
rebelled against his upbringing
and founded a group that advo-
cated guerrilla activity on behalf
of Ttaly’s working class.

He hid out at the villa in 1970,
‘when, according to villa history,
he was an international fugi-
tive. His death near Milan two
years later was attributed to his
accidentally triggering his own
explosives during a mission to
blow up power lines.

Now, the villa is a grand hotel
— for the one percent and those
‘who wish to live like them, if only
briefly.

The hotel, painted terra cotta
and gold, and its surrounding
acres of perfectly manicured
grounds and gardens, sit en-
closed behind a gate and down
alushly forested drive. All tow-
ers, frescoes, marble, antiques,
Michelin-starred cuisine, lake
views, croquet, lemon trees, flow-
ers and butterflies, it is inacces-
sible to anyone other than paying
guests and the

Proros sy Nancy MonTcomeRy/Stars and Stripes

The Grand Hotel a Villa Feltrinelli in Gargnano, ltaly, faces Lake Garda, Iltaly’s largest lake.

h

The wine: 3 euros. The chips and olives: free. The view of Lake
Garda from the luxury hotel: priceless.

unexpectedly on a sunny May
afternoon, following a guest driv-
ing a Lamborghini.
Opened in 2001 by famous
hotelier Bob

workers who
outnumber
them three to
one.

The 21 rooms
cost between
nearly $2,000 to
nearly $4,000
anight, with a
two-night mini-

Gargnano

Lake Garda

mum stay.

Few guests
are aware of
the villa’s inter-
esting past, said
staffer Alessia
Micheletti,
who graciously
gave me a tour =

Burns, who
served four
years in the
U.S. Army,
the hotel
does, how-
ever, provide
a two-page
villa history.
There are two
paragraphs
about Mus-
solini’s time
there. “This
‘was probably
the unhap-
piest time in
Mussolini’s life
as a political

Vicenza

when I arrived

Noca Ami-rav/Stars and Stripes

leader,” ac-

cording to the history. “He was,
in spite of the appearance, a
prisoner. ... He was guarded by
German officers and forced into
a humiliating isolation.”

Mussolini’s stay began in Oc-
tober 1943, after he was deposed
and arrested in Rome by Italian
authorities, then freed by Nazi
commandos, who spirited him
north to front a shadow govern-
ment in Salo.

By April 1945, Mussolini, who
frequently posed shirtless for
photographs and boasted of his
unflagging libido, and whose
21-year rule of Italy brought it
to the edge of ruin, was again on
the run. He was shot to death on
April 28, two days before Adolf
Hitler killed himself and 10 days
before the official end of World
War II in Europe.

More than a hundred guests
have written reviews of the hotel

on the Trip Advisor website and
without fail describe it as per-
fect, pure bliss and the best hotel
in the world.

One reviewer said she’d won-
dered if any hotel could be worth
so much money, and found that it
could. She reported a “first-hand
experience of the lost, gilded
world” where she enjoyed “spine-
tingling daydreams of Daniel
Craig climbing out of the lake in
a frogman suit” and impeccable,
friendly service.

“I could vacation in the bath-
room alone!” she wrote.

Still, she had a few sugges-
tions. “The rose petals in the
toilet are too much,” she wrote.
“I am sure Benito Mussolini
liked them in his toilet bowl, but
they are in bad taste.”

montgomery.nancy@stripes.com

The hotel’s salon is

i ol

stunning with its set of 1920s butterfly prints.

ON THE QT

LOCATION

The Grand Hotel a Villa
Feltrinelli is located at 25084
Gargnano, Italy.

COSTS

Rooms start at nearly $2,000
anight.

FOOD

Michelin-starred cuisine,
served whenever and where-
ever guests desire.

INFORMATION

Phone: (+39) 0365-798000;
website: villafeltrinelli.com

— Nancy Montgomery

Halian fascist dictator Benito
Mussolini lived in the Villa
Feltrinelli from 1943 to 1945,
guarded by German officers and
feeling humiliated, according

to historical accounts. But he
was still able to meet his young
mistress for trysts in this tower
a few miles away, according to a
historical plaque.
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THE WAFFLE
HOUSE

Address: 39 St. Giles
Street, Norwich, England
Hours: 10 a.m.-10 p.m.
Mondays through Sat-
urdays; 10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Sundays.
Menu Belgian waffle
combinations; gluten-free
available. Beer, wine, cider
and non-alcoholic drinks.
Dress: Casual.
Prices: Lunch and din-
ner entrees generally cost
about 8 British pounds
(about $13).
More information:
Telephone: (+44) (0)
1603-612790; website:
wafflehousenorwich.co.uk.
The restaurant also has a
Facebook page.

— Adam L. Mathis

After

By Apawm L. MatHIS
Stars and Stripes

ne restaurant in Nor-
wich, England, has
opened my mind to the
possibility of waffles.

Americans have largely, and
sadly, confined waffles to break-
fast, accompanied with fruit
and/or syrup. Europeans are not
so myopic, and embrace waffles
as a medium for dessert. Smoth-
er a waffle with syrup and drop
some ice cream on it, and you
have a pub dessert. Or use the
stiff square of carbohydrates as
a vehicle for melted chocolate or
other sweet accoutrements and
buy one to carry out on the street
and munch while sightseeing.

The Waffle House in Norwich
has decided even that is too limit-
ing, and no aspect of the dining
experience should be without
waffles. Meeting the promise of
its name, it offers waffles in vir-
tually every dish, from chicken
teriyaki to chicken salad.

This somewhat imaginative
idea is executed simply enough.
My order of warm chicken salad
was a pile of greens mixed with

il

PHoTos BY Apam L. MarHis/Stars and Stripes

The pecan waffle with butternut sauce is one of several desserts offered by The Waffle House.

bits of fig, toasted walnuts and
gouda cheese, topped with long
strips of chicken. All of this was
plopped on top of a plain waffle.
The waffle essentially became
the croutons, providing the
starchy counterpoint to the tangy
lemon dressing and sweetness of
the fig.

Simply slipping a waffle under
food not usually associated with
one unfortunately takes some of
the glamour off the menu. The
offerings of Oriental vegetable,
cashew stir fry and Bolognese
have great potential for creativ-
ity and fires the diner’s imagina-
tion when it comes to how food
can be combined with a waffle.
It was a little disappointing that
my waffle was simply an addition
and not integrated into the meal.
Why not add spices to the batter
or cook the meat into the waffle?

But while The Waffle House
might not have capitalized on its
mainstay’s creative potential, the
waffle can bring a welcome nu-
ance to entrees. My wife ordered
one covered in cheese sauce and
topped with ham and mush-
rooms. She pointed out that the
waffle added a different texture

r
The waffle’s texture holds up well to a topping of cheese sauce with
ham and mushrooms. The dish is one of several savory lunch or

dinner offerings on the menu.

Hours: England

Chicken and greens sit atop a plain waffle, the signature of The
Waffle House. The restaurant’s novelty stems from including a waffle
with most dishes, not changing the waffle to fit the dish.

to the meal and became less
soggy than bread would have.
Lack of imagination does not
diminish the quality of the des-
serts, which can be delicious,
as my wife found out when she
ordered the decadent chocolate
mousse balanced by a plain
waffle. My waffle with pecans
and butternut sauce was more
complex, with a mix of sweet and

offering of The Waffle House.

bitter flavors.

The menu is available online
for anyone planning a trip to
Norwich. (The Waffle House also
has a St. Albans location). If the
thought of Asian tuna salad with
a bit of waffle padding sounds de-
licious to you, then the restaurant
will be worth a trip.
mathis.adam@stripes.com
Twitter: @AMathisStripes

P N

The chocolate mousse waffle is a decadent and more traditional

Flourless
cookie is
easy and
delicious

Star Tribune (Minneapolis)
Chocolate. Easy. Fabulous.

Gluten-free. Now get baking!

FLOURLESS CHOCOLATE

PECAN COOKIES

Ingredients:

2 cups dark chocolate chips
(60 percent cocoa content or
more), divided

3 tablespoons unsalted
butter

1 cups sugar

3 tablespoons cornstarch

¥ teaspoon baking powder

Y4 teaspoon kosher salt

3eggs

4 tablespoons pecans,
roughly chopped and toasted

Directions:

Put a saucepan filled with
about 2 inches of water over
medium heat and simmer.
Place a stainless steel bowl
on top of the water (making
sure the bowl does not touch
the water) and add 12 cups
chocolate chips. Stir to ensure
the chips are completely
melted before turning off
heat. In a separate micro-
wave-proof bowl, melt butter
in microwave oven and stir
into melted chocolate. Keep
mixture warm over double
boiler with heat turned off.

In a large mixing bowl,
whisk together sugar, corn-
starch, baking powder and
salt. Add eggs and whisk until
fully incorporated and batter
resembles pancake batter.
Slowly whisk in melted choco-
late-butter mixture (reheat if
it has begun to solidify). Using
a spatula, gently fold remain-
ing Y2 cup chocolate chips, as
well as pecans, into the batter.

Cover batter tightly with
plastic wrap. Refriger-
ate overnight. When ready
to bake, preheat oven to
350 degrees and line bak-
ing sheets with parchment
paper. Using your hands or
a scoop, break dough into
pieces (about 2 tablespoons
of batter is a good size). Roll
dough into balls. Place balls at
least 2 inches apart on baking
sheets. Gently press the tops
of the dough, forming it into a
thick disk. Bake in the oven’s
middle rack until cookies are
just beginning to crack on top
but the dough is set on the
edge and has a soft spot in
the center (about the size of
a quarter), about 8 minutes,
rotating pan halfway through
baking. Remove from oven
and allow cookies to cool on
baking sheets until cookies
further set, about S to 7 min-
utes. Serve warm, or carefully
slide parchment paper onto
a wire rack and cool cookies
completely.

Makes about 16 to 20 cookies. From
“Dominique Ansel: The Secret
Recipes” (Simon & Schuster).
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PHotos By MickaeL Asrams/Stars and Stripes

Mont-St-Michel at dusk. The first church built on this small island off the French coast was constructed in 709. Later, an abbey church was built on the top of the rock and
fortifications were added. Today it is one of France’s top tourist attractions, with more than 3 miillion visitors a year.

Tourists, not pilgrims, now flock to Mont-St-Michel, the abbey built on rock

By MICHAEL ABRAMS
Stars and Stripes

t rises nearly 500 feet out
of the water and can be
seen from miles away. It is
perhaps, with the excep-
tion of the Eiffel Tower, France’s
most distinct tourist sight. It is
the fortified medieval abbey of
Mont-St-Michel.

A silver-clad statue of St. Michael stands in
the 11th-century parish church of St. Pierre at
Mont-St-Michel, or St. Michael’s mount.

Its beginnings are as fantastic
as its appearance. As the story
goes, the Archangel Michael had
Aubert, the bishop of Avranches,
build a chapel on an outcrop
of rock off the French coast,
then called Mont Tombe. Later,
Benedictine monks settled the
island at the request of the duke
of Normandy.

The abbey church was built in
the 11th century
and from then
until the 16th cen-
tury, construc-
tion on the rock
continued until
it was a mightily
fortified, magnifi-
cent abbey that
never fell to an
enemy.

Mont-St-Mi-
chel was for
nearly 1,000
years a place
of pilgrimage.
Pilgrims flocked
to the rock, tak-
ing horse-drawn
carts across the
causeway that
linked it with the
mainland at low
tide, and wading
or swimming to
reach it when the
tide was high.

Eventu-
ally, however, the
importance and
influence of the
abbey declined,
and Mont-St-Mi-
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Noaa Awr-aav/Stars and Strpes

chel was used as a prison during
the French Revolution. In the
late 19th century it was declared
a historical monument, and since
1979, Mont-St-Michel, along with
its bay, has been on the UNESCO
World Heritage list.

Instead of pilgrims, tour-
ists now flock here. More than
3 million visitors a year make it
almost Disneyland-like during
the day. In the evenings things
quiet down, making it a better
time to visit.

The mighty doors to the abbey
church shut an hour before it
actually closes, so arrive early
enough to visit (we, unfortunate-
ly, did not), before wandering
through the narrow, cobblestone
lanes that lead up, down and
around the abbey. Nearby, the
Musée Historique traces the his-
tory of the island throughout the
centuries.

From the Tour du Nord (North
Tower) there is a good view of

A look straight up the high walls of Mont-St-Michel’s abbey church.

the abbey, the fortifications and
the Bay of Mont-St-Michel. You
can walk a good section of the
ramparts, looking down into the
courtyards and streets below.
Be sure to check out the 11th-
century parish church of St.
Pierre with its silver-clad statue
of the Archangel Michael before
having dinner at a restaurant in

Mont-St-Michel.

Finally, take the shuttle back
toward the car park, getting off
at the Place du Barrage stop.
From the dam, watch as the sun
sets over the bay as the lights
come on at Mont-St-Michel, mak-
ing an enchanting, ever-chang-
ing light show.
abrams.mike@stripes.com
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KNOW & GO: MONT-ST-MICHEL

Getting there

Mont-St-Michel is off the
French coast near where Nor-
mandy and Brittany meet.

If you are coming from the D-
Day Beaches, take highway A84
(E3) south past Avranches, then

follow signs to Mont-St-Michel
taking N175 toward Pontorson,
then D43 and D75.

From the Brittany American
Cemetery at St. James, take D30
to Pontorson, then D975 north to
Mont-St-Michel.

GPS coordinates:

Micuaer Asraws/Stars and Stripes

The village of Mont-St-Michel is a warren of narrow alleyways that
mostly lead up to the abbey church.

Hotel Am See ﬁ
Kirchenthumbacher St. 36

92676 Eschenbach l-—'-

Tel: +49 (0)9645-8444 - Mobil: +49 (0)175-4024023
wwwthotelamsee.de - hotelamsee@usa.net
FREEWIRELESS INTERNET ACCESS

Situated on the shore of the RuBweiher

Glutschaufel Hotel & Restaurant
Interational Hotel & Cisine
Cosmopolitan Atmosphere
Open: Mon-Sat Spm-11pm
Obersee 1,

92676 Eschenbach
09645/602900
wwwglutschaufelde

« Latitude: 48.635826
« Longitude: -1.510725

Times

The abbey is open daily except
Jan. 1, May 1 and Dec. 25. Open
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. May 2 to Aug. 31
and 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sept. 1 to
April 30. Last admission an hour
before closing.

Costs
Admission to the abbey is 9
euros for visitors older than 25,

5.50 euros for ages 18-25; for
those under 18 and a citizen of
the EU, admission is free.

A day of parking at the new
lots on the mainland costs 12.30
euros. If you think you can make
the visit in less than two hours,
it will cost 6.20 euros to park. If
you come for the sunset, parking
is free from 7 p.m. to 2 a.m.

The shuttle from the visitors
center, where there are toilets
and luggage lockers, to Mont-St-
Michel is free.

More information

‘The Mont-St-Michel website is
ot-montsaintmichel.com. Its tour-
ism office is located inside the
walls at the entrance to the vil-
lage and is open all year except
Christmas and New Year’s Day.

If you visit Mont-St-Michel,
plan to make a side trip to Brit-
tany American Cemetery at St.
James. See Stripes story at
tinyurl.com/12pf4tz.

— Michael Abrams

Restaurant
Directory

L Rz stovrat Teki
"™ Chinese and Mongolian Buffet

Nikolaisr. 8, 92637 Weiden/Opf
Tel. 096133896 Fax. 096 -34073/vwww.peking-weiden.de

Kaiserslautern area

QUACK

Gasthaus & Biergarten
Inh. Sascha Gartner
EnterweilerstraBe 74
67657 Kaiserslautern
www.Quack-Kl.de

Tel. 0631/42828

55252 Mainz-Kastel
Tel.06134-24999
www.brauhaus-castel.de

Glutschaufel Hotel & Restaurant
International Hotel & Cuisine
Cosmopolitan Atmosphere
Open: Mon-Sat 5pm-11pm
Obersee 1,

92676 Eschenbach

Tel: 09645/60 29 00
wwwglutschaufel.de

£

Enjoy the taste of Turkey
Riesenstrasse 18
67655 Kaiserslautern
wwwfacebook.com/EfendiKebab

Steinernstrasse 2,
55252 Mainz-Kastel
06134-5649669
Get our juicy Irish Angus Burger!

a% PALLAS #s

Pallas Greek Specialties
Unterer Markt 15 92637 Weiden
Tel./Fax: +49 (0)961-431 62

Fleischeracherloch 1
66849 Landstuhl
06371-2497
wwwpizzeria-salvatore.com

Ok. E
Taunus Strasse 22 sumhl 8 o

65183 Wiesbaden E-“
Tel. 0611-23835808

This Way To Greece...
Original Greek Cuisine
Come as a guest,

leave as a friend

Tel: 0049 961 37279
Schiorplatz 9

92637 Weiden
wwwelgreco-weidende

KAISERSLAUTERN

Eselsfuerth 11
(Just off the A6 down the way from Sembach)
pen Daily
Taxi Services Available
Tel. 0631-40680 - www.irishhouse.de

Villa im Tal

Fine Dining - Events - Catering
Adamstal 4

65195 Wiesbaden

Tel. 0611-2386228
www.villaimtal.de

KB's Country &
Western Saloon
Bergre. 4, 9229 Vilseck

09662-7014481
Open Fri 19:00-03:00 Sat 18:00-03:00

Clina Reghurait
2\ . 2
Clive € .;SF/
Mongolian Grill-Barbecue
Allyou can eat
StraBburger Allee 8 * KL
0631303 7638 - Free parking

Nassaustrasse 6-8
65719 Hofheim-Wallau
06122-4022
wwwsmoketribebba.com

Am Schoenberg 18 - 92655 Grafenwoehr

www.city-hotel-

Hotel Forsthaus by Garmisch
Free Breakfast, Family Apartments,

HoTub, Sauna, Dogs Welcome, E

American/German Owned,

mailcity-hotel-pension-grafenwoehr.de
FREE WIRELESS INTERNET ACCESSS
09641-936390

36 EUR/Person, , Per Night.
Tel: 08824-9120 - Email: hotel@forsthaus- oberau.de
VAT Forms accepted! wwwiforsthaus-oberau.de

Pullman Stuttgart Fontana
Vollmoellerstr. 5, 70563 Stuttart-Vaihingen

Tel:0711-7300 - Email: h54; .
wwwpullmanhotels.com

Near the beautiful city park,
dose to Kelly & Patch Barracks. A perfect place for
overnight stays as well

Hotel de France
=y
in'Wiesbaden's TaunusstaBe’ |
Tel +49 (0)611-95 97 30 d
welcome@hoteldefrance.de | el b
VAT F ted / Credit Cards pted.

Book now! VAT form required,
show your ID card. Book directly
onmarritt.com via your Mil. code.
T:+49(0) 61228010

F:+49.(0) 6122801 800

M: reservations@courtyard-

* wiesbaden.de

Alte Amberger Str. 36
92655 Grafenwohr

Garimish-Partenkrchen
(L Mandhr

Open Wed-Mon: Noon-11pm (Tues. Closed)
Call For Reservations / Take Out Orders
Tel. 0882157486
wwwiistorante-la-mama-garmisch.de
Zugspitzstrasse 27, 82467 Garmisch-Partenkirchen

Kaiserslautern area

Holzofen Pizzeria Am Seewog
Waldstr. 40, 66877,
R ;

Hnges

The Only Indoor and Outdoor Mexican
Sports bar in Ktown.
Am Warmfreibad 3 - 67657 Kaiserslautern
Daily Drink & Menu Specials!

Mainz / Wiesbaden area

Saytoune Cuisine
Oriental

Wilhelm Strasse 52
65183 Wiesbaden
0611-3086110

{
5 )

aflaune

y p
Café Temptation
*Teservations recommended
Walter-Hallstein Strasse 5-7
65197 Wiesbaden (5 minutes from the
Hainerberg\PX area)
Tel.0611-6091230
Email: info@cafe-temptation.de
www.cafe-temptation.de

ENCHILADA -
PLRO M&XICOY
Enchilada - Restaurant Bay Mexicano

Tel: 063719522955
Fax: 063719522944
www.seewoogpizzeria.de

Tel: 0611 450483-50
wiesbaden@enchilada.com

www.enchilada.de

e
Iriel “si%.
Erich- Ollenhauer- Strasse 106

65199 Wiesbaden « Tel. 0611-85834
www.gabriels-restaurant.de

Authenticindian Cuisine
» Esslinger Str. 11

Phone 0711-9976 38 16
’ Leonberger Str. 97

Phone 07152-903232

Indian Restaurant
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Courtesy of Fujikawaguchiko Town Sightseeing Bureau

DO THIS: See Mount Fuji and lavender

See more than 100,000 lavender plants at the foot of Mount Fuji at the Lake Kawaguchi Herb Festival
at Yagizaki Park, Yamanashi prefecture, Japan. The event is now through July 13 and events include a
gardening contest, music concerts, illuminations and fireworks. For more: tinyurl.com/6anbpg. Mount
Fuji opens for the climbing season on July 1. At 12,388 feet, it's Japan’s highest and most famous
peak. To get there, buses take climbers to the fifth station, where it takes six hours to walk up and five
down. Keio buses run from the west exit of Shinjuku Station in Tokyo at 6:40 a.m., 7:40, 8:40, 9:40 &
10:40 a.m. and 12:30, 1:30, 2:40, 3:30, 4:30, 5:50 & 7:30 p.m. For more: fujisan-climb.jp

OFF BASE: MOUNT FUJI

Events are as accurate as possible
at press time. Since times or event
schedules can change, please verify
events before attending.

Japan

Atsugi ITT Tours has a Fuji
sightseeing four 7 a.m. June 28.
Climb Mount Fuji with a guide on
July 20 and 26.

Yokosuka Tours has Mount Fuji
sightseeing frips July 12 and 20;
and family hiking and blueberry
picking July 12 and 27. Outdoor
Recreation Center (finyurl.com/
nngl515) has a mandatory Mount
Fuji safety briefing, AOB/ICR Room,
Community Readiness Center
5:306:30 p.m. June 24, July 1, 8,
15,22, 29, Aug. 5,12, 19 and 26.
Another Mount Fuji safety briefing

is at Fleet theater 11:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. July 2, 9 and Aug. 6. Hike

Looking for even

more to do? For
additional events,
concerts and
activities, go to
stripes.com/
military-life

Mount Fuji 1:45-10 p.m. on July 5,
12,19, 26, Aug. 2,9, 16 and 23.
Overnight hikes are scheduled for
July 21-22 and Aug. 24-25.

Make reservations for Camp
Zama Outdoor Recreation Center
and Leisure Travel Service's free
orientation for Mount Fuji on June
24, July 8 and Aug. 5. Hike the base
of Mount Fuji 5 a.m.6 p.m. on June
28.

To see your events here:
SSPEDTlibrary@stripes.com.

sumvik Business Card secia

Order 300 business cards and get 60 more at no cost!
Submit your order by June 30th and save!

Stars and Stripes.

It takes about six hours to climb
Mount Fuji from the fifth station.

http://printshop.stripes.com

Operated by Stars and Stripes in Tokyo, Stripes Printshop is authorized
fo accept all official Department of Defense printing requests.We also
e, e i b i e e

ON THE WISH LIST: Tanabata Star Festival
People walk beneath decorations at the Tanabata Star Festival

in Hiratsuka near Tokyo last year. According to legend, deities
Orihime (Vega) and her lover Hikoboshi (Altair), separated by the
Milky Way, are allowed to meet once a year on July 7. In Japan,
people celebrate the festival by writing wishes on strips of

and hanging them under bamboo trees. Atsugi ITT has a trip to
the festival on July 6.

Weightilloss
& CosmeticiSurgery,

If you want to start a new life, We have the answers.

- Gastric Band 6500USD
- Tummy tuck 5600USD
- Gastric Sleeve 8500USD
- Liposuction  3400USD

- Gastric Balloon
5500USD

-Breast Lift ~ 4500USD

- Breast Augmentation @1 =1g<lolo[o 1o 1]
7000 cases of surgery

- EVLT - Experienced surgeons

- Skilled medical teams

- The latest medical equipments

- Surgery available on weekend

- Laparoscopic procedure
[Minimally Invasive Surgery]

- Reasonable price

Perleg 1500USD
Both leg 2500USD

- Sclerotherapy
Per leg 1500USD
Both leg 2500USD

-Lap band+Sleeve plication- - Gastric Sleeve -

CEX TR RAErRAT Y] = skyakp@hotmail.com

B www.seoulskyhospital.com
36-1 Garak-dong, Songpa-gu, Seoul, Korea
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5 great ba

McClatchy-Tribune News Service

hilosopher George Santayana once said “Those
'who cannot remember the past are condemned to
repeat it.” With this in mind, members of travel
website VirtualTourist.com share five locations
of historical conflicts where even the most modest history
buff can learn from the past as well as be inspired to
build a more peaceful future:
1. Battle of Bosworth (Wars of the Roses), Leicester-
shire, United Kingdom
On the afternoon of Aug. 22, 1485, the course of
English history changed. The Battle of Bosworth was
the major turning point, for it was during this battle
that King Richard III was killed and his place as mon-
arch taken by a Welsh prince, Henry Tudor. Richard’s
troops are said to have camped near the village of Sutton
Cheney, and Richard himself prayed in the tiny church
of St. James the night before the battle. You can visit this
beautiful little church most days, and see for yourself
where Richard spent his last few hours. Each year, there
is a re-enactment of the Battle of Bosworth with tradi-
tional jousting, soldiers in armor charging each other and
of course the charge led by King Richard against Henry
Tudor, which ultimately led to his death.
2. Battle of Gettysburg (American Civil War), in and
around the town of Gettysburg, Pa., United States
The Battle of Gettysburg, fought between Union and
Confederate forces July 1-3, 1863, turned the tide of
the American Civil War against the Confederacy. The
“battlefield” is actually a series of locations now part of
the U.S. National Park Service, with the town and houses
intermixed with the fields, over which tens of thousands
of men fought. Monuments have been erected for indi-
vidual Union and Confederate units on the site where
the unit fought. This battle is also what led to President
Abraham Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address, one of the most
powerful speeches in the history of the United States.

tt

VirTuaLTourisT/MCT

The Atomic Bomb Dome in Hiroshima, Japan, is now a
UNESCO World Heritage site.

3. Bombing of Hiroshima (World War II), Hiroshima,
Japan

During World War II, on Aug. 6, 1945, the world’s first
deployed atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima by an
American B-29 bomber, killing approximately 80,000
people. Its target was the Aioi Bridge but it missed and
exploded almost directly above a building, which was at
the time an exhibition hall known as the Hiroshima Pre-
fectural Industrial Promotion Hall. A surprising amount
remained intact, even though everyone inside was killed
instantly. For some years after the war, the skeleton of
the building remained as it was, and debate raged over
what to do with it. In 1966, the city council declared that
it intended to preserve the building, undertaking only
the minimal work necessary to ensuring its stability. In

% Traveling

Stay At NGIS!
Navy Gateway Inns and Suites

The official and preferred lodging choice for all TDY travelers offers :
* Proiessionally managed, comfortable accommodations

* Convenient locations near work assignments
and base amenities

* A welcoming atmosphere and stellar customer service

Make your individual er group reservations now!

* Active duty and retired military,
reservists, NAF and Dol) employees
* Sponsored friends and lamilies

services for those we serve:
Today and Tomorrow!

on Orders?
Save Navy's Dollars...

* Business/TDY guests on official travel
* Space-avallable travelers
(no orders required)

Planning a meeting, conference or catered event?
We can help! Talk to our managers.

efields for tourists

December 1996, the Atomic Bomb Dome was registered
on the UNESCO World Heritage List.

4. The Battlefields of the Western Front (World War
I), in the province of Flanders, Belgium and Northern
France

Stretching through 450 miles of the Belgian province
of Flanders and regions of northern and eastern France,
the fighting on the Western Front started in 1914 when
Germany invaded Luxembourg and Belgium on its way
to France. It ended in 1918 with the collapse of the Ger-
man Empire and the Treaty of Versailles. It is estimated
that more than 13 million soldiers were killed, wounded,
captured or missing. While there are numerous pre-
served sites and monuments to visit along the coastal
stretch, one of the most moving sites is the Notre Dame
de Lorette Cemetery in Ablain, France. Also known as
Ablain St.-Nazaire French Military Cemetery, it was the
site of three battles and is now the location of the world’s
largest French military cemetery, holding the remains of
40,000 casualties, most from the First World War.

5. Battle of San Jacinto (Texas Revolution), La Porte,
Texas, United States

On April 21, 1836, Gen. Sam Houston led his troops to
battle against superior forces led by Mexican Gen. An-
tonio Lopez de Santa Anna. Houston’s troops were eager
for revenge over the devastation and fall of the Alamo.
In a surprise attack, the Texans were able to overtake
the Mexican camp in a battle that lasted only 18 min-
utes. Although only nine Texans died during the battle, a
monument was erected dedicated to all the heroes of the
Battle of San Jacinto and to honor all others who contrib-
uted to the creation of the independent Republic of Texas.
The 570-foot-tall monument is the world’s tallest memo-
rial column and is topped with a 34-foot star symbolizing
the Lone Star Republic. The Battleship Texas (BB-35)
is moored in the Houston Ship Channel less than a mile
away, the first battleship memorial museum in the U.S.
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After Hours: Japan

By ERIK SLAvVIN
Stars and Stripes

sometimes struggle with

competing instincts when

I find a place I regularly

enjoy: telling everyone I
know how good it is versus keep-
ing it to myself.

Judging by the average week-
end crowds at Full Monty British
Pub and Cider House in Yokoha-
ma these days, it’s not much of a
secret anyway, so I might as well
let you in on what I consider one
of the region’s best pubs.

There are a few pubs in the
area that serve good food and
drinks but have an ambience
about as exciting as a post office.
Others are lively but consider
themselves British simply
because they have a “mind the
gap” sign on the wall and a bottle
of Bass Ale dating to 1997 in the
back of the fridge.

Full Monty suffers from no
such faults. It is unmistakably
British — and rather English, for
that matter — from the match
or movie playing above the bar
right down to Clive Poole, the
Liverpool FC-loving cider con-
noisseur serving up the pints.

This is Poole’s third Full
Monty incarnation in its nine
years of existence in Yokohama.
Although this one is smaller than
the previous Kannai location,
its selection of quality drinks
remains large.

The rotating kegs generally
will have something that craft
beer fans know well, such as
an offering from Oregon-based
Rogue Brewery. But the newer
experiences, particularly for
Americans, might include an
Iron Maiden Trooper Ale or a
Bleddyn 1075 IPA.

At 1,000 yen per pint, the
drinks aren’t cheap, compared
with a night of Asahi or chu-hai
at the average izakaya. But given
the serving size, the average
strength and the superior qual-
ity of the beer, the prices are
on par and possibly better than
other craft pubs in the region.
Half- and ¥-pint sizes are also
available at lower prices.

If beer doesn’t excite you, or
you're just looking for something
new, there isn’t a better place
around to learn about ciders.
There are several on tap and
in bottles, ranging in taste and
texture from a bone-dry cham-
pagne to something approaching
apple-juice sweetness. Several of
the ciders make a fine finish to
the hearty food available.

Protos sy Erik Stavin/Stars and Stripes

Clive Poole serves up a pint of ale at Full Monty in Yokohama. The British pub features a rotating variety of craft beers and ciders.

The half-sized all-day breakfast at Full Monty in Yokohama should fill
you up nicely, but if you're starving, there’s always the full version.

While I suppose it’s possible to
come to Full Monty on a diet, I
wouldn’t recommend it. The full
all-day breakfast is ample for
a starving man,; the half-sized
breakfast of eggs, sausage, beans
and more should be plenty for
others.

Fish and chips is always popu-
lar here, especially on Wednes-
days, when the dish is available
with a pint for 1,500 yen. The

fish here flakes off nicely on the
fork, while still carrying enough
heft to stand up to frying without
going dry. The day’s curry is
another good choice, especially if
it’s the spicy lamb vindaloo.
Unfortunately, Full Monty is
on its summer pie hiatus. The
freshly made savory pies will be
back in autumn, and when they
are, you might want to arrive
early before offerings like the

FULL MONTY BRITISH PUB & CIDER HOUSE

Directions: From Keikyu
Hinodecho Station, cross

the street to the bridge. Full
Monty should be visible across
the river. If not, cross the
bridge, turn left and look about
100 meters away on the right,
on the corner.

From JR Kannali, take the
north exit, walk straight up to
the light and head left, cross-
ing the main street. Then

face right and cross the street
again. Walk for 5-10 minutes
along Yoshidamachi until

you get to the river, then turn
left along the river, without

crossing it. Walk for about five
minutes along the river until
you see Full Monty on the left.
Find a map in Japanese at
fullmontyyokohama.com/map.
html
Hours: Closed Mondays. Open
5 p.m. to midnight Tue.-Fri.; 4
p.m. to midnight Sat.; 4 p.m.-11
p.m., Sun. Hours are subject
to change, so call or visit the
pub’s Facebook page before
coming.
More information: Phone:
045-334-8787. The pub has a
Facebook page.

— Erik Slavin

steak and stilton cheese pie sell
out.

If you're coming out on a Fri-
day or Saturday night, arriving
early is wise for groups, since
table space is sparse here.

That said, the compact space
is also what gives Full Monty its
warmth. It’s a natural space for

easy conversation with anyone
from a sailor to a Japanese office
worker to a homesick English-
man blaming his favorite football
team’s manager for the downfall
of western civilization — as oth-
ers nod right along with him.
slavin.erik@stripes.com
Twitter:@eslavin_stripes
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Try these easy-to-navigate cities in China

By Kert WiGINTON
Chicago Tribune

hree years ago I got en-

gaged on the Great Wall

in Beijing. Since then,

China has held a special
place in my heart, so my husband
and I jumped at the chance to tag
along with a Mandarin-speaking
friend during a two-week jaunt
through the country.

China can be intimidating,
but many of its cities are easy to
navigate for English speakers.
Here are five tourist-friendly
locales.

+ Hong Kong: Our trip started
here, where there is a large
English presence because it was
under British rule until 1997.

KNOW & GO

« Travel to China requires
avisa.

+ Booking hotels in advance
is advisable because walk-
up prices can be markedly
more expensive. To arrange
trains, hotels, tours and do-
mestic flights, visit english.
ctrip.com

The efficient, subway
announces each stop in English,
and many locals are bilingual.

We stayed on the Kowloon side
of Hong Kong and decided to
take a day trip out of the city and
over to Lantau Island. We made
our way to the Ngong Ping 360
Cable Car to take a 25-minute
ride. The trip gave us a view of
the Hong Kong International
Airport, the South China Sea
and the rolling lush landscape on
the way to the Tian Tan Bud-
dha Statue, better known as Big
Buddha.

* Yangshuo: If you're any-
where near it, this quiet city is a
must-see. The vacation town is
most known for its sharp moun-
tains covered by lush greenery
in an area free of the noise and
air pollution that plague larger
Chinese cities.

Guides on bamboo
rafts wait to take
tourists along the
Yulong River in
Yangshuo.

Photos by By Keri Wiginton/Chicago Tribune

guide to take you on an all-day
bike ride. (Guides can be found
through Bike Asia, bikeasia.
com.) For about $20 we hired
a guide who spoke English,
Mandarin and the local dialect to
help us rent bikes ($5) for a tour
of the countryside.

 Guilin: This is mostly a stop
for people heading to and from
Yangshuo, but it’s worth a half-
day walk around while you wait
for your next train. Take a stroll

along the

From Li River
Hong Kong, and head to
take the sub- Fubo Shan
way across peak to geta
the Chinese 360-degree
border to view of the

3§ f city.

where you o Xlan:
can hop on This is
an overnight home to the
train to Terracotta
Guilin for A_rmy, llf_e-
about $40. size soldiers
Tickets must created to
be bought in gsf'rl(-il Qin
advance. = B i Huang’s

Apre- Fresh peppers sit for sale in Hong tomb more
arranged Kong’s flower district. than 2,000
English- years ago.
speaking driver can pick you up A farmer

at the Guilin train station and
take you to get a bowl of Guilin
rice noodles, a local breakfast
staple. (To make arrangements,
visit www.guilincits.com) The
driver can then take you to get
boat tickets ($35) for a four-
hour boat ride up the Li
River.

Once in Yangshuo,
hire a local tour

discovered the soldiers in 1974.
Minibuses leave constantly from
the local train station and can
get you to the site in about an
hour ($8).
After a day of
sightseeing, walk
through the
city’s Muslim
Quarter.
This

Visitors walk out onto West Lake in Hangzhou, the capital
and largest city of the Zhejiang Province in Eastern China.

-
While spending an afternoon in Guilin, take a short walk to the top

of the Fubo Shan peak to see a

district offers an array of open-
air restaurants and street food.
We tasted spicy tofu and potatoes
cooked and seasoned to order.
Pick up some jian dui, a Chinese
pastry made from glutinous rice
flour and filled with sweet red
bean paste.

+ Hangzhou: A domestic flight
($70) is an easy, fast way to get
from Xian to Hangzhou,

‘which is a picturesque
city 110 miles

view of the city.

southwest of Shanghai. The city

is home to beautiful West Lake

and is known as one of China’s

most scenic and historic places.
Visitors can bike around the

lake, take a covered boat ride or

sit on the shore under weeping

willow trees. Take a walk to Lin-

gering Rosy Cloud Moun-

tain, where a trail takes

you to the top for a

magnificent view

of the city.
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NEW ALBUMS

Willie Nelson
Band of Brothers (Legacy)

Willie Nelson has written a
song — sometimes two, three
or four — for every occasion,
mood and moment. There’s
Wistful Willie. Defiant Willie.
Repentant Willie. Randy Wil-
lie. Preacher Willie. Populist
Willie. Whimsical Willie.
Vengeful Willie.

Nelson the songwriter
returns in all his wonder-
ful guises on the first album
of mostly new material he
penned himself since 1996’s
“Spirit,” the best album of the
latter half of his 60-year ca-
reer. Nelson wrote nine of the
14 songs on “Band of Broth-
ers” with producer Buddy
Cannon, and each is a perfect
projection of its writer’s best
qualities. They’re comfort-
able, familiar, well-worn, but
also new and different.

Nelson is 81 now, and
the new songs make allow-
ances for this. His defiant
moments sound a little more
world-weary, his regrets
a bit more painful. But his
sense of humor and philos-
opher’s personality remain
undiminished.

“Band of Brothers” opens
with Defiant Willie staring
down the storm on “Bring It
On.” Wistful Willie lets the
“Guitar in the Corner” play
him, Repentant Willie hits

Sharon Van Etten

Are We There (Jagjaguwar)

Sharon Van Etten sings simple
love songs that are anything
but simple. On her fourth and
best album, Van Etten teams
with veteran producer Stewart
Lerman and collaborates with a
cast of musical helpmates that
includes Dave Hartley and Adam
Granduciel of The War On Drugs
to craft a set of 11 wounded,
openhearted songs that soar with
heightened emotional intensity.
Van Etten’s voice sweeps you up
in its richly luxurious tone, and
she varies and refines her ap-
proach. The majestically wound-
ed “Your Love is Killing Me” is
enacted on a mythic plane akin
to epic heartbreak songs such as
Lucinda Williams’ “I Changed
the Locks.” The supervulnerable
“You Know Me Well” and “Break
Me” make the search for “your
own true self” seem an operatic
matter of life and death
n DeLuca
The Phlladelphla Inquirer

“The Wall” and Randy Willie
leads us through a tall tale

of all his “Wives and Girl-
friends,” “but may they never
meet/may they never know
each other when they pass on
the street.”

Populist Willie provides
the title track, a beautiful
display of the sentiment that
has made Nelson incongru-
ously both an outlaw and a
figure beloved by all. “We’re
aband of brothers and sisters
and whatever/On a mission to
break all the rules.”

Nelson positions that song
between a pair of Billy Joe
Shaver covers — “The Git
Go,” featuring Jamey John-
son, and “It’s Hard to Be an
Outlaw” — midway through
the album, and this outlaw
triptych serves as a powerful
reminder of why we’ve loved
Nelson all these years.

— Chris Talbott
The Associated Press

50 Cent

Animal Ambition:
An Untamed Desire to Win
(G-Unit/Caroline)

Oh, how the Fiddy hath fallen.
Eleven years after “Get Rich or
Die Tryin’” (and its audacious
follow-up, “The Massacre”),
much of what made 50 Cent
provocative and new is gone. In
those recordings, his swaggering
voice — a low, rumbling mumble,
as sexy as it was threatening
— was matched by spare, sure
arrangements. His voice, and
that sound, are still central in
“Animal Ambition.”

There is, alas, bad news, most
of it lyrical. S0 Cent has dropped
most of the gangsta rap content
— as he had to do if he were to
move forward. The problem
is, he hasn’t found a workable
replacement and is fumbling for
words to match his flow.

So “Animal’s” good, not great.
Call it a mixtape-plus.

— A.D. Amorosi
The Phxladelphla Inquirer

"HRicSiE
Cﬂjm

Ciockibolm

Chrissie Hynde

Stockholm (Caroline)

It’s an awful irony that the
most notable thing about the first
album Pretenders frontwoman
Chrissie Hynde is releasing
under her own name is its lack of
distinctiveness.

Hynde wrote and recorded
with Swedish producer Bjorn Yt-
tling of the band Peter, Bjorn and
John. Frankly, much of it is ge-
neric, bouncy pop-rock, pleasing
to the ear and forgotten as soon
as it fades out. It could be anyone
singing, not one of rock music’s
most recognizable voices.

Hynde’s voice is special be-
cause it can evoke off-the-cuff
sass and heartbreaking melan-
choly. There’s one good example
of each here: the danceable
single “Dark Sunglasses” and the
lovely “Adding the Blue.” When
her great career is recapped,
they’ll be the only things worth
recalling from “Stockholm.”

— David Bauder
The Associated Press

Joe Henry
Invisible Hour (Work Song)

Joe Henry has produced art-
ists ranging from Aaron Neville
and Billy Bragg to Me’Shell Nde-
geocello and Bonnie Raitt. Yet
when he makes his own albums,
they sound like no one else.

“Invisible Hour” is an en-
chanting 60 minutes of music
packaged in 11 songs that reveal
their charms slowly.

Hooks are few and the ac-
companiment is spare. The focus
remains on Henry’s lyrics, which
read like literature, with unpre-
dictable rhythms and noun-verb
combinations. Hearts wane.
Shadows wait. Angels rumble.
Days flee.

He sings these words with the
timbre of a soul man and scoops
into them like a country artist.
Henry is both, and neither, pro-
ducing music beyond category.
This is what makes “Invisible
Hour” time well spent.

— Steven Wine
The Associated Press

Clear Plastic Masks
Being There (Serpents & Snakes)

Nashville’s burgeoning rock
1’ roll scene just got even better

with the release of Clear Plastic
Masks’ “Being There.”

The greasy, '70s rock-addled
quartet got together in Brooklyn,
N.Y., and came to Nashville to
record. They never left, sign-
ing with Kings of Leon label
Serpents & Snakes and helping
round out a scene that’s gotten a
lot of attention in recent years.

The band has two modes:
lounge and loud. Lead singer
Andrew Katz has a tendency to
croon, sitting at the keyboard
with a twinkling grin. But Clear
Plastic Masks is at its best on
songs like “Pegasus in Glue,”
“Shakedown” and “Dos Cobras,”
tracks where Katz leans in and
joins the band like a closed fist.

Those songs shake with power
and promise — and might open
the door for another Nashville
band.

— Chris Talbott
The Associated Press



Friday, June 20,2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIFRETIEN]

WEEKEND: MUSIC

seduction
from pop

\instigator

2 e f there’s a cen-
ey tral message
to “Ultra-
violence,” the
highly anticipated new album
- by Lana Del Rey, it is this: Why
mind Facebook executive Sheryl
Sandberg’s advice that a modern
woman “lean in” when she can get
what’s desired through reclining?

Filled with the kind of echoed, distant
seduction that has made the young
chanteuse-instigator one of the most po-
larizing pop stars in recent memory, Del
Rey’s follow-up to her multi-platinum
“Born to Die” is rife with incitements
and further defines her philosophy, one
that’s as provocative in its way as punk
rock but without all that screaming.

This belief system on “Ultraviolence”
preaches a cutthroat approach to finding
and retaining bliss. Put on a red dress
on the album’s opener, “Cruel World,”
seduce a famous man with “a little bit of
bourbon” and tell him you'’re crazy.

Examine domestic violence on the
title track with meaty lines such as “he

Lana Del Rey brings listeners into a dys

hurt me but it felt like true love,” but
include more questions than answers.

Desire
is the most
potent drug
on “Ultra-
violence,” an
11-song record
§ featuring Del
Rey’s trade-
mark tone, one
with the sonic
feel of a fading
Polaroid and
alanguorous
approach that,
depending on
your mood and constitution, will sound
either lethargic to the point of nodding
off or as blissfully relaxing as a massage.

‘Where more prominent pop stars
trade in a dazzling brand of empowered
sexuality, on “Ultraviolence” Del Rey
focuses on the unfortunate truths and
the nuances, contrived as they some-
times might be, more eager to paint a

Lana Del Rey

Ultraviolence (Interscope)

Stare unflinchingly at pure, bliqd desire.

X -

picture than to analyze it.

The contrivances are there, mostly
in oddball American signifiers that dot
each song with telling accents. Her
man drives a Chevy Malibu. The “other
woman” will prevail because unlike the
wife, she’s never seen with “pin curls in
her hair anywhere.”

On bonus track “Is This Happiness?”
she describes being “high up in the Hol-
lywood Hills crushing violet pills.” “Old
Money” trades in “cashmere, cologne
and white sunshine/Red racing cars,
Sunset and Vine.” Each little placement
adds to the mystique.

Produced by Dan Auerbach, the sing-
er and guitarist for the Black Keys, the
album doubles down on what she and he
have described as “narco-swing”: soft,
billowy production heavy on melo-
dramatic strings and perfectly placed
wah-wah guitar, easy on the rhythms
and synthetics. Turn it up loud and melt
into the couch.

The tension will swirl as Del Rey’s
voice roams, more assured than on her
last record. With this tone come myriad

functional world on ‘Ultraviolence’

romantic battles. She battles herself,
spurned women and desirable men.
She’s a brat with an attitude on “Shades
of Cool”: “When he calls, he calls for me
and not for you,” she brags, “He lives
for love, he loves his drugs, he loves his
baby too.”

She defiantly defends the other woman
in “Sad Girl” with an opening verse sure
to anger cuckolds everywhere: “Being a
mistress on the side/It might not appeal
to fools like you/Creeping around on the
side/Would not be something you would
do.” Del Rey admits to the downside of
the equation in “The Other Woman,”
which acknowledges the dangers of such
arrangements.

It’s this brand of tension that feeds
“Ultraviolence,” a kind of willfully
woozy series of contradictions that com-
bine to create a convincing argument.
Whether it’s one you echo or despise,
one you’ll lean in to hear or lie back and
absorb, Del Rey doesn’t seem to care.
Unless she does.

— Randall Roberts
Los Angeles Times

On “Ultraviolence,” the follow-up to 2012’s “Born to Die,” a more-assured Lana Del Rey sings of spurned women, toxic relationships and the art of seduction.
Courtesy of Shore Fire Media
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James Patterson is getting kids to read

Famed crime novelist aims to boost youth literacy through scholarships, website

By STEVE JoHNSON
Chicago Tribune

ames Patterson, king of
the airport novelists, spent
several days recently
being celebrated by the
nation’s independent booksellers.

On its face, it seems like
an irony: Author of unabash-
edly commercial fiction earns
plaudits from snooty vendors of
capital “L” Literature.

But when you dig deeper, there
is, of course, more to the story
than a couple of easy stereotypes
clashing. Independent book-
stores, the ones that survive, are
doing a better job of not looking
down their noses at a reader who
just wants a good mystery or
crime novel.

And Patterson is not “some
numskull who writes numskull
books,” as he summed up the
stereotype about him during in-
terviews at Book Expo America,
the nation’s largest publishing
trade show. His work to help the
indies, including a $1 million
cash giveaway throughout 2014,
stems from a long-standing
commitment to boost reading,
especially among children.

Time and again, people would
approach him at the expo and say
things like this, from a woman
who has a store in Brooklyn:

Jav L. CLeENDENIN/Los Angeles Times

Author James Patterson urges parents to help kids find books they'll like to instill good reading habits.

you’ve noticed, but museums
have a lot of pictures in them.
Pictures are just fine.”

And, he says, they help make
text more welcoming to those who
might otherwise be intimidated:
“Kids will go, ‘Oh, I can do this,”
and they’ve read two or three
chapters before they notice.”

The author, who lives in Flor-
ida, said his interest in young
readers grew out of personal
observation. He became a father
late in life, and he saw that his
son, Jack, now 16, and his friends
had little regard for books.

“He was a smart boy,” Patter-
son said. “He wasn’t a big reader.
And when he was 8, (wife) Sue
and I, that summer, said, ‘You're
going to read every day, you
know, unless you want to go live
in the garage. We read in our
house. That’s the deal.’

“‘But we’re going to go out
with you, and we’re going to get
good books.” One of the messages
Itry to get into parents’ heads is,
it’s your job. It’s not the schools’
job to go get books for your kids.
You know, if you don’t go to the
library, you don’t go to book-
stores, start. Or online, however
you want to do it.

“And by the end of the sum-
mer, Jack had read, like, a dozen
books. We got pretty cool books.
They ranged from ‘A Wrinkle in

“Can I just say hello? I'm an
indie bookseller, and I want to
say thank you for what you’re
doing.”

And Patterson, 67, would say
things in response like, “Excel-
lent. Wonderful. We never know
unless we try stuff.” And this, to
areporter accompanying him,
as the onslaught of kudos grew,
“They’re all plants.”

You could see him winning
the Hudson News Prize, if such
a thing existed: He’s written
or co-written about 100 books

and sold a reported 300 million.
Eight of his titles, as writer or
co-writer, are on the shelves of a
Hudson News at New York’s John
F. Kennedy Airport. At the end
of “Alex Cross, Run,” the latest in
the series about the Washington,
D.C,, detective that is the founda-
tion of his empire, it takes almost
four pages, in tiny print, to do the
also-by-James-Patterson list.

But instead, Patterson, at BEA,
got the Indie Champion Award,
given to the writer or illustrator

with “the best sense of the im-
portance of independent book-
stores to their communities at
large and the strongest personal
commitment to foster and sup-
port the mission and passion of
independent booksellers.”

The stores that get his funding,
$535,000 of it so far, at least have
to have a children’s section.

But Patterson also gives schol-
arships to prospective teach-
ers; funds programs that test
methods for boosting reading;

hosts a book-recommendation
website, Read, Kiddo, Read; and
co-writes his own series of young
adult and middle grade novels,
humor-laden books about alien-
ated or misfit teens that are very
far removed from the often lurid
crime stories he aims at adults.
“I've done a bunch of books
now with pictures in them (for
kids),” Patterson said. “They’re
not dumb books. There’s noth-
ing wrong with pictures. Movies
are all pictures. I don’t know if

Time’ to Rick Riordan (the Percy
Jackson series) to ‘Al Capone
Does My Shirts.” Most of them
were lively, good stories. And he
liked all of them, actually. And
by the end of the summer, he had
gotten that into his system.”
From watching that effort
take hold, Patterson became
convinced there was more to be
done.
“I just became aware of how
hard it is to get kids interested
in books and how important,” he
said.

‘Vacationers’ takes readers on affecting, funny ride

By HANNAH SAMPSON
The Miami Herald

eaders meet a kindred spirit

on the opening page of Emma

Straub’s winsome new novel

when Jim Post worries about the
contents of his suitcase: “Had he packed
enough books?”

Yes, this is the sort of person you — or
at least I — wouldn’t mind passing a
fictional vacation with. The fact that he is
disgraced when the novel opens, forced to
retire from his job as a men’s magazine
editor after an affair with a 23-year-old
editorial assistant, dampens that senti-
ment only slightly.

Jim and Franny, a freelance food writer,
are Upper West Side literati whose teen-
age daughter Sylvia is prone to babbling,
‘when nervous, about which Bronté is
most underrated and who compares her
mother’s writing style to “Joan Didion,
only with an appetite, or like Ruth Reichl,
but with an attitude problem.”

The novel centers on a long-planned
family vacation to Mallorca celebrating
Sylvia’s high school graduation; the second-
ary celebration, of
Jim and Franny’s
35th anniversary,
is muted due to the
circumstances.

Along for the
trip are son Bobby,
a struggling Miami
real estate agent
10 years older than
Sylvia; Carmen,
Bobby’s “albatross
of a girlfriend”
who is more than
10 years his senior;
Charles, an artist
who is Franny’s best friend; and Lawrence,
Charles’ baby-crazy husband.

“The idea had been to be together, every-
one nicely trapped, with card games and
wine and all the fixings of satisfying sum-
mers at their fingertips,” says the narra-

tor, who gives us a peek inside everyone’s
head.

Instead, the group coexists while deal-
ing with personal crises that range from
embarrassing (Sylvia’s sloppy drunken
partying that ended up on Facebook) to
momentous (Charles and Lawrence’s
adoption plans) to financially devastating
(Bobby’s six-figure debt) to personally
ruinous (Jim’s affair).

While the characters’ days are mostly
filled with humdrum vacation activities
— with the exception of the hilarious,
dramatic beach trip that injects some
slapstick comedy — the plot is driven by
the individual dramas and interactions
between characters, who are perfectly
sketched.

We love Franny because she loves to eat
and cook, and she doesn’t mind that her
body reflects that: “... (i)t was true that
Franny had gotten thicker in the last de-
cade, but that was what happened unless
you were a high-functioning psychotic.”

We love Lawrence because he gets away

with being the catty outsider who thinks
Carmen “looked like one of the Spice Girls
after a decade out of the spotlight, slightly
worse for wear.”

We do not love Bobby, who is kind
of a jerk and an idiot. We even come to
appreciate Carmen, whose grit serves
as a reminder that the world of upper-
middle-class Manhattanites is a bubble far
removed from reality.

A few Mallorca locals and other tourists
make appearances — all to comic effect
— but the novel’s magic lies in watching a
once close-knit family try to find its way
back to each other.

The finest moment of the novel comes
near the end, during a routine pancake
breakfast.

Straub, the author of the novel “Laura
Lamont’s Life in Pictures” and a short-
story collection, infuses the scene with
such wonderful nostalgia and hope. The va-
cation might be ending, but we’re remind-
ed that the journey — sometimes painful,
often joyful — continues.
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NEW ON DVD

A SA

MarTin Scaui, Fox SearchLihT FiLms/AP

From left: Paul Schlase, Tony Revelori, Tilda
Swinton and Ralph Fiennes star in “The
Grand Budapest Hotel.” The film is now
available on DVD.

“The Grand Budapest Hotel”: A popu-
lar hotel employee goes on the run. Ralph
Fiennes stars.

Wes Anderson’s films are always filled
with a sense of whimsy, but none has been
as whimsical as “The Grand Budapest
Hotel.” The director’s latest offering is as
if Hans Christian Andersen had written
a script for Quentin Tarantino because it
blends the charm of a fairy tale with the
craziness of a fast-talking action film.

The director has a frantic and specific
rhythm to the way he presents dialogue,
which is probably why he continues to go
back to the same performers he’s used
before — Bill Murray, Edward Norton,

Jeff Goldblum, etc. They understand the
cadence needed to match the visual imagery
that Anderson splashes across the screen.

The film is loaded with tremendous sup-
porting performances, topped by Willem
Dafoe as a nonsensical no-nonsense killer.
Because Dafoe plays the role with such
commitment, the character never lapses
into silly levels and maintains the feel of a
villain from a melodrama.

“The Lego Movie”: An average Lego
construction worker has the power to save
the world.

Directors/writers Phil Lord and Chris-
topher Miller have taken the colorful
children’s toy and put it together with a solid
script — one that has the high speed and
quirky humor of “Airplane.” The colorful
animation and nonstop action will keep
the attention of youngsters, while there’s a
smart level of humor aimed at adults.

The pacing is just a click below frantic
and a click above manic. A mix of stop-ac-
tion and computer-generated images, the
film is an explosion of visual splendor. Each
frame is a character, vehicle or building put
together with such detail that every mo-
ment should be studied to fully appreciate
the craftsmanship. If you have doubts, try
building an ocean out of Legos and see how
complicated it can be.

Also new on DVD:

“Walk of Shame”: Reporter’s dream job is
threatened by a one-night stand.

“The Monkey’s Paw”: Three wishes cause
nothing but trouble.

“Transformers Beast Wars: Chain of
Command”: Optimus Primal and Maximals
must stop Predacons.

“Meth Head”: Depicts the consequences
of meth in America.

“Alexander’s Lost World”: Traces the
footsteps of Alexander the Great.

“The Rise of the Nazi Party”: Documen-
tary looks at the rise and fall of the Nazis.

“Doc Holiday’s Revenge”: Wounded war-
rior must be saved from Doc Holiday, his
would-be killer.

“Power Rangers Megaforce: Ultra De-
fenders”: Megaforce team looks to the sixth
Ranger to help fend off major destruction.

“House of Cards: The Complete Second
Season”: Kevin Spacey plays the newly ap-
pointed vice president of the United States.

— Rick Bentley/The Fresno Bee

The latest, record-breaking installment of
‘Game of Thrones’ casts a spell on viewers

By VERNE Gay
Newsday

‘ ‘ ame of Thrones” went
cosmic this season.
Sure, 18 million view-

ers (18.4 million to be
exact) is a lot of viewers — the most of
any HBO series in history, surpassing
“The Sopranos” just last week. But you
know on a personal level that something
has weirdly changed when you hear a
guy on the subway next to you talk about
the introductory course in High Valyr-
ian Dothraki he’s taking online.

Why do shows suddenly alter the
‘world we inhabit? This indisputably
happened during the fourth season
of “Game of Thrones,” which wraps
Saturday on AFN-Spectrum. A quick
primer on why “GoT” has become aek-
sio — Dothraki for lord and master — of
pop culture.

It zigged, then zagged,
from the book

The fourth season has largely fol-
lowed events depicted in “A Storm of
Swords,” the third volume in George
R.R. Martin’s “A Song of Ice and Fire,”
upon which “GoT” is based — but there
have been many minor departures, too.
Yes, this has happened every season, but
this season: much more. From a viewer/
fan standpoint, that’s good in a couple
of ways. Obviously, plot and narration
can be condensed in the editing room
to make the whole more TV-friendly
(which happens each season), but show-
runners D.B. Weiss and David Benioff
have added new elements, stories and
scenes this year. These tend to keep fans
familiar with the books guessing, but
also serve to reinforce the alluring idea
that “GoT” inhabits a slightly separate
universe from “Ice and Fire.” The
implicit message, therefore, becomes:
Don’t expect the exact outcome you all
think is coming.

Photos courtesy of HBO

With 18.4 miillion viewers, season 4 of
the fantasy series “Game of Thrones” is
now HBO’s most watched show ever.

The fourth season is based
on a hugely popular book

“A Storm of Swords,” published in
2000, remains a fan favorite for many
reasons — notably it is probably one of
the most cinematic books of the series,
which I suppose is just another way of
saying that a lot of wild and interesting
stuff happens. Because “Swords” is so
popular — and it is as fun to read as to
watch — then it stands to reason that the
resulting season should be as well.

The tipping point has been reached.
Viewers no longer have to scramble
over to “A Wiki of Ice and Fire” a find
out what a “House Baratheon of Storm’s
End” is or who “Cersei” or “Sansa” is.
They know the characters (and many of

season

the Houses) intimately — their story-
lines especially. There’s nothing even
vaguely remote about Westeros any lon-
ger. It’s the epic fanatasyland next door.

The fourth season just kept
building ... and building

Narratively, the fourth season has
been — bluntly speaking — nuts. Almost
every episode has begun with a jaw-
dropper, ended with one and dropped a
few more jaws in between. The fourth
season has simply been relentless, and
while the finale would normally be the
moment to pause, reflect, take a deep
breath and take stock — the usual
practice for “GoT” — viewers will not
be afforded that luxury. In a statement
(posted on EW.com June 11), Benioff
and Weiss said, “We’re immensely proud
of (the finale, entitled ‘The Children’)
and a little intimidated by the episode,
because now we have to get back to the
business of season five and figure out a
way to top it.”

It was deeper and riche

Great series, like good books, are
about more than what's on the screen or
on the page — a philosophy, a worldview
and a sense that all this is really just an
exploration of something more elemen-
tal, like the human condition. Martin
has long said his yarn is a distant echo
of the War of the Roses, the dynastic
battles between the houses of Lancaster
and York from the mid-1400s. Shake-
speare also read deeply into those, of
course, basing any number of historical
plays on that long and bloody struggle;
Richard III, for example, who has been
compared widely to Tyrion Lannister
(Peter Dinklage), and even more to
Stannis Baratheon (Stephen Dillane).
“GoT” openly flirted with Shakespear-
ean themes this season (most famously
Tyrion’s “beetles” speech two weeks
ago). The flirtation has not only been ex-
hilarating, but opened doors that think-
ing viewers can’t wait to walk through.
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Sid O’ Bryant, Ph.D., of Fort Worth, Texas, advises men to adopt broader fitness routines.

Health-saving tips
men should know

By LESLIE BARKER
The Dallas Morning News

oes your doctor ask about your alcohol habits? Doing so could save lives.
Let’s take a deep breath here and say that we love men. We appreci-
ate them. We cannot imagine a world without them. Thus, we can often

3 Yogaisn't just a girl thing

Even in less than a year of being a certi-
fied chiropractor, Logan Sherman has
witnessed plenty of examples of this belief
not taken seriously.

“The big thing I see with a lot of male
patients is that they potentially push past
the minor things that could be caught at
an earlier stage,” he says, “and are now
related to an injury.”

Sherman, who is training for the 2016
Olympic Trials in the marathon, cites
plantar fasciitis as an example.

“That’s something that can really be
avoided,” he says. “Men say, ‘Hey, I've
experienced tightness in my calf the past
couple of weeks.” They’ve heard from a
buddy how he worked through it but never
followed the steps. It ends up being a full-
blown problem.”

‘What to do: If you feel a twinge, rest.
For plantar fasciitis, avoid going barefoot.
Roll a tennis ball, golf ball or frozen water
bottle under the foot several times a day. If
the pain persists, check with your doctor.

 Certain cancer screenings are imperative

“Prostate cancer is “the easiest cancer
to kill if it’s detected,” Locker says. But
men, go figure, would happily skip that
part of a physical, he says.

“They’re afraid,” he says. “Most men
are ego-driven as far as their ‘manlihood,’
but they need to take care of that manli-

hood part.”

Another villain is colon cancer, which
can be detected early, he says. “Men tend
not to want to know, or to think they don’t
have any problems.”

What to do: Schedule the screenings, for
crying out loud.

5 ‘No pain, no gain’ is stupid

Men need to realize that bench-press-
ing three days a week isn’t going to cut
it, workout-wise, Locker says. They need
cardio, and another good choice is yoga.
“As you age, yoga is really good because
it helps balance,” he says. “It works against
gravity. You have to stop, to concentrate

‘when you're doing it. It’s good for men, too,
not just for women.”

‘What to do: Ask friends for recommen-
dations, then try a class. Get there a few
minutes early. If you don’t like it, talk to
the instructor, or try another. Don’t give up
after one class.

overlook certain shenanigans that make us cringe a bit.
Unless such recklessness comes at the expense of their health. So in the interest
of keeping men on the planet as long as possible (which is already, on average, five

6 Your joh is not a workout

years shorter than for women), we’ve asked experts what they wish men knew

— and would incorporate into their lives.

“Where do we start?” says Sid O’Bryant, Ph.D., associate professor of internal
medicine at UNT Health Science Center in Fort Worth. “There are a lot of things

I want to convey, not only for men to understand they’re not just important for the

heart, but also for how your brain ages.”

One of the key things he finds frustrating is how men don’t think about brain

health during aging.

“They wait till they’re in their 80s and then say, ‘I wish I would have done

things differently,’

says O’Bryant, an Alzheimer’s researcher. “Women plan bet-

ter. Women plan to age. They actually think about it. We men plan for a financial
future for our family. We think how our wives will be taken care of when we’re
gone, but not how we can be around longer.”

If men pay attention to these nine things the experts want them to know, who’s
to say how much that life-span age gap can narrow?

1 Depression is nothing to be ashamed of

Depression is a real physiological event,
says certified athletic trainer Ken Locker.
But “most men don’t think they have de-
pression because they don’t cry easily.”

Men don’t talk about depression,
O’Bryant says. “And if we don’t talk about
it, itisn’t real.”

But, he says, “it’s this huge thing
that’s impacting so many men across the
age range. Men think we’ll tough it out
because we don’t want to talk about it: ‘It
might make things worse,” or ‘I’'m admit-
ting weakness.”

“That is a huge hurdle for men that
couldn’t be more wrong,” he says.
“Strength is acknowledging the problem.”

Depression doesn’t just bring people
down mentally; it hurts physically as
well, he says. “If you're sick, depression
makes it worse. If you have diabetes and
depression, the diabetes is worse. It also
increases the risk for Alzheimer’s, and
most people don’t know that.”

They also need to realize it’s treatable,
he says. “When depression gets better,
other things get better. Diabetes can get
better. The risk for Alzheimer’s can go
down.”

What to do: Don’t be ashamed to talk to
your family doctor, who can recommend
a professional counselor or prescribe
medications.

2 You don’t need a gym to be fit

“Gravity,” Locker says, “was the first
gym ever invented.”

What to do: Walking, pushups, crunches

and squats can be done anywhere.

Even if you do manual labor for a living,
“physical activity is above and beyond any-
thing you do in daily life,” O’Bryant says.

You do need to raise your heart rate on
aregular basis.

“Physical activity has such broad-based

benefits for men,” he says. “It can reduce
depression, help your memory, help your
brain at a basic biological level. It may
actually reduce the risk for Alzheimer’s.”

‘What to do: Move. And switch it up,
Sherman says.

1 Don't be afraid to ask for help

“If we don’t vary the stress or stimulus
'we put on the body, we become bored, the
activity becomes mundane, and we don’t
gain as much physiological benefit as we
would with a varied activity,” he says.
“This is why I always encourage anyone to
have faster, slower, longer, shorter, heav-
ing, light, hard and easy days.”

You don’t automatically know what to do.
“What men do that’s the biggest problem in
exercise is not asking for help,” O’Bryant

says. “It’s like that asking for directions
thing. I go to the gym, and see people

there for the first time and they think they
automatically know what they’re doing. But
they’re probably doing it wrong.”

‘What to do: Use a trainer. Most gyms
offer a free session with membership. Or
research the correct way to work out ef-
ficiently. “By getting better at the exercises
themselves, the outcomes have been better
for me,” O’Bryant says.

8 Sunscreen isn’t for wimps

Yes, men get skin cancer, too. “If you're
driving around a lot, you're getting sun
rays on your face,” Locker says. Ditto for
your left arm, if you drive with your elbow
out the window.

Q Exercising isn't a free |

What to do: Use face cream with SPF of
at least 15, Locker says. “It will keep your
face looking younger and also prevent skin

Schedule a skin check once a year.

icense to eat anything

“Men who are successful getting
into physical activity often think that’s
enough,” O’Bryant says. “‘I work out so I
can eat what I want.’ ‘T work out so I can
drink whatever I want.’

“Instead, you're negating the benefits,”

he says.

What to do: Think moderation. Also
remember that diet “is not only related
to heart health, but intimately related to
brain health,” O’Bryant says. “It’s very,
very powerful.”
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Camp Burcess & Haywaro/AP

Social media lets
parents share kids’
camp experience

By BeTH J. Harpaz
The Associated Press

‘ot long ago, parents who

sent children to sleep-

away camp might wait

days or even weeks for a
letter. And they’d be lucky if their
kids’ scribbled notes home said
anything beyond “Send candy!” or
“I'm homesick.”

But now, many camps post photos
and even videos online daily so
parents can see what kids are doing
— everything from cabin life to
campfires to canoeing. Camp Dora
Golding in Pennsylvania’s Poconos
Mountains has even launched a
cellphone app so parents can easily
access pictures on Facebook and
Instagram.

“The parents are looking for this
so they can know their kids are hav-
ing a good time,” said Elie Rosen-
feld, spokesman for Dora Golding.
“The camp still encourages kids to
write home, but the days of wait-
ing for the mailman to deliver a
scribbled letter is long over.”

Dora Golding, a Jewish camp in
its 89th year, has assigned a staff
member full-time to take and post
pictures and videos, and a film
crew will be shooting and making a
weekly video for parents as well.

Elizabeth Lampert of Alamo,
Calif,, says online images are “a life-
line” while her 13-year-old attends
Camp Timber Ridge in High View,
‘WVa. “It definitely allows me to let
go,” she said. “When I see the joy
and happiness, I'm relieved. Almost
every day, they would post between
50 and 100 photos. Every day I scroll
through, and of course she looks
like she’s making friends, she’s with
a million people and I feel better
about sending her. I'll see her on the
trapeze, softball, kickball — one time
Isaw her in a hot-air balloon!”

Seeing photos also allows her
to “engage” and “share” with her
daughter when they’re reunited “in
a way that you absolutely couldn’t

Camp Dora GoLping/AP

Many sleep-away camps, like Camp Burgess & Hayward, a YMCA facility
on Cape Cod in Sandwich, Mass., top, and Camp Dora Golding in East
Stroudsburg, Penn., above, now post photos online of daily activities so
parents can see what their children are doing.

before.” It’s a big contrast from let-
ters that Lampert sent home when
she was at camp: “Hi mom, having
fun. Send candy. Love, Elizabeth.”
Rabbi Jason Miller, who worked
for Tamarack Camps in Michigan
for five years, says sometimes the
effort to keep parents in touch can
backfire. When parents can’t find
their kids in the photo gallery, they
get concerned. And if they do see the
child, they might call and ask, “Why
is my kid sunburned? Why isn’t he
with his best friend? Why wasn’t he
wearing his glasses?” An animated
YouTube video called “Sleep Away
Camp” shows a mother who can’t
stop saying “Refresh” because she
spends all day checking a camp
website for pictures of her son.
Jenifer Silverman, a New Yorker
whose two kids are going to camp
this summer, says online images are
“good and bad. ... There are hun-
dreds to go through and can drive a
person crazy. I have had days where
I could not find my daughter and
wondered why she wasn’t in them.”
‘When Silverman does see her child,
“Itry to read into them too much and
look to see if she looks happy or if it
looks like something is going on.”
Interestingly, while camps are
embracing 21st-century technology
as a way of communicating with
parents, most camps don’t let kids

use electronics. Many camps let
parents email kids — the messages
are printed out and distributed

— but kids can’t email back. So why
go to all this trouble with photos?

It’s “a service provided to assuage
parental anxiety,” said Peg Smith,
CEO of the American Camp As-
sociation.

Most camps make photos public
on Facebook pages or other social
media; parents are asked to sign a
release allowing their children to
be photographed. If they don’t give
permission, camps will keep them
out of the pictures. But most photos
show group activities, so privacy
concerns from parents are rare.

Camp Burgess & Hayward, a
YMCA facility on Cape Cod in Sand-
wich, Mass., has been periodically
posting images for parents to see for
a few years, but last year they began
doing it daily. Meghan Hill, director
of development, estimates about half
the parents take a look every day,
and if they ask why their kids haven’t
shown up in pictures, she reminds
them “we’re trying to capture what’s
happening day to day and not specifi-
cally any children.”

But overall, she says, parents
are pleased with the images. “I get
more calls saying, ‘Oh, I saw a pic-
ture on Facebook and it looks like
everyone’s having the best time.””

SPOUSE CALLS

Political scene needs
more military spouses

n these days of threatened reductions in military

benefits and mismanagement at the Department of

Veterans Affairs, for some military spouses, phon-

ing or writing their legislators to sound off about the
issues is no longer good enough.

“Instead of just saying, ‘Call your congressman,’ mili-
tary spouses are asking, ‘Why can’t I be my congress-
man?’” said Amanda Patterson Crowe, a Navy reservist
and Navy wife. Crowe is also the executive director of In
Gear Career, which promotes professional development
and education for military spouses.

In Gear Career and the Military Spouse JD Network,
an association of legal professionals dedicated to causes
associated with military families,
were the co-hosts of an event called
Homefront Rising this week in
Tampa, Fla.

Homefront Rising is a one-day
seminar geared to inform and equip
military spouses about local, state
and national politics, explained Lori
Volkman, a Navy wife and communi-
cations director for MSJDN. She and
Crowe have served as organizers for
the events.

This week’s seminar in Tampa was
the second. The first was in February
in Washington, D.C. The events are
non-partisan and are intended to train military spouses
to engage in political action at any level. Military spouses
mingle with other like-minded military spouses as well
as elected officials and political leaders.

Speakers at the events span the political spectrum.
Many are veterans or military family members. They
have included Army veteran and wounded warrior Rep.
Tammy Duckworth (D-I11); Air Force veteran Rep. Dave
Reichert (R-Wa.); military spouse and Republican gov-
ernor of South Carolina, Nikki Haley; Rep. Niki Tsongas
(D-Mass.), who is a military daughter; and others.

Attendees also hear from political staffers and experts
about campaign management, networking, public imag-
ing, fundraising options and the toll a campaign can take
on a family.

Homefront Rising is the brainchild of three military
spouse professionals, Lauren Weiner, Donna Huneycutt,
and Mary Reding, who were concerned about the waning
number of military-connected individuals in a government.

“We created Homefront Rising to empower military
spouses to change the political conversation,” Reding
said. “Having accomplished people in office who also
have a true understanding of the military lifestyle makes
our whole country stronger.”

Air Force wife Adrianna Domingos-Lupher attended
both events.

“What I experienced and observed while attending
Homefront Rising was pure electricity,” said Domingos-
Lupher, editor-in-chief of the online magazine, NextGen
Military Spouse. “We had military spouses from every
political affiliation — right, left and smack dab in the
center — eager to learn how to leverage their experience
... to bridge the military and civilian divide by engaging
in the political process.”

Volkman said Homefront Rising is changing the nature
of political engagement in the military community. Par-
ticipants have gone on to work on local campaigns, serve
on the boards of community organizations and publish
numerous articles.

Domingos-Lupher, after attending the D.C. event, was
motivated to help organize the next event in her current
hometown in Tampa. She said military spouses bring a
perspective that is both military and civilian to political
discourse.

“We are intimately connected to both worlds,” she said.

Crowe said the program taps into the potential of mili-
tary spouses.

“We developed Homefront Rising because we believe
military spouses can serve as powerful representatives of
military families, and because of our breadth of experi-
ence in living everywhere from small-town America to
large metropolitan cities, we can also represent families
outside the military,” Crowe said.

There are no future Homefront Rising events on the

lendar yet, but the enthusi; of the organizers and
participants suggest there will be soon.

Terri Barnes

Terri Barnes is the author of “Spouse Calls: Messages From a
Military Life.” Contact her at spousecalls@aol.com or at stripes.
com/go/spousecalls.
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Actor Mark Wahlberg stands near a gant statue of Optlmus Prime at the world

Hong Kong on Thursday. The latest

“Transformers’
opens worldwide

Puotos By KIN CHEUNG/AP

in series of

of the 4: Age of Extincti in
films opened not in the usual entertainment

hubs of Los Angeles or New York but in this wealthy Chinese metropolis, a sign of Hollywood’s increasing focus on China’s film market.
Below, American actress Nicola Peltz is photographed on the red carpet as she arrives at the premiere.

By KeLviN CHAN
The Associated Press

The stars of “Transformers: Age of Ex-
tinction,” including Mark Wahlberg and
good-guy robot Optimus Prime, were attend-
ing the film’s worldwide premiere Thursday
in Hong Kong, which was a key part of the
blockbuster franchise’s latest installment.

Wahlberg and other cast members includ-
ing Stanley Tucci, Kelsey Grammer and
Nicola Peltz walked the red carpet to the
screening as a giant statue of Autobot leader
Optimus Prime overlooked the venue next to
a waterfront promenade on famed Victoria
Harbor.

The film’s debut in the southern Chinese
metropolis ahead of its launch in New York
next week is the latest sign of Hollywood’s
increasing focus on China’s booming film
market.

The fourth installment of the Michael Bay-
directed franchise is due in North American
and Chinese cinemas June 27. While the
films have been derided by critics as super-
ficial, mindless action flicks overloaded with
computer-generated effects, that hasn’t hurt
their global appeal. The franchise’s third
film, “Transformers: Dark of the Moon,”
earned $1.1 billion at the global box office,

with $165 million from China, its second big-
gest market after North America.

Production in Hong Kong last year made
world headlines after it was disrupted by two
extortion attempts, including an incident in
which a man reportedly swung an air con-
ditioner at Bay’s head. One assailant in that
incident was later sentenced to 30 months in
prison.

Wahlberg stars as a mechanic who finds
a rundown truck that turns out to be Opti-
mus Prime. While most of the film is set in
the U.S., Hong Kong’s skyscraper-studded
skyline is the backdrop for the climactic
battle sequence, in which the Transform-

ers — giant, sentient robots that change into
cars, jets and helicopters — trash the city
onscreen.

The Autobots and their Decepticon en-
emies clash in the tenements of Kowloon and
above the financial district’s glittering tow-
ers. Spaceships hover above the city, tearing
apart a waterfront convention center and
throwing the former British colony’s iconic
Star Ferry about like a toy.

Other nods to China include scenes fea-
turing the Great Wall in Beijing and the
southern factory hub of Guangzhou, where
a nefarious tycoon played by Tucci collabo-
rates with Chinese actress Li Bingbing’s bio-
tech CEO character to produce robots based
on the metal Transformers are made of. Four
other minor roles were filled through a talent
search on Chinese TV.

The premiere “can be viewed as an indi-
cation of Asia’s growing importance in the
global industry — and that Hong Kong, as an
extension of the China market, was both con-
venient and meaningful for the venue,” said
Rance Pow, president of Shanghai-based
film consultancy Artisan gateway.

China is the world’s second-biggest film
market, with box-office revenues up by near-
ly a third in the first quarter after rising 27.5
percent last year to $3.6 billion.

‘It's not cute if you follow Jennifer
Lawrence — it’s not cute if you're the
second one!”

Lupita Nyong’o
The actress, 31, says she worried she would trip on her way to the podium to accept her
Academy Award for best supporting actress. Lawrence tripped on her way to accept the
award for best actress the year before.

- 4

Jay Leno to get top
US humor prize

Newly retired from “The To-
night Show,” television host Jay
Leno is now being awarded the
top U.S. humor prize for following
in the tradition of satire and social
commentary of Mark Twain, the
Kennedy Center for the Perform-
ing Arts announced Wednesday.

Leno will be honored with the
Mark Twain Prize for Ameri-
can Humor in a performance by
his fellow comedians Oct. 19 in
Washington, D.C.

The award recognizes people
‘who have had an impact on Amer-
ican society through their humor
and social commentary.

“Like Mark Twain, Jay Leno
has offered us a lifetime’s worth of
humorous commentary on Ameri-
can daily life,” said Kennedy Cen-
ter Chairman David Rubenstein
in announcing the award. “For
both men, no one was too high or
too low to escape their wit, and we
are all the better for it.”

After learning about the prize,
Leno said in a statement that
he’s honored and is a big fan of
Twain’s. He said “A Tale of Two
Cities” is one of his favorite books.
But apparently no one told Leno
that novel was written by Charles
Dickens.

Chappelle’s comeback
lands at Radio City

Dave Chappelle’s hesitant, slow-
motion comeback reached a big-
tent crescendo when the comic
performed a nearly two-hour set
at Radio City Music Hall in New
York that seemed to announce his
long-awaited return.

Chappelle, who famously aban-
doned his acclaimed and lucrative
Comedy Central show in 2005, has
largely shunned the public eye
since last year resuming his stand-
up career. In his act Wednesday,
Chappelle made up for lost time,
catching up to a decade of racial
and societal change, skipping from
Herman Cain to Donald Sterling,
his since-born children to his re-
turn from self-imposed exile.

“I'm just back out here earn-
ing enough money to disappear
again,” he said mid-set.

The show was the first of nine
scheduled for Chappelle at Radio
City, easily his biggest platform
in years.

Other news

W An actor who played a po-
lice officer on “The Shield” TV
show pleaded not guilty to mur-
der Wednesday in the death of his
wife and was ordered to stay away
from his two young sons. Michael
Jace entered the plea through his
attorneys.

m Jennifer Lopez and Marc
Anthony’s divorce has been final-
ized nearly three years after the
singers separated. Los Angeles
Superior Court Judge John San-
doz finalized the couple’s break-
up Monday, awarding the former
couple joint legal custody of their
6-year-old twins, records show.

® Universal  officials  an-
nounced Wednesday that the
new Harry Potter attraction at
Universal Studios Park will open
July 8. It will double the size of
the Harry Potter landscape in
the park.

From The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Nixon’s work mischaracterized

Andrew J. Bacevich made some good
points in his June 18 column (“Can Obama
pull a Nixon with the crisis in Irag?”), but
his criticism of Richard Nixon was off
the mark and lets many worthy of criti-
cism off the hook. Bacevich referred to
Nixon’s “cynicism” in ending the Vietnam
War. Nixon wasn’t president when the war
ended, and this has something to do with
the way the war ended. As Nixon’s author-
ity faded during the Watergate crisis, the
U.S. Congress asserted itself, about which
more later.

The Soviet Union paid the bill for North
Vietnam’s war effort. The Soviet purpose
was to involve the United States in a big
war on China’s border in order to influence
a “to the death” power struggle in China
in favor of a faction Mao Zedong called the
“pro Soviet group.” The Soviet goal was to
prevent a Sino/American rapprochement.
The American “Best and Brightest” did
not understand that there existed a pos-
sibility of a Sino/Soviet rift, or, to them
seemingly more far-fetched, a Sino/Ameri-
can rapprochement. Richard Nixon did un-
derstand the possibilities.

Nixon came into office with more than
a half-million soldiers bogged down in
Vietnam with no strategy, purpose or goal
other than to try not to die, and a set of po-
litical circumstances bequeathed to him
by Lyndon Johnson that made escalation
to achieve battlefield victory an impossible
option. He was determined to turn over the

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must be
signed, and must include the writer's address or
base and telephone number. Please limit all letters
t0 300 words. We reserve the right to edit letters for
length, taste and clarity. To write us, please refer to
the Reader letters information on this page.

conduct of the war to an increasingly effec-
tive South Vietnamese military and ensure
American longer term interests in Asia
through rapprochement with China. Part
of the deal would include Chinese interfer-
ence with Soviet land access to Vietnam
across China. This, coupled with Ameri-
can ability to cut off sea resupply through
Cambodia or through Hanoi, would give
the U.S. the ability to disrupt enemy stra-
tegic lines of communication.

Immediately, even as president-elect,
Nixon instructed Walter Stoessel, U.S. am-
bassador in Poland, to contact the Chinese
to press for early negotiations and the Chi-
nese responded positively and publicly. As
the Chinese and Americans began what
Nixon termed a “delicate diplomatic min-
uet,” Soviet strategy failed.

In consequence, the Soviets changed
their goal in Vietnam from stimulating
an expanded conflict to victory for North

Vietnam. This was a Soviet form of “con-
tainment of China” to build a powerful
pro-Soviet client state on China’s south-
ern border. As the United States withdrew
combat forces from Vietnam, the Soviets
altered the nature of their military support
to include tanks, heavy artillery and other
equipment needed for large conventional
battles.

Nixon had planned a massive bombing
campaign against the North Vietnamese
armored buildup, but postponed it when
John Dean went to the federal prosecutor
in the Watergate affair. As he became in-
creasingly enfeebled by Watergate, Con-
gress asserted its ugly little head. Military
appropriations in support of the South
Vietnamese were cut by more than half in
1973-74 and by another 30 percent the fol-
lowing year.

The result was a South Vietnamese
army that ran low on ammunition, fuel and
spare parts. At the end the North Vietnam-
ese had 900 tanks with all the ammuni-
tion, fuel and spare parts they could ever
need. South Vietnam had 550 tanks, many
of which were not operational due to lack
of parts, and they were low on fuel and
ammunition.

That North Vietham won under these
circumstances should not be surprising.
But the victory had nothing to do with peo-
ples’ war or guerrilla warfare at all.

The United States, not Richard Nixon,
abandoned Vietnam.

Col. F. Charles Parker IV (retired)
Brussels

The Redskins name should go, but
not because US government says so

By SALLY JENKINS
The Washington Post

ow that the US. Patent and
Trademark Office has struck
a governmental blow against
commodified ethnic insults, I'm
nervous, because I may have “disparaged”
somebody this morning when I buttered
my toast. After I put away the Land O
Lakes butter with that Indian maiden logo
on the box, I bit off a chew of Red Man to-
bacco and climbed into a Jeep Cherokee.

The Washington football club ought to
ditch its slur of a trademark, voluntarily. It
ought to do so on the grounds of basic de-
cency and good taste, and, you’d hope, with
an intelligent sense of history, context and
place. If they won’t do it willingly, then the
rest of us and their colleagues in the NFL
ought to embarrass, jeer and cajole them
into it. But the method currently being
employed, the mobilization of the U.S. gov-
ernment in favor of a correct sensibility, is
wrong.

The split decision, 2-1, by the U.S. Patent
and Trademark panel to cancel the Wash-
ington football club’s trademark registra-
tion is hollow for three reasons. First, team
management again failed the decency and
intelligence test in response to it. Second,
the practical effect isn’t that they have to
stop using the name, only that they might
have trouble successfully barring others
who use it. Third, and most important,
government coercion is a lot more harmful
than a lousy word.

Nobody would like to see a name change
more than me, and no one has made more
fun of owner Dan Snyder on this subject.
But the USPTO decision came in a politi-
cal climate that is queasy-making. It came
after months of various Feds leaning on
the team in ways that make it hard to feel
a sense of victory. Sen. Maria Cantwell,
D-Wash., has threatened to examine the

NFL’s tax-exempt status. The Federal
Communications Commission has threat-
ened to bring a criminal charge against the
club for “indecency.”

The trademark case is indirectly about
policing speech. Denial of a trademark
registration is not the same as banning
the use of a word, no. But it came in con-
cert with several other forms of govern-
ment pressure, and that fact is concerning
enough to put the ACLU and Fox’s Megyn
Kelly in the same camp over its free speech
implications.

“At first blush, it might seem obvious
that the USPTO should have the ability to
deny registration to racist or vulgar trade-
marks,” Gabe Rottman, a legislative coun-
sel for the ACLU, wrote last December in
an essay considering the team’s trademark
question. “But, as with all things free
speech, who gets to decide what’s racist
or vulgar? That’s right, the government,
which is just ill-equipped to make these
kinds of determinations.”

You don’t really want government agen-
cies to become the arbiter of acceptable
words and images. You really don’t. The
main reason you don’t is because, like it or
not, what’s offensive is subjective. It cre-
ates “a morass of uncertainty,” Rottman
wrote. Consider how many offensive viola-
tions someone could find in one episode of
“The Family Guy.” Or “Game of Thrones,”
or “Orange Is The New Black.”

“Being offended is the natural con-
sequence of leaving one’s home,” Fran
Lebowitz wrote. She added, “I do not like
after-shave lotion, adults who roller-skate,
children who speak French, or anyone who
is unduly tan. I do not, however, go around
enacting legislation and putting up signs.”

In his dissent from the trademark deci-
sion, USPTO panelist Marc Bergsman ob-
served that “the context” in which a word is
used “changes the perception of the term.”
For some people the word “Redskins” has

lost all of its vicious old meaning and rep-
resents their beloved Sonny Jurgensen and
Billy Kilmer; for others it’s a hate term.
Personally, I find it distasteful in all con-
texts. But how is a bureaucracy supposed
to effectively arbitrate its “real” meaning
without a lot of unintended consequences
and restrictions?

Trademark law prohibits the registering
of names that “may disparage” individuals
or groups, or “bring them into contempt
or disrepute.” But in actuality American
Indians are constantly treated with con-
tempt by corporate America, and we don’t
even notice it. As Thomas King observes
in his withering book, “The Inconvenient
Indian,” “Sometimes you can only watch
and marvel at the ways in which the Dead
Indian has been turned into products.”

Indians have been turned into cars, and
underwear brands, and Crazy Horse malt
liquor. The football trademark case hard-
ly rectifies the problem King identifies,
which is that Americans have no respect
for their own antiquities, and don’t recog-
nize how badly they continue to junk and
trash them.

“Dead Indians are dignified, noble, si-
lent, suitably garbed,” King writes. “And
dead. Live Indians are invisible, unruly,
disappointing. And breathing. One is a ro-
mantic reminder of a heroic but fictional
past. The other is simply an unpleasant,
contemporary surprise.”

That’s got the ring of absolute truth to it.
Butno governmental traducing can put that
epiphany into the heart of a team owner or
the league commissioner, or a fan. There
are competing priorities here: anti-dispar-
agement vs. absolute free speech. Trouble
is, if you over police the latter you might
stifle King’s ability to write so powerfully
about the former. He actually toyed with
entitling his book “Pesky Redskins.”

Sally Jenkins is a Washington Post sports
columnist.
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OPINION

What newspapers
are saying at home

The following editorial excerpts are se-
lected from a cross section of newspapers
throughout the United States. The editori-
als are provided by The Associated Press
and other stateside syndicates.

Resist new combat role in Iraq
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Given the United States’ 11 years of in-
volvement in Iraq as an invader, occupier
and, most recently, facilitator and ally, it
is difficult for the government and Ameri-
cans to watch what is happening there with
equanimity.

The United States withdrew its forces
from Iraq at the end of 2011, with what it
said was a democratically elected govern-
ment in place and with ample armed forc-
es poised to defend that govemmem which

America had trained and i That
is, of course, the strategy that the Umted
States has also laid out for its departure
from Afghanistan, at this point scheduled
for the end of 2016, after 15 years there.

The edifice that Washington set up and
supported in Iraq, led by Prime Minister
Nouri al-Maliki, has fallen apart, in a heap
of sectarianism, regionalism, non-inclu-
sion, corruption and just plain narrow-
minded stupidity. The regional powers
— Iran, Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Arabs
— have backed their respective horses in
the race, the governing Shiites and the
challenging Sunnis, pulling the country of
Iraq apart.

The likely outcome now will be a Kurd-
ish north, a Sunni heartland probably
including at least part of Baghdad, and a
Shiite south — the three pieces perhaps
working to a degree under the shell of the
former Iraq, the one that existed prior to
the U.S. invasion in 2003.

At this juncture there are key points for
President Barack Obama and his team to
bear in mind.

First, Obama is probably right to put a
small number of U.S. troops into the Bagh-
dad Green Zone, to keep the 5,500 Ameri-
can officials still in Iraq — astonishingly
— from being slaughtered or taken hostage
by a victorious Islamic State of Iraq and
the Levant or a desperate al-Maliki gov-
ernment. He must stick to his position that
U.S. troops will not become re-involved in
combat in Iraq.

Pushing Obama to use troops to save the
al-Maliki government will be U.S. parties
with commercial interests and investments
in Iraq’s status quo, some of it through the
sale of arms and other products, and those
who still feel committed to the previous
strategy and don’t want to admit that it has
failed. Obama needs to resist influence by
these parties, which are unable to adapt to
the changes on the ground.

Anironic, but basically positive outcome
of the new situation is that it is compelling
the United States to consult with Iran on
matters of common interest in Iraq. This is
a long overdue development, even though
the subject may be how to save the skin of
the failed Shiite government and Ameri-
can face in the region.

Best to have no tired truckers
New Britain (Conn.) Herald

At the same time that Congress is con-
sidering whether to relax work rules for
freight haulers, a truck driver’s lack of
sleep is being blamed for the highway
crash that injured comedian Tracy Mor-
gan and killed Connecticut resident James
“Jimmy Mack” McNair.

Wal-Mart trucker Kevin Roper appar-
ently failed to slow for traffic ahead on the
New Jersey Turnpike and then swerved to

avoid a crash.

Instead, his rig smashed into the back of
Morgan’s chauffeured limo bus, killing co-
median McNair and injuring Morgan and
three others.

Authorities said that Roper hadn’t
slept for more than 24 hours before the
accident.

This comes at a time when a proposed
change to federal regulations would effec-
tively let drivers put in as many as 82 hours
a week behind the wheel.

The change is backed by the trucking
industry and opposed by safety advocates
and the Obama administration.

An amendment that passed the Senate
Appropriations Committee, sponsored by
Sen. Susan Collins, R-Maine, would repeal
a requirement that drivers take a 34-hour
break, including no driving from 1 to Sa.m.
on two consecutive days.

“This regulation dumps concentrated
amounts of commercial traffic onto the
highway system at 5:01 a.m. Monday, when
people are trying to get to their offices and
their businesses ... and deliver children to
schools,” said Phil Byrd, chairman of the
American Trucking Associations.

The senator and trucking industry offi-
cials said it is safer for truckers to drive at
night when there is less traffic.

Those who oppose the change point out
that nearly 4,000 people die in large truck
crashes each year, and driver fatigue is a
leading factor, according to the Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration.

Do you want to share the road with a
tired trucker? We didn’t think so.

Measles back, so we must act
The (Greenville, N.C.)
Daily Reflector

A disease once on its way to oblivion ap-
parently is on the rise — and headed this
way, say health officials locally and na-
tionwide. So forget rumors you might have
heard about vaccinations and make sure
you and your children have had one.

That’s the message coming this week
from health officials about a resurgence in
cases of measles nationwide.

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention reported this month that mea-
sles has reached a 20-year high, and a big
reason for the increase is a decrease in the
number of people being vaccinated, espe-
cially children.

Pitt County Health Director John Mor-
row told The Daily Reflector that with
measles’ virtual disappearance in years
past, parents today are not aware of its po-
tentially terrible effects.

That’s one reason they might not worry
much about making sure their children re-
ceive the vaccine that would protect them.

Morrow also cited a report that originat-
ed in England years ago as another reason
for the decline in vaccinations. The report
suggested that some of the ingredients in
the vaccine could cause other childhood
illnesses, including autism.

The researcher behind this report had
falsified data, Morrow said, but by the time
that became broadly known the rumor that
the vaccine was harmful had “gone viral.”

As aresult, the threat of a measles come-
back today is real. In the last five months,
measles has caused more U.S. illnesses
than in any entire year since 1996, said the
CDC. The disease spreads easily through
the air and in a closed room infected drop-
lets can linger for up to two hours after a
sick person leaves.

There have been 16 outbreaks producing
397 cases of the highly contagious respira-
tory disease in 20 states, including nearby
Virginia and Tennessee ...

So vigilance and awareness are in order
to head it off, and it’s certainly not too soon
to vaccinate any who need protection from
this unwanted visitor from the past.

Let’s just hope it’s not too late.

Immigration reform took a hit
The Salt Lake Tribune

America needs immigration reform.
Polls show a large majority of Americans
‘want immigration reform.

That reform, to be worthy of the name,
must include a clear path to citizenship —
or, at the very least, legal status — for the
more than 11 million human beings who
now live in this country without benefit of
proper paperwork. A recent Pew Research
Center poll puts the number of Americans
who favor a path to full citizenship at 76
percent.

But because he was considered insuffi-
ciently hostile to just that kind of reform,
the second-ranking member of the U.S.
House of Representatives was thrown out
of office this month by a handful of voters
in Virginia.

So even though none of Utah’s Republi-
can members of Congress currently faces
a challenge from their right wing, our own
delegates are even more unlikely than they
were before to push through an immigra-
tion reform bill this year.

Which means it may never happen at
all.

Rep. Eric Cantor, House majority leader
and widely considered the heir apparent
to Speaker John Boehner, lost his primary
election to a hitherto unknown economics
professor who overcame the incumbent’s
huge advantage in money and name rec-
ognition by accusing him of, among other
things, being in favor of “amnesty” for un-
documented immigrants.

It wasn’t true. If anything, Cantor bore a
lot of the credit — or blame — for bottling
up the Senate-passed immigration reform
bill that includes a path to citizenship. That
bill had a lot of bipartisan support, includ-
ing from Utah’s Orrin Hatch.

But that wasn’t any deterrent to the right
wing echo chamber and its talk radio ring-
masters whose screeching helped get Can-
tor bounced.

It is apparently what Utah Republicans
such as Reps. Jason Chaffetz and Chris
Stewart fear when they resist the entreat-
ies of such mainstream stalwarts as the
Utah Farm Bureau, Utah Restaurant As-
sociation and Utah Manufacturers Associ-
ation. Those groups, and others, met with
the congressmen last week to explain how
alack of reform hurts businesses, consum-
ers and the whole of the state economy.

They rang up a big No Sale for their ef-
forts. Stewart basically brushed the groups
off by telling them he didn’t see that his
constituents really cared that much. Which
may be true.

Immigration is one of those issues where
avast majority, who favor one path of action
but don’t feel vehemently about it, lose out
to a much smaller, but more vocal, fringe.

That fringe ended one political career
this month in Virginia. Making sure they
don’t go next now becomes the priority of
other Republicans. Including, sadly, most
of them in Utah.

Rebuff Obama’s war on coal
Minot (N.D.) Daily News

It has become perfectly clear that Presi-
dent Barack Obama’s goal is to shut down
coal-fired power plants — whether doing
so is essential in battling climate change
or not. If he is successful, tens of millions
of American families will pay much higher
electric bills. And hundreds of thousands
of people will lose their jobs, all to allow
Obama to get his way.

Obama'’s schedule for wrecking the coal
industry and driving up electricity prices
has been obvious. First, his Environmental
Protection Agency adopted rules effective-
ly banning construction of new coal-fired
power plants in the United States. He did
that against the will of the people, as ex-
pressed by a majority of members of the
Senate, who refused to vote in favor of his
“cap and trade” scheme.

Utilities quickly revealed plans to close
hundreds of older coal-fired power stations.
Most will be replaced with natural gas fa-
cilities. Then, late last month, Obama de-
cided to administer the coup de grace. The
EPA revealed new rules that will make it
virtually impossible to operate existing
coal-fired power plants.

Even Obama’s administration admits
that will drive electric bills up by 20 to 30
percent for many Americans. More objec-
tive analysts say bills may go up by double
that amount or more. Business analysts say
the president’s agenda will cost the nation
at least 500,000 jobs.

If technology existed to retrofit coal-
burning power plants to comply with EPA
limits, things would be different. But it
does not. And that is part of Obama’s plan.
While he has been throwing away billions
of dollars on so-called “alternative” en-
ergy such as solar power, Obama has been
slashing federal funding for coal research.
It is all part of a plan, one certainly crafted
more carefully than many White House
initiatives, such as foreign policy.

Unless Democratic members of the Sen-
ate begin representing their constituents,
Obama will win in his vendetta against
coal — while tens of millions of Americans
lose.
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ACROSS 53 OCD-beset TV 24 Fast time?
1 GPS offering sleuth 25 Former males
4 Confab 54 Appointment 26 Wound cover
8 Imperfection 35 Fract abbr. 27 Ballet frill
: 28 Sir — Guinness
:; i:‘;g‘o closer DOWN 29 Ginormous
14 Portrayal 1 Unruly groups 32 Retire
15 Ohioans 2 Touch 33 Overthrow group
17 Wheelbase 3 Elite alternative 35 Journey segment
terminus 4 Nativity display 36 Deli side
18 Posture 5 Grant's successor 38 Whitewater vessel
19 Heavy weight 6 Time of your life? 39 Unspoken
21 Surprise cries 7 Nuclear cease-fire 42 Mideast nation
22 Cave somewhat 8 Money of Mali 43 Protuderance
26 Hackneyed 9 Bagel topping 44 Acceptable
29 Cudgel 10 Every last iota 45 Predicament
30 Whammy 11 Tiny 46 Gls' entertainment
31 Select from a 16 Small hill grp.
group 20 Ump's cry 47 Lair
32 Martini 23 Kirk's wrathful foe 49 Ms. Thurman
ingredient
33 Tarzan's mate Answer to Previous Puzzle
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35 Journal AIMIA
36 Fourth-down NJU|B
tactics A|C|E
37 Charlie who visited G|H|T
Willy Wonka R
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0% e [l
45 TV g — S
48 Cowboy -Z
50 On the briny DIOlY AlM] |
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6-20 CRYPTOQUIP
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VRRGFGZE KZMZ FVEESFMGVU:
ZU ZPFDGLZE ZPFDPGLZE.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: WHILE OUT CAMPING,
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CAREFUL NOT TO START A FLORIST FIRE.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: Z equals A
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Family MARUGOTO discount

Sign up for 2 or more lines in your family and

a3 90,000 espimsomma

O ¥ 10,000 gift certificate will be sent to your address at later date.

Eligable Devices

SoftBank Smartphones / SoftBank 3G Phones (Disney Mobile included) *1

« Apply for more than 2 new contracts on the same day at the same shop (MNP included). *2
+ Join Family Discount and Flat-rate Data Pack. *3
« This service applies to each line only once (Not applicable to corporate customers).

Notice
In case of termination of service, including termination with MNP-out within 3 months, you are

required to pay ¥ 10,000. Also regular cancellation fee of ¥ 9,500 will apply when canceling

your contract other than the anniversary month.

*1 Smart Phones specified by SoftBank: iPhone, SoftBank Smartphones (Not eligible for Mimamori Phone)

*2 Transfers from Disney Mobile on SoftBank, WILLCOM, E-mobile are not eligible.

*3 Unlimited Packet Data Flat, Unlimited Packet Data Flat for Smart Phones, Flat-rate Data Plan for Simple Smart Phones,
Flat-rate Data plan for 4G, Flat-rate Data Plan for 4G LTE.

(Requirements are different from the statement above when you purchase SoftBank 3G cell phones.)

(OSome restrictions apply. Please ask shop crew for more details.

SoftBank
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ZERD FOREIGN TRANSACTION FEES

CARD THAT | CAN USE ANYWHERE
MASTERCARD® IS ACCEPTEDI

M ILITARY

STARSRo

Benefits you can use!
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Stripes.

SERVICE DIRECTORY:

The Daily Guide to Navigating the European Business Market

Attorneys 178

US & German Attorneys
US & German Divorces - Employment.
Wills and Probate » Support Issues

Personal Injury - Tax
»

EUROPE'S PREMIER
MILITARY DEFENSE FIRM

COURT & CARPENTER
4 Over 45 years defending
servicemembers

Heilbronner Strasse 150,
70191 Stuttgart, Germany
Phone in Germany: 0711 490 04320

www.militarylawfirm.eu

T W
Law Offices Joseph K. Kelso
U.S. Attorney at Law

Specializing in:
Federal Employment Lav,

Personal Inj;

Frankfurt am Main
Tel: (06108) 797579 + Fax: (06108) 799622

joseph-kelso@t-online;&

Dental 902

American
Dental

Services Offered:
Family Dentistry
Certified Orthodontics
Crowns and Veneers

Implant Surgery

Zoom Teeth Whitening
Wisdom Teeth Surgery
Nitrous Oxide
Saturday & Evening Appoin
Caring, Friendly A 1St

-2 Wiesbaden Dental Care
06119 887 2650
Bahnstrasse 14, 65205 Wiesbaden
Wiesbadendental.com
Ramstein Dental Care
06371 406230
Post Strasse 1, 66877 Ramstein
Ramsteindental.com

VEHICLE
SHIPPING SERVICES

= International Shipping = Customs clearance
« Import & Export « All Risk Marine Insurance
* Inland trucking (U.S. & Europe)  Auto Insurance (Germany only)
= Door to door pick-up/delivery service 1
f—
For Further Information Please Contact
GERMANY UNITED KINGDOM Us.A
Phone: +49-6134-2592730 +44-117 9381919 +1-972-602-1670
Toll-free:  0800-CARSHIP (Germany only) 0800-7839351 (UK only) +1-800-264-8167 (US only)
E-Mail: i logistics.de i i uk infoatgal.us
WEB: logistics.d hipuk.co.uk www.tgal.us
For 2nd POV Shipments - Offices / Agencies near Military Installations
Military tems 720 | Catering 894

DEPENDARBLE

MILITARYLUGGAGE.COM

902

er 90% Non-Extraction

Dental

Member
American Association of
Orthodontists

Convenient Payment Plans
No Referral Necessary

Evening & Weekends
TriCare Provider

Dr. Michael Dillon, DDS, MS (Orthod)
Univ of Maryland, Former USAF
All Treatment Fees in US §

06371-918911

www.dillonortho.com

Lillon

Orthodontic
Care

1TAURANT™

- Keepers of Edible Americana

American Veteran Owned

Barbeque Specialty

a’

Credit Cards Accepted

|
Vegan Sidekicks To

Fresh 100% NaturallyjPrepared Fo‘o_(jyt

Prepared Especially ForiYo

We bring a taste of America to your door! Please contact us for availability in your area.
Call: +49 1523 357 3708 + E-holla:feedme@smoketribebbg.com
Shop: smoketribebbg.com ¢ Socialize: facebook.com/smoketribe

Financial Services 904

LOANS up to $10,000

For Active Duty U.S. Military

Call Toll Free

Germany: 0800 YES-LOAN
Italy/Belgium: 00800 YES-LOANS
Stateside: +1.931.802.6522

www.yesomni.com

”e

“We love to say yes'

1~ ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Al

131 t

&
Interglobal Shipping GmbH
Specialized Shipping to/from the US & Canada
Autos, Household Goods, Personal Belongings
Contact your Pro’s at the Docks today!l!
info@interglobalshipping.de,
www.interglobalshipping.de

[Te17(0421) 3407650 Fax: (0421) 340%6565)
Tl 7é2 08007000%63 11

Ship Cars and Containers to and from the USA

0800-522-6274 or 800-WSA-SHIP (972-7447)
jorldwide-ship.de
www.worldwide-ship.de
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FREE AD Guidelines

« Free ads are available only DOD ID Card
holders selling personal merchandise.

« Ads may contain up to 32 words. All Ads
must contain price and contact information.
No websites will be accepted in Free ads.

+ Stars and Stripes reserves the right to
re-classify, rewrite and reject any ads.

STARSU,#STRIPES.

CLASSIFIE

Go to stripes.com to place your free ad.

- EUROPE MIDDLE EAST

Sell fast/ Buy fast

When you see this ﬁ

camera icon go to stripes.com

to view the uploaded photo.
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Porson to put from 59 feet e $15500.60 Us o 30 Tarwo, Whvls&E\ack Prem?um Leather, | charged Musmngr (o Rt | igh s But o ma\mamed Tip (it ”a““‘es‘ W‘"“ efiec. e, 281 S 78006.00-Excar
Emdu"e‘ B yanomaili 11 owner, heated leather seats, | Tech, jum, Cold, agd Com- | Vista, Blue-Two fone Interior yjgse, no_oll,, Car ‘y osoanran se"sms ® Whae! | Volvo, XC90, 2006 §11200.00 | lént totring motorcycle, lofs of
v Bose “sound. Navi, suniooi e""oﬂ os. LowMicage, 1 OW"eh(FWs" Wieshadgn, Curenty egetored | 2ansosc Surround Uy | USS, spec., B cyl. AWD, for salo | 1on and sowsr. Law- milaage,
edwin.ordonio.cv@mall.mil___ black unted wvndows Ca\ cnns She 3 mhe, smd, é\onally Glean "Condition; Smoke | 015223389615 0162-6410840 ";,"av‘emz,:am;'gg ‘R o) Cug, | 30 row seats '°; visiting 'a""“v afiermarket parts make this bike
FREE Pancake Breakfast The 260 | &8 Baitres: Garaged, - Non- | Ere red-Garagi kepl, [¢7] fave, onginal CRadio) US| and an exira set of snow tires
Knights of Columbus, Tmothy 013161500347 §poking, BNW Senveed, Free | Boush | Staoe, Raging | — va”a@?\e 815180763588 | for winter included.  Entertain- Eﬂeled A m ZOQATSlandard
G. Maude_Council #10292, will [-——————————— fay-lof @ gmail.com ment system and buit in win. cam
Syl CAnel L0222, | e o z0re Sarooo 0 | 4317CuRFRGg: oS f21-S17F Qué’m& Sr‘md Kol ;33. Wercedes Bons, SLK 920,200 | 2y olg B L . slent | £S5 Shedl yarsihesi
on Sunday, 22 Jun 2014, fro tion’ spec [¢7] Reiors, cg,‘g W cedes' maintained with allre.| X | condilion and powerful engine, | Guise control tront fog lghts,
1000-1400 hours at the Hainer- F“e' 5‘““"9" ',J“""" gFS“ p ('S | cords, new tires, new brakes, al | Bonayit, Gran st 1odCi, | 49 (0)7031 438 g Windshield, “and vi
engne 349 miles. | BMW, X3 28, 2013 $32000,00 Paporw e hedled Seals “aa | Benauly, Gyan, Seenc i | 589 o raiion reducing._foot
berg ACS Cafeteria. The e\ e ion | Original QEO Rt Sp vy Foush axiras, Plus winter mes "on separate 2004 _ $4899.00 [seat | (tw | dunk@ceoexpress.com Aftermarket  itemns: Scleamm(q
is open o everyone, <o come on ﬁ%ﬁ%@i;’;ﬂ?&g gga‘g%m"l b ‘automatic. . 21500 miles, g“,ﬁav\;‘s(,“s o, Ohere: 58P | 360 hors sepower m S lie car Qlapse o Ik, Ggman | ————————————— | Fagle slage one upgrade K
2nd Telowahiy wih e Knights | Ingolstadt, Germany.Thi Sﬁs‘e"wfﬁéﬁmr'“‘%&“% i | s 0B 7St o T Sprine asniananee oc | 158,000k, ,gx‘qemelv oot WSt 20 5765000 pover | PRl Sser, BIoE Yo
S Comine Kiiohis | 128 prodtition year of he S5 | bily N3G i rick bo Jawless @ gmail.com e te e e mehance Jist ic, 4 eyless Starl auo- ) locks, power sun ing exiés omal Car.o troone
joseph.e.cleboski civ@mailmil | Eniiement Badcane San BIF | Sqadien, z%gb odtenger T 2008 | £ "‘g,‘fr?a"ny I Joasnt " leaung | 7 'a,ig "“‘3 W‘pm Ha?’ B :ﬁ;mmcm héatod Seats, nclidos |9
—— foreial Package, Ban i truck is in 9000 | &Il 'seridus ‘offers. considere iny vboard com®
" SonAuio, Nape Loaihor Spo cordton nd oo Gren °Ges | R RSN | O e s AT FUECE, | pecied e
Automotive U0 | S AR el | cnewory, convts s | Tl Bl ] e b e ST m"‘m o e | RSy S HEMCR | oy e fes s
i Dealersiiip. * Duniay ort,
n Sportmaxk - G~ (perforiance | Package. 436 HP unidue Crve- | Snoe ] 'ﬂgggggssna,muem,sgdaf ions g1 soreqe comparmonts | 558184 7e65s o b Pt
4 0ach 18" BORBET ALLOY | summer tres inclyded) Duniap | fal Tint S Navigation, | 2.3 enq-ne Biei s and R Pa : | Inspection. New 1Ay fich, 2% oke wik oS
WHEELS with CENTER CAP, | SP_ Winters perform- c n‘ Tvans ucen& brakes were replaced last year. | 50 e 5500 aluminum _rims Excellem condition, alway &
0.00 - Borbet producer | ance wm«ev ﬁves mc\uded) A (glores, in Has a bed liner for easy c\ean on 13 June Amwe immegic | Winter ties  on & s raged ~ and it ridden, “no
c! |.g1m R o o | BEral Carmplats, Set-of Iiaror | tranky. Boge Stereo, Bua Mods UP oD | runs ety 2595 137 | Remova ool \/ca;‘rwelr TCK. | v, Golf, 2011 $16698.00 MY | 1ScuBs, At all in
whedls - éﬁuoaslwlgrgiupeﬂceecuw "‘5935727'"3051 ;‘mmgw Exiaust, Clear Brd, Integrated | crowsdg@y: mplaseage @aol com mneerhas'“"'usnz NN £0Ss, YOUR GAIN! Retiing t ipgrmos, (Ul V\’S%on ‘5‘“ i)
Borbet - Each wheel is individu- | hnson@hotmail.cc ase Detector. IMMACULATE! es, g9 | €Y007 @hotmail.com Italy, theyll make me change | 1" apes, monotubes,” Mustan: ng
iy d_ structur: Price just reduced...+49 (0)1609 o the American specs to Euro, & | seat with driver backvest wich
e e ] 1558 58 ShER G vt 50 ;‘g;,gzbu“gg(ﬂr,uﬁ;"ogdgﬂ,g Haeee zg‘:;smeg,ggn IR « B e ol picary | G el h“‘
F R AL i O s — LT U5 mavtadion Brand | color” ot Sgocs, [PSC | subarOutnac g Limte, | siver Say gte 49 PG, sl | I8 SIED, Foo much o 11
email randy aultus.army.mi Auto - Quality Pre-owned or mats, ol and | fons, passed: Brobidms] | 500", 23005 AwD loaded with_manual - 6-speed | BC{Fiooe GatEls ans Beg. P
(asales. Che SOHer el | Burchdis, | ood, Shebe - Inelte “ond | Sty iy i caner ouerdrive, tacton & siablly | vato salg and!| Rave 16 Tito n
anb Shelby GTs'olu 2013 | Free Europe-wide delivery %E 500 ‘ h(s test dnve ammu h ava\\abg for 33400 casn mease We arae"wg gv:;mv‘oz:gw 'P vzmer;‘wnsgnugd g“";,‘l’ﬁ B Wi d:wgeg" Dower | G anne. Sie Ssiocated In
A i rice ' i .
?“’0 000 e ‘,g,,*;{m;ﬁ.’}f Engine Fepair by Ecschg\nlo RéGotabie, mal g all]system, Bluetooth, CD player | Tit whoel Keyless entry, AC,
Clih and pressure plate, hy: (¢ fgéér:‘ae‘:'%grmﬁ&e exaust cal scoﬁm\amwa@gmaﬂ com RANEEY: sséi win-USB and aux jacks, coi | Dual, Arbags, 'Side A Bags.
8L, rowbt bearig. ¢ u Wo weather package with heated | Fron! lead Curtain A | Hariey-Davidson, Road Kin
et RS | o, st oo s run | G LLISE sl i a s o St S0 "o | S i TRy
" S > | 20 2012 §20000.00, 20 or sale | 01712679174 ., MP3, CD.
ﬁ"é‘e‘%”ﬁ?w . miSon St nealds Curiner B el o ol | Honge, O, 2012 s30000 % The car & in e Satelite ard Slustootn Wirsiss | 500 Auscns Condion 6l Ot-
pe,"c’l‘m,'m‘mn pm,e;’a,em Shsfad 3455 R ethams & | shaps o e 'oriinal | Volvo 4 door. Limousine, S-80, | Dayiime . running sidan, Diamondpust with Ster.
plea for E&'.%’rf"‘zggs CLiseh 0" “'b"g hotmail.c ﬁgnsr'ms(s:laorn 'ian'g'es a"‘%'??é‘ﬁ 70003709000, Fuly logdedt | mies, Very good conditon, price | £5,,28e13, ASESSPHSK wik
Autos for Sale peuch 0‘525505‘938 "Stndh Qoumer AG, Joes not wnrk | mission Elegmc windows, includes winter tires. $16,698 Organizey Added | Fassing
zabef @hot Vs o $1638 lopped blowing o o, ity Snroo | Inspection due in June, o she'l &HPwrDuals Monster
Germany 142 Miatcen dne Boal 31000 | Loxus, 15 200, 2001 5600000 | S5 2t | Aeves ket itTopnea | Forépean “Ravgmion Sy, | bo. n periect health for you! Rounu sn s Sehacefiner
BMW, 3181, 1993 550000 93 | BER" mive. aa 20TH “Swisy | HEAted Seate, Powel widoivs fince, \ Ive T Carman eally In\svmmsnl vaers Winistheal: | Dealer maintained, Call Jan, | Sw Foot Boara:
Black; 1t has around 288,000 | fighway siicker included: Gx focks, driver " seat Winter, and hateto sell it but w gou 01609-233-2185 N $Shp5 "eam\ﬂseﬂs Slﬂck Fas
BMW, St6 Compact, 1994 |km_ 000 it ransiormers. included und S J 467-2392  or eves.|FeSs
$2000,00 2'door 'Ear%‘é?\dﬁ gg Dgaprx’c‘:\c 2 'grba mechrsmlésﬂa' shonus” Call 01702967495 for xg‘om 'slgeohEverylhmg workei palrr:cd% p‘/ahoo com: willa f‘ummer Zlgt?@sh ealor' mamameu 09820-918:6509" Ancbach %‘Séne"r’ e & uid hes. Gare-
8977 §% 1 By price more easta@yal meaton: ya young: g‘a‘ co Avalatle end of juy. janice.ag PP WeKit J’gwemggsgza
mailmi

Semndiaaienct do”

s nagotia-
ble. ss2day@gmail.com

david leake@gmail.cor
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ial Rates: CIV: 0631-3615-9012 or DSN: 583-9012

Motorcycles 164

Computers 360

Jobs Offered

630

Jobs Offered

630

Harley_ Davidsan, Softail Slim.
2013 '$14900.00, US Spe

ale, ° Avalaple’ Tmmeditely
Less than 3.000 Miles. Winter it

. Just preparin
< purchdzed las

q
berg. 01525-3887556
o7

ng,

0ad Kin
snue&'}euwm\ midined 95 | Ogte

TUVd and Taxes paid. Onginal
US Fepervork hosemalvesn®
hoo.

Apple Mac Mini $650.00 Comes.
loaded with Adobe CS5, Adobe
Lightroom 4, Adobe Elements 8,
full_suite of Windows Office

Computer details: Apple
Mac Mini 2.5GHz, dual cor

four USB

24 inch LED monitor will cost
extra). $650 or best offer. Brett
0151-22346825.  mineralgrey@
yahoo.com

Suxukl, Hayabusa GXR 1300 -
[imited Ediflon, 2004 $7200.00
rare BUSA. designed f

ST SBort riders. A

ton"of power, crisp
and aerodynarnice. n
Show Room G

handing.
excellent
dition! “Original

pes) il be, ncuded; 1
1822666568

F-R6, 2009
aoooc C;\.‘avage Kept and
mai

madiianche except ng Hioing
windshield and Sliders!

w

Shield ‘included. inoludes: Tile

el & Ongmal oot emal
feraldnz0@gmai com

Sport Utility Vehicle 172

XM, 2013 $80000.00

V&'t turho,

heads
ey oY vew :smerss
Navig a(‘\on Comfort ’ ats fhoat
olin ory.

Shorama glass oo, s
wlmer vur\ 588 il oo
& winter alloy wheels)
“Blol oo “hands res
ghone Conne
50 km h [s\eclmmca”y Ilmmed)
es.
£55"

Serious inqulre

Datee63 Giive.com

Ford, Escape, 2009 $12000.00.
Great condtion. Single_owner
&non smoker) ' purchased in
010. Perfect size for traveling

und _Europe. _ Freshly _de-
faliea: Brand naw front” lower
conirol “arms i ball .gms
conrol A’ s

by
Fom when t was smpﬁed ts
nere, 51000 Teken”of ot e
ik icine). Ko 8,5 ook

Value ‘even ith bumper_darm:
age s §13,333

Fog lights
Bown’ mu 2ssist Cargo cover G
piayer Sijis “Rado’ Heady A
edlher Tres only 1 5 old
mmoazsss itarydly?7@g

Trucks 174

Dodge, Grand Caravan, 2001
$2000.00 Silver; power brakes,

Sleatng. windo
focs: Er: Tadio

Fmelnst@gmaﬂ cof

Computers 360

iama_ Sport _switch 10-100
$7050 1820 2 ey work and
in good condiion. Seling be-
Nt use  them.
SS2day@gmatcom

Furniture/Appliances 511

220v Appliance PCS sale
$500.00 Miele condenser dryer,
18 month old, $200, Miele
vacuum three
heaters $25 each or $60 for all
three. Philips iron for

le Boscl
HSFS0 aoch caioro31 436
4882 after 1800 or email dunk
ceoexpress.com for additional
information

Washer and Dryer set $800.00
and the d

Sensitive. 0162 2730348

Health Care 540

CERTIFIED MEDICAL ASSISTANT

NEEDED IN SPANGDAHLEM, GERMANY!

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!

Contact Nichol at 001-513-984-1800
ext. 152, fax 513-984-4909 or email to
nmulligan@sterlingmedcorp.com

CERT. REQ.
1YR. EXP. REQ.

EMERGENCY MEDICAL TECHNICIANS
1

NEEDED IN AVIANO, ITALY!

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
EMT LICENSE REQ.

Contact Nichol at 001-513-984-1800
ext. 152, fax 513-984-4909 or email to
nmulligan@sterlingmedcorp.com

1YR. EXP. REQ.

HAVE YOU TRIED
THAT CRAZY WRAP THING?
Tightens, tones, and Firms in as.
little as 45 minutes. Reduces the
appearance of celluiie. Gives
you fast & Lasting results from a
botanically based formula. Buy

niine at
huDk/skmnyholamca\wrans myit

2
We ship APO
——

Musical Instruments 740

PRS Guitar $850.00 Tremonti

new PRS hard shell
Oimdatous0s Syanae.

Piano

S156600 Rlppen \’fngm ‘Dlano:

ol ety
0

sold ExceHen\ Condi-
flon, Price nogotiable. You p
up in Thra g
dom. (44)1

32720408
o]

Person to Person 800

Stars and Stripes reserves
the right to reject any free
advertisement request.
The use of full names is not
permitted. You must be 18
years of age or older to
place a free person to
person advertisement.

Computer Services 898

Mac & PC Computer Upgrades,

Bepars, “Networking. ' '$50.00
Full Serice Computer Repays -
upq{ades Mainignancs - Net-
Mag Repalrs,

fige _Networkin

Virys “Removal,

GN\redwe\ess)
rades _and Maintenance.
Ofitor “Fech Services avaiiable,

University of Maryland

University College Europe
Employment

UMUC Europe is seeking experienced

including cell phone repairs. - faculty to teach the following
Certfiod 075144514700 . .
Aeraldhzu@gma\\ com graduate courses in Germany:
<] y Te

ack. | Sporting Goods 980 Cybersecurity
Limied_Edition Elecric Snow- Information Assurance
board Goggles $75.00 -
Elecf £G.55 Goggles T i Computer Science

Back' C

case and pouch, lens cleaning

cloth, “and_sunglasses _pouch.

Feal froe 1o contact m If you
ny questions

Vickiob2@gméil.com

NIB_ Adizero F30_ TRX FG

{Wens Size 12) $65.00 08O =

occer cleals are new inbox

contact me i have an
Guestions. Vickiob2@gmail.com

Information Systems
Tel: +49-(0)631-534-80252
E-mail: hrjobs-europe @umuc.edu

www.europe.umuc.edu/jobs
UMUC Europe n EEO

employer

Smith&Wesson Model 64

voner For %ot $556.00 Model
& al.” Special,
X inless

o7, 5720844 06303-6254° 11 "

PetA 822

Flexible SturdiBa;

Pet Carrier
(smal) $3000 FCSin

with a cat o 1l dog

the peﬂem camer for youv "R

as_good W (nas been
e to Go 1o iho vei

Co\m smoke. Dimensio
% 16" Flexible Helght
Sunable fop cats and T
pou iaching
Washable g comforable pad
inside. Will ship 1o APO’ an
where in EUrope (adcitional cott

Biideron. )
[s]

Read STARS#STRIPES. online at

Travel 1000

** Come Visit Garmisch**
Hotel Forshaus Oberau 8 km
ub/sauna
ocp, roe brfst,
Gogs welcome. 06354-9120
i forethain oberaude

®
Miscellaneous 1040
BMW 24, 2009 RIMMS_SPORT

50000
7 JOEN,

N DARMSTADT, GERMANY.
0491708610922 " artur_pinheiro
yahoo.com

Medical 690

Tricare Provider
or U.S. citizens 7=

Please don't hesitate to contact me:
Wiesbaden 06 11 - 30 07 55

www.dr-von-seck.de

Mi 1040

4 Quality Hand Guns & Pistols
$950.00 1 - Mint, never_fired
fimited _edition I;eserl Som

Mi 1040

Tires $100.00 Need to get rid of
some summer tires (wheel not
included)-size 235-70-16. Vehi-

was sold back in

thorization to have e res ere

on and are in fairy good
conditon, The price is $100 or

it interested, call
SToai-aobront. Sanous i
quires only.

=
g

or hunting license
and appropriate storage loca-
tion. Price is very little negotia-
ble. Contact me and | will email
You photos. | was not able 1o
foad them in the ad. alexstarsky

@yahoo.com

LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES
NEEDED IN AVIANO, ITALY!

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
LPN/LVN LICENSE REQ. - 1 YR. EXP. REQ.
REGISTERED NURSES ENCOURAGED TO APPLY!

Contact Nichol at 001-513-984-1800
ext. 152, fax 513-984-4909 or email to
nmulligan@sterlingmedcorp.com

LICENSED PRACTICAL NURSES

NEEDED IN SPANGDAHLEM, GERMANY!

EXCELLENT COMPENSATION!
LPN/LVN LICENSE REQ. - 1 YR. EXP. REQ.
REGISTERED NURSES ENCOURAGED TO APPLY!

Contact Nichol at 001-513-984-1800
ext. 152, fax 513-984-4909 or email to
nmulligan@sterlingmedcorp.com

REPORTS TO:

JoB
DESCRIPTION:

REQUIREMENTS:

AVAILABLE:

Overseas Network Admi
Overseas Headquarters
Full-Time Position

istrator

Overseas Network Systems Manager

Candidate will be responsible for operation, configuration
and installation of Service Credit Union’s computer and
network-related systems at Overseas Headquarters and
Branch Offices. Individual responsibilities include, but are
not limited to; computer systems, network devices,
and related Automatic
Teller Machines (ATMs), software installation, help desk
duties, installing, configuring, and administering computer
software and hardware, both commercial and proprietary.

+ Familarity with LAN/WAN computer systems networks

+ In-depth knowledge of Windows 7, 2003/2008 & AD required

+ Abiliy to work independently and troubleshoot to resolve
user and systematic issues

+ Travel to deploy or upgrade hardware or software, new
ATMs installations, and train branch staff

+ Must be available to be on-call on a rotating basis for any
computer related ATM or mechanical problems (cell phone)

+ Bachelors degree in Computer Science or equivalent such as
MCSE or CCNA certifications

+ Proficiency in the German language is desired

Immediately

CONTACT:

Wes Loomis — Overseas Network Systems Manager
Overseas Headquarters .
Pulaski Barracks, Bldg. 2934 SERVICE
67661 Kaiserslautern, Germany ~ CREDIT UNION
Tel: +49 (0) 631-351-20160

Email: wloomis@servicecu.org  For People on the More

Free Classifieds

Stripes.com posts regular updates from our overseas military bases in
Europe, Pacific and the Mideast—and covers the Pentagon and Capitol Hill.

STARSH,@STRIPES.

Wherever you need us, however you read us: we're always for you.
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WWW.0CoNUS.com

Eniy
5465782 yeo @ heiwa.com
G

or
010-2027-7059 010-2027-7059
G

Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
- Japan 146 |- Korea 148 |- Korea 148 |- Korea - Korea 148 |- Korea 148
Ford, E350XLT Super Dut ord, | Mustan
Eomuarsion Al 200 Eargy, dustang,, ST, 2013
voraon VAN 9 s conde, (o | Ford, Escape, 2008 $9000.00 | lime "price dro oTust el or
x ¥ € | 2008' Ford Escape XLS ship! 2013 T , Grand Cherokee Limited,
rand New, V-S4 M Loalf | 2008 Ford L5 Sport | el 2010 N Thiod | 288 RS S0 YU | Topor, Sl 2007 5720000
g, Deluxe Woad Interior Bower | guiolhallc . just_over. 81 oud Erommance Eromo brsks, 9%, | Jes Grand Charokse Eimied | 2007 Toyole, Solara SE Coupe
BIW, 3201, 2005 $9800,00 Mint | 001 KIws  Chairs, | Dual | mies, Funs great, COLD lom,_ Upqiaded _radiator. & il | with the 5. 7L HEMI engin with SOFA egislred < ,9, nS ore
condifion 2005 "BMW 3201, | Gaptainaiils,  Ghairs, | Dual new tires, now breaks (exira sef | cooler, 19N s, electronic ang [ i Y Sgea
Beautiul car “in outstanding | "ot & Rear AG & Heai 19 inch | 6P Daric 1o Ghange out ai breaks | Stabiiy control an a7
condtion. Bins "uredt BN | KD, TV witn DVD player VG | SLEETS0,TeNI5 o0 AURIEHS | S Hocsrs (aling 26510 Fort | ey emab\e o"srs ey Gaced "T"S"ﬁd
erviced wirecords. leather/hea- | 32180 W Bivetgot i ane | can  Kelly Blue book in_fair stc Bluctooth LOW MILE- inclu Pead | tint, mult dise ch anger, g 0‘
fed seats; navigation, cool AC: | S3SHG SFear Ve o raffic | condition”  witn mlea £ {1800m), loud fast’ and K003 e lso s . recent” Interior_ detall
new maig; JCT S22 more | Gonditon, Rest Vi, CEmEIB.Y | §T0881 skin b auliful 923,660 | fe Myng stereo wilh~ 20G8 | &, 1 ¢ % |
monts Puvghased \msccave PR s eadsets Psz o I\ @ 010472 377|2 el o010 KS@A 9‘ - ‘u 02 (hara e, navigation, and b" eeys g '“%,‘ffg"
beautial and-fin el Low | console, Philips LED DRL, Third | BRReneNee o5 e onthiicom  ©- | 4° § 8 9™ %185 | G0 has jeather  intarior - tow Jachb.yua gmailcom
el 4208 i FT o | o can be a fial bed Can okdyk@notmar.com package, moonioot, and emals [o7]
e at Zama area or Yokosuka, "V%ﬁ" igh ot 205000 [o] Starter, Fear backup _camera
&l G sglogudeAEQAza%ogg in pGorome’ Wheels, | $19,000 and rear parkin edr\s%v &
Sandlegogary @ya aiso aclofy: Installed. - Brakes.
010-8924-5332 Mini, Countryman S, 2013 hosesl\\(er;yand bl al recently
Ford, Fiesta, 2011 |2000 00 $2! 9 00 00 Hsre are the features | replaced. 01099492208
——————— 12011 Ford Flesta Si Sed: \ e ml n man Blazing \lnlvo, XC90, 2013 53400000
For, Thunder Suomatis Tl Koo Techrols SEap Pl Pac
$1600.00 1994 Ford Thunde \ealhev b\ack mlerlav Ftu loa- y Packag’g (Blue footh, Nav\} HIerA D, it has evevymmg p\us
bird LX All original 42,000 miles 3,00 rm\ss uto with Pad Shifters ‘and Low seats for se
4.6 Liter V-8 Automatic Power o \ s bas\call 035 new cam\ Mileage. It's great for getfing £35000 it jeal Qor
windows and locks New tires ley lue % avound Korea $29,000 or bes! only. SSAOOU with &BOU
Toyota, bB, 2008 $5000.00 | New starter New brake pads condl\mr\ 513721 AsklnF nd offer..call/text Ssan; Drw Musso, 1996 CanaAWl (aks \he vsh\c\s w\lh
L8 B0 Road ax aid | Alloy rims  Cold Key\ess $12,01 Ca am,,n 55465 o1 emal shmav $169: /e'll maintained vehi- love.
JCI till” 22 May, 20 eyless | entry Auns and Drives Gi 316:4729-575%" Emait paulsrich ganerson@g 811 °Com | o, Excellent family vemole Gail | Gont 08425087
ol S New res | For $1,600 Soat ofler amsﬂ@gmaucom pauistenar | 3158556048 Shinatd . patisrson | for —more - information. | o ch)l)seH@gmallcom tom.law
ds77@gmail.cor civ@mail.mil 010-2594-7212 rence @gmail.cor

Home Electronics 570

Electric Transformers an
cossories $80.00 Electric Hane:

formers 23 110V, 5 sach
B0 atte, 3 cach 0 iats,
S50, Quq all 8 Kor

0 cton i T \e
$ul\$‘s 53 oo forall 10, 220
und

T, 9
lankasEG@gmaH com

Jobs Offered 630

GOOVER ENGLISH ScHOOL
3S0OVEN/HOUR _ Seek
TEACHERS. We seek experi-
anded v Eagish toarners
without strong accents who v
on US Miitary bases in
Japan/Kanto. Web site provides
nore information, APPLY NOWI

ttp://www.goover. o jplenglish
OBy ate

Relocating to
Nellis AFB, NV?

Let the Ike Moore team find your dream home!

Appoint a retired Air Force professional who knows the
community and understands your needs

Let us guide your transition to life in Southern Nevada.

Let us assist you in finding reputable mortgage lenders and
other community resources.

Contact lke at (702) 306-5866

www.NellisFam

ilyHomes.com

Synergy Sothcby s

Offices Owned And Op

ONAL REALTY

st are censed trademrks o Sothay'sncenationa Rely Afilate Inc/An Eqal Opporunicy Company. Equal Housing Opportuncy.
e Otnee Independently Owned And Operated, Except
dobmed to ps relble athocgh not warranted or guarantecd by It Moore or Sotheby' International Reaty®

erated By NRT Incorpor

rated.All inforr

8330 W Sahara Ave, 110
Las Vegas, NV 89117
702.360.1414

rmation from sol

Moving? Find Your Home Online!

AL

//sf?/ militarybyowner.com
e |

N Succeed with Your Military Network @

Advertising Homes For Sale or Rent
Near US Military Installations

Click today...cash today™ www.militaryloans.com

We've been making
loans of up to
$10,000 to Active
Duty Military for
over 63 years.

“We love to say yes”®

Visit Stripes.com
for details.

STARS AND STRIPES

ADVANCE THROUGH THE
RANKS WITH AN ONLINE
DEGREE FROM CSU

COLUMBIA

USOUTHERN
NIVERSITY

|Online Degrees. AffrdableTution. SuperiorSeric.

www.ColumbiaSouthern.edu/!
800.361.0857

Gainful employment information available

Take the fuss out

of packing up for
your next PCS—sell

everything with
Stripes free classifieds!

You'll get one — just by reading
Stars and Stripes military

news coverage.

In print « Online at stripes.com o
Mobile for Android, iPhone & iPad
No one covers the bases

the way we do.

STARSu,#STRIPES.

Wherever you need us, however you read us: we're always for you.

Read STAR St

STRIPES. online at

www.stripes.com
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SCOREBOARD

Sports
on AFN

Go to the American Forces
Network website for the most
up-to-date TV schedules.

X

MLB
AMERICAN LEAGUE
st Division
Toronto
New York
Baltimore

oston
Tampa Bay

Central
myafn.net Kansas City
Clheve\and
Chicago
Pro soccer Chicago
West
Oakland
Los Angeles
EASTERN Seattle
w L P GA as
DC. 4 s Houston
NewEngland 7 5 i NATIONA
Sporting KC 6 5 4 Ea
Toronto FC 6 4 3
New York 4 5 > Washington
Columbus 45 8 Atlanta
ouston 59 9
philadelphia 3 7 7 Phiadelphia
Chicago 24 2 5 New York
Montreal 27 0 6
WESTERN Central D
L TP GA st Louis
ttle 3 3 cinnati
RealSaltLlake 6 2 1 nnatl
Colorado 6 5 s Pittsburg
FC Dallas 6 7 g Chicago 40
West Division
Vancouver 5 2 0
Portiand 74 9 sanFrancisco 29 -
Los Angeles 73 1 Los Angeles o N 4
sanJose 5 4 Colorado 34 38 9
Chivas 27 6 SanDiego 0 & 13
Noter Three paints for victory, one  Arizona 3%

point for tie.
jednesday, June 25
Montreal at vancoufver
Friday, June 27

Toronto FC at New York

PG Kansas City at Portiand

turday, Jus
Seattle FC at .G Unite %

Los Angeles at San Jose
Real Salt Lake at Chivas USA
lay, June
Houston at Montreal
ednesdBYv luly 2
Toronto FC at Chic:
Chivas Ush at san Jose

NWSL

W L T Pts GF GA
Seattle 9 229 25
FCKansasCity 7 4 3 24 23 9
hicago 6 5 2 20 18 14
Washington 6 6 1 19 21 24
WesternNewYork 5 6 2 17 22 16
Portland 5 4 2 17 12 15
Houston 4 8 1 13 16 23
Sky Blue FC 2 6 5 11 13 23
Boston 0 15

8 24
Wote: Three points for victory, ae
point for tie.
Wednesday's game
Weslem New York 2, C ICBQO 0
Thursday’s g
Seattle F at Boston
Saturday’s games
Portland at Washington
Chicago at FC Kansas City
Sunday’s games
Boston at Sky Blue FC
Seattle FC at Western New York
Wednesday, June
Sky Blue FC at Portl

Boston at Westem New vork
turday, June 28
Portland t £ Kanone City
Sky Blue FC at Seattle FC
Washington at Houston

College basel

World Series
At TD Ameritrade Park Omaha
Omaha, Neb.
Double Elimination
x-il necessal
urdaY. June 14
UC Irvine 3,
Vanderbllt 5 Lculsvl\le 3
y, June 15

TCU 3, Texas Toeh
Virginia 2, Mississippi 1

nday. June 16 i o
Texas 4, Louisville 1, Louisville efimi-

ate
Vanderbilt 5, UC Irvine 4
esday, June 17
Mississippt 3. Texas Toch 1, Texas Tech
eliminated
virginia 3, TCU 2,15 innings,
‘ednesday, June 1
Texas 1, UC Irvine 0, UC invine elimi-
nat

Thursday, June
Game 10 — Mississippi (47 20) vs. TCU
(48-17)

riday,
came 11 TVaRT Hhe-19) vs. Tex-

as (45-20)

Game 12 — Virginia (51-14) vs. Game
10 winner

saturday, June 2

x-Game 15 o Varrioriit v6. Texas

x-Game 14 — Virginia vs. Game 10 win-
ner

cha(mplonshlp se)nes

Monday, June 2;
Tuesday, Jus airings TBA
X-Wednesday, June 25: PAirings TBA

ednesday S games

Kansas City 2, Detroit 1
Baltimore 2, Tampa
Boston 2, Minnsota 1. 10 innings
Chicago White Sox 7, San Francisco 6
Oakland 4, Texas 2
Washington 6, Houston 5
N.Y. Yankees 7, Tor
LA. Angels at Cleveland ppd., rain
San Diego 2, Seattle
Philadelphia 10, Aianta s
Chicago Cubs 6, Miami 1
N.Y. Mets 3, St. Louis 2
Cincinnati 11, Pittsburgh 4
Arizona 4, Milw:
L.A. Do dgersS olorado 0

rsday’s games
LA. Angels at Cleveland

Toronto at N.Y. vankees
Houston at Tampa
Chicago White Sox al MMinnesota
Boston at Oakland
cincinnati at Pittsburgh
Milwaukee at Arizona
Atlanta at Washington

ets at Miami
Philadelphia at st Lculs
la

ri

Baltimore (U imenez 2.8) at N.Y. Yan-
kees (Kuroda 4-5)

Detroit (Porcello 8-4) at Cleveland
(McAllister 3-4)

Housmn (Cosart 6-5) at Tampa Bay
(Price 5-6;

Torunw (Dickey 6-5) at Cincinnati (La-
tos 0-0)

Chicago White Sox (Noesi 2-5) at Min-
nesota (Nolasco 4-5)

eattle (Iwakuma 5-3) at Kansas City

(shields 8-

Botton (Doubront 2-4) at Oakland
(J.Chavez 6
Texas () Saunders 0-2) at L.A. Angels
(Richards
Stteburgh (Morton 4-7) at Chicago
Cubs (E.Jackson 4-7)
Atlanta (Minor 2-4) at Washington
(Strasburg 6-5)
Mets (Matsuzaka 3-0) at Miami
(H.Alvarez 3-3
Philadelphia (A.Burnett 4-6) at st. Lou-
is (J.Garcia
\Iwaukee (Estrada 5-4) at Colorado
(Bergman 0
R Frhnciaco (Lincecum 5-4) at Ari
zona (Collmenter 4-4
L.A. Dodgers (Haren 7-4) at San Diego
(kennedy &8
Saturday's games
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankee:
Chicago White Sox at Minnesota

Houston at Tampa Bay
Detroit at Cleveland
Texas at L.A. Angels
Milwaukee at Colorado
Mets at Mi
Phiadelpiia at St Louis
Toronto at Cincinnati
Atlanta at Washington
Pittsburgh at Chicago Cubs
L.A. Dodgers at San Diego
San Francisco at Arizona
unday’s games
Detroit at Cleveland

nkee:
Chicago White Sox at Minnesota
Seattle at Kansas
Boston at Oakland
Texas at L.A. Angels
N.Y. Mets at Miami
Toronto at Cincinnati
Atlanta at Washington

San Francisco at Arizona

AEGON International

ednesday
M Devonshire Park

stbourne, England
Pursa. ATP $681,200 (WT250);
wra, 1716,000 (Promice)
jace: Grass-Outdoor

Richard Gasauer (b, France, def. Ber-
nard Tomic, Australia, ¢-4, 3-6.

Denis Istomin, " def. Guill-
ermo Garcia-Lopez b oo 5. 78

Martin Kiizan, Slovakia, def, ‘Donald
Yolung, United States, 7.6 (. 6.4,

Edouard Roger- Vasselm France. def.
Jarkko Nieminan, Finiand,

e Bennateau, France det illes
simon (@), France, 6- 3, 6-

am Querrey, United States, def. Vic-

g’cg Estrella Burgos, Dominican Republic,

jeremy. Chardy, France, def. Carlos
Berlocg, Argentind, 6:4,
Feliciano Lopez (3), Spaln def. Tobias
Kamke, Germany, 7-6 (10), 7

ngelique Kerber 58 Germany, def.
ARCERTRSE Franve 15 15 76
Camila Giorgj, Ila\y def. Johanna Kon-
ta, Britain, 1-6, 75,
Lauren Davis, United States, def. Dan-
fela Hantuchovd. slovakia, &
NS Wosak (8. Bopmark, def.
Sloans Stephens, United States, 6-3, 6-3.
Fkatorina Makarova, Russia, def. Af-
astasia paviyuchenkova, Russid, 6-3,6-3.
jatson, Britain, def. Flavia
Pennetta (s), ltaly, 67 (@), 64,6
n Keys, United States def. Ele-
na Vosning, Ruscia T8
Peirn Kaltova. (3}, Gtk Kepublic, def.

Varvara Lepchenko, United States, 6-1,
Doubles
Men
o
Alexander Peya, Austria, and Bruno

Soares (1), Brazil, def. Guillermo Garcia-
ain, and Philipp Oswald, Aus-
and Neal Skupsk, ritain. def.
Robert “Lindstedt,” Sweden, and’ Max
Rt (3, Botaras 64 &1 (8, 1o, "
Treat Huey, Ph\llpmnes‘ and Dominic
Inglot. Britaih, def. L r Paes, India,
and Aisam-ul-Haq Quresh ). Bakiotan,

Colin Fleming and Ross Hutchins, Brit-
ain, def. Pablo Cuevas, Uruguay, and Da-

vid Marrero, Spain, 6-3, 6-4.

Women
First Round

Chan Hao-ching and Chan
Talovan, deF Raduel Kops-Iones an
gail Spears, United States, 6-1, 7-

ng-jan,
Abi-

Iy, def. Jelena Jankovic, Serbia, and Fran-
cesca Schiavone, Italy, 7-6 (6), 0-6, 10-6.

Kveta Peschke, Czech Republic, and
Katarina Srebot ik (2), Slovenia, def.
shuko Aoyama, _Japan, and Monica
Niculescu, Romania,

rtina Hingis, Switzeriand, and Fla-
via Pennetta, Italy, def, Liezel Huber and
Lisa Raymond, United States, 6-1, 6-3.

Topshelf Open

Wednesda
At Autotron Rosmalen
Den Bosch, Netherlands
Purse~ ATP $658,000 (WT250);
szso,mw (intl.)
s-.rfa:e:s(_;rass-oumom
in:

len
Second Round
Thiemo de Bakker, Netherlands, def.
Dmitry Tursunov (5), Russia, walko
Jurgen Melzer (&), Austiia, def. Lukas
Lacko, Slovakia, 5-7, 6-3,
0a0 Sousa, Portugal, def. Mate Pavic,
croatia, 6-2, 6-
ernandg Verdasco (2), Spain, def.
Jesse Huta Galung, Netherfands, 7.5, 6-3.
it (3), Spain, def.
Matthew Ebden, Australia, 7-5, 7.6 (1)
enjamin Becke Germany, def. Dudi

Nicolas Mahul (7). France, def. Steve
Johnson, United States, 6-2, 7-6 (4).
Vasek Pospisil (G)‘ Canada. d
Lennard Struff, Germany, 6-4, 6-2.
me

en
on
Zheng lie, Chlna, def Car\a Suarez Na-

ech Republic,
def. Mona Barthel, Germany, 6.2, 7-6 (6).

Yaroslava Shvedova,

MlcPa)eHa Krajicek, Nelherlands, 7-6 (5)‘

CoCo Vandeweghe, United States, def.
Vania King, United States, 6-7 (6), 6-0, 2-
1, ren ed

a_ Svitolina, Ukraine, def Kirsten
thkens (6), Belgium, 7-6 (4), 6-
nnika Beck, Germany, de
Halep (1), Romanla g7 3-2, retlred

ona

Quarter rfl
Santiago Gonsales, Mexico, and Scott
Llpsky (4 umteg States, def. Tomasz
Bed| oland,

nd Lukas. Dlouny.
CSoeR Rapubitc

Jean-Julien Ro;er, Nemerlands, and
Horia Tecau (1), Romania, def. Marin
Praganja, Croaffa, and Florin: Mergea,
Romania, 6-3, 6-

Wiarcal Granalicrs, Spain, and Jurgen
Melzer (3), Austria, def. Bege-
mann, Germany, and Lukas Rosol, Czech
Republic, 6-3, 6-4,

omen
rfinals
Andrea Hlavackova, Czech Rept

and Fheng Hia: e det Elbm Bani:
dou, Greece, and Eva Hrdinova, Czech
Republlc 6-2, 6-3.

abel Médina Garrigues, Spain, and
Varpslava Shvedova (2), Kazakhstan, def.
Dai ak, Croatia, and Megan Moult-
on-| Levy, Unlted States 6-3,6-4.

Wimbledon seedings

June 23-July 6
At The All Engiand Lawn Tennis
& Croquet Club

ondon
Rankings in parentheses
n
- Novak Diokovic, Serbia (2)
. Rafael Nadal, S|
 Andy Murray, Britain ey
. Roger Federer, Switzerland (4)
- Stan Wawrinka, Switzerland (3)
. Tomas Berdych, Czech Republic (6)
- Davia Ferrer. Spam(
. Milos Raonic, Canada (9)
John lsher, United States (1)
. Kei Nishikori, Japan
_ Grigor Dimitrov, Bu\garla (13)
. Ernests Gulbis, Latvia (10)
. Richard Gasquet, France (14)
. Jo-Wilfried Tsonga, France (17)
. Jerzy Janowicz Poland (24)
. Fabio Fognini, ital
. Mikhail Youzhny, Niasn 16)
ernando Verdasco, Spain (23)
Feliciano Lopez, Spai
Kevin Ander3on, South Afnca as)
. Alexandr Dolgopoloy, Ukraine, (19)
Philpp. Kohischrelber, Germany

@7,
. Tommy Robredo, Spain (22)

. Gael Monfils, France (21)

- Nicolas Alm: agro, Spain (26)

. Andreas Seppi, Italy (34)

M Cilie, Croatin 58 .

. Roberto Bautista Agut, Spain (28)

. Guillermo Garcia-Lopez, Spain (31)
- Vo Karlovic, Croatja (33)

. Marcel Ganollers, Spain, (30)

. Dmitry Tursuncv‘ Russia (32)

RECNREEEIGGERRES!
B

. Serena wuhams, Uhited states (1)
. Li Na, China (2)
Simona Hatep. Rom

. Victoria Axarenka, Ee\arus (E)

. Angelique Kerber, Ger

o Dotk Cibuikova, Slovakla(lo)

1. Ana Ivanovic, Serbia

2. Flavia Pennetla, Italy (12)

3. Eugenie Bouchard, Canada (13)

4. Sara Errani, Italy (14)

5. Carla Suarez Navarro, Spain (15)

6. Caroline Wozniaki, Denmark (16)

7. Sam Stosur, Australia (17)

a8 8. Sloane Stephens, United States

18
2. sabine Lisicki, Germany (19)

0. Andrea Petkovic Germany (20)

. Roberta Vinci, Italy (21)

. Ekaterina Makarova Russia (22)

3. Lucie Safarova, Czech Republic

INfSE:

@3
4. Kirsten Flipkens, Belgium (24)

5 Alfze Cornet, Fance (25)

(o5 Anastasia Pavlyuchenkcva, Russia

7. Garbine Muguruza, Spain (27)

8. Svetlana Kuznetsova, Russia (28)

9. Sorana Cirstea, Romania

0. Venus Williams, United States (30)

1. Klara Koukalova, Czech Republic

@
32. Elena Vesnina, Russia (32)

AP sportlig

June 20
1936 — Jesse Owens sets a 100-meter
record of 10 seconds at a meet in Chi-
cag
— Joe Louis stops Arturo Godoy
in the eighith round at Vankes SHachum oo
retain the world heavyweight title
0 — Floyd Patterson knocks
Ingermar Johanscon in e ih round i
New York to become the first boxer to re-
gain the world heavyweight titie
966 — Billy Casper beats Arnold
Palmer by four strokes in a playoff to win
the U.S. Of
1578 " Jerry Pate, 22, wins the US.
Open by two strokes over Al Geiberger
and Tom weiskopt.

- Roberto buran wins a 15-round
deciuton over Susar Ray Leanard i Mo
freal 10 win the. world welterweight
crown.

1982 — Tom Watson wins the U.S. Open
by two strokes over Jack Nicklaus.

1984 — Jockey Pat Day equals a thor-
oughbred racing record for an eight-
race card when he wins seven races at
Churchill Downs. Day's only loss is in the
fourth race,

987 — Scott Simpson, with a final-
round 2.andor 68, beats Tom Watson by
one stroke to win the U.S. Open.

1987 — The Dallas Sidekicks win the
MISL title with a 4-3 overtime victory
in the seventh game over the Tacoma
Stars.

93 — Lee Janzen holes a 30-foot chip
for birdie on No. 16 and adds birdies on
the par-5 closing holes for a two-stroke
victory over Payne Stewart in the

Open. Janzen ties Jack Nicklaus’ record
272 tofal and Lee Trevino's four straight
rounds in the 6

W s tr
BASEBALL
erican League
CLEVELAND. INDIANS — Designated
LHP Josh Outman for assignment. Rein-
stated RHP Zach MCAlfister from the 15-

*bETROIT TiGERS — Designated RHP
Evan Reed for assignment. Selected the
contract of RHP Chad Smith from Toledo

KANSAS CITY ROYALS — Optioned LHP
Donnie Joseph to Omaha (PCL). Recalled
RHP Louis Coleman from Omaha.

Danny Valencia to Omaha for a Yehab o
signi

05 ANGELES ANGELS — Agreed to
terms with LHP Wade LeBlanc on a minor
league contract.

MINNESOTA TWINS — Sent OF Aaron
Hicks to New Britain (EL) for a rehab as-
signment.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS — Signed LHP
Nick Wells and LHP Grayson Huffman.

National League

LOS ANGELES DODGERS — Agreed to
terms with RHP Grant Holmes on'a minor
league contract.

MIAMI MARLINS — Optioned RHP Sam
Dyson to New Orleans (PCL). Remstated
Nathan Eovaldi from paternity lea
Roretd to ferme with RHE Brad Penny on

aminor league contract.

NEW YORK METS — Optioned OF Matt
den Dekker to Las Vegas (PCL). Recalled
OF Kir Nieuwennhuts from Las vegas,

UIS_CARDINALS — Agreed to
terms with OF Chase Raffield ona minor
league cont

\WASHINGTON NATIONALS — Optioned
LHP Xavier Cedeno to Syracuse (IL). Rein-
stated LiP Gio Gonzalez from the 15-day

Jeff Kobernus to Harrisburg
G Tora rehab assignm

National naske«ball Association
CHARLOTTE BOBCATS — Announced F
Josh MeRenorts has opted out of his con-
tract and becon;e a free agent

National Football League
CAROLINA PAN — Signed DE
Mario Addison and S colm James to two-
year contracts and OT Nate Chandler to
hree year contract extension.
CINCINNATI BENGALS — Released HB
Jeff Scott.

DALLAS COWBOYS — Signed DE De-
Marcus Lawrence. wawed TE Evan Wil-
son irom injured reserve

USTON TEXANS ~ Released QB T..

t
INBIANAPOLIS COLTS — Signed TE
Dallas Clark to a one-day contract and
announced his retirement. Released LB
Justin Hickm
JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS — Signed QB
Blake Bortles to a four-year contract.
romoted as-
sistan coseh Jon Stevens to associate
head coach. Re-signed assistant coach
Davis Payne and goaltending coach Bill
Ranford.
6oNEW YORK JETS — Released RB Mike
00dsor
'OAKLAND RAIDERS — Claimed OT £m-
mett Cleary o s from Tampa Bay.
Released WR David Gilreath.
PITTSBURGH STEELERS — Signed DE
Stephon Tuitt to a four-year contract and
RB Jordan Hall.

HOCKEY
MONTREAL CANADIENS — Signed D
David Makowski on a one-year AHL con-
tract.

SOCCE!
National Women's Soccer League
SKY BLUE FC — Acquired F Nadia Nad-
im on loan from Fortuna Hjorring (Den-

mark).

BOSTON BREAKERS — Traded F Lisa De
Vanna to Washington for D Bianca Sierra
and 2015 third- and fourth-round draft

ALBANY (NV) Ot amed sareea Free-
man women's assistant volleyball

coach.
LINCOLN MEMORIAL — Announced the

resignation of women's basketball coach
Roger Hodge

Pro basketball

WNBA
EASTERN
Pct GB
Atlanta a2 —
Chi 545 2
Comnecticut 538 2
Indiana 500 2%
Washin%(mn 417 3%
New Yorl 250 5%
WESTERN
Pct GB
Phoenix a2 -
Minnesota 692 —
San Antonio 455 3
Tulsa 448 3
Seattle 385 2
Los Angeles 300 4%

Tuesday’s games
Connecticut 89, indiana 67
Minnesota o4, Los Angeles 77
esday’s games

Atlanta 83, Washington 13
Chicago 105, New York 100, OT
Phoenix 92, Minnesota 79

hursday’s games
San Antone ot Soait
Tulsa at Los Angeles

2y's games

New York at Attan
Washington at anesota
Indiana at i
Tulsa at Phoenix



Friday, June 20, 2014

*STARS AND STRIPES®

SIFRE A ] Pace 55

MLB

Dodgers’ Kershaw throws no-hitter

Pitcher almost hurls perfect game,
duplicates teammate’s earlier feat

By Jok RESNICK
The Associated Press

LOS ANGELES — A pair of Cy Young
Awards, three straight major league
ERA titles, a 20-win season — and now a
no-hitter.

There isn’t much more for Dodgers ace
Clayton Kershaw to accomplish besides
winning a World Series ring.

Kershaw dominated the Colorado Rock-
ies on Wednesday night, striking out a
career-high 15 and allowing his only bas-
erunner on a throwing error by short-
stop Hanley Ramirez in Los Angeles’ 8-0
victory.

Kershaw’s gem gave the Dodgers
both no-hitters in the majors this sea-
son. Josh Beckett tossed one May 25 in
Philadelphia.

“I am so amazed,” Kershaw said. “Beck-
ett told me he was going to teach me how to
do that, so I have Josh to thank.”

Cheered on by his wife in the stands,
Kershaw (7-2) retired his first 18 batters
before Corey Dickerson led off the seventh
with a slow bouncer to Ramirez. His throw
on the run went wide past first baseman
Adrian Gonzalez for a two-base error —
ending any chance for a perfect game.

But that was it for the Rockies against
the 26-year-old Kershaw, who shrugged
off the miscue and came oh-so-close to
pitching the 22nd perfecto in the majors
since 1900.

“He had command of everything. I told
him between innings: ‘It’s not fair when you
have a devastating slider and a devastat-
ing curveball in the same night,” Dodgers
catcher A.J. Ellis said. “And when he does
that, nights like this are really possible.”

One batter after Dickerson reached base,
rookie third baseman Miguel Rojas back-
handed Troy Tulowitzki’s grounder behind
the bag and let fly with a strong throw to
first that Gonzalez — a three-time Gold
Glove winner — scooped out of the dirt to
keep the no-hitter intact.

And with the crowd of 46,069 on its feet
and roaring, Kershaw made quick work of
the Rockies in the ninth.

DJ LeMahieu grounded out to first base
on the first pitch and Charlie Culberson
hit a lazy fly to right field on the next one.
Dickerson then saw four straight strikes
and went down swinging.

The only pitcher to have more strikeouts
in a no-hitter was Hall of Famer Nolan
Ryan, according to STATS.

“T've seen some great pitching perfor-
mances, but it’s tough to be any better than
Kershaw,” Colorado manager Walt Weiss
said.

After his 107th and final pitch, a beam-

Multiple no-hitters

A list of teams with two or more no-hitters in a
season, with name of team, date, pitcher, opponent
and scores (y-denotes perfect game):

AMERIcAN I.EAGUE
n Re

May 5, 1904, Cy Young ve: Phlladelﬁhla 3-0
Aug. 17 1904, Jesse Tannehill vs. Chicago, 6-0
June 21, 1916, George Foster us. New York, 20
Aug. 30, 1916, Dutch Leonard vs. St. Lou
Juné 26, 1962, Earl Wilson vs. Los Angeles Ange\s
Aug. 1, 1962, Bill Monboguette vs. Chicago, 1-0
eveland India
Sept, 18, 1908, Robert Rnoades vs. Boston, 2-1
Oct. 2, 1908, Addie Joss vs. Chicago,
New York vankees
July 12, 1951, Allie Reynolds at Cleveland, 1-0
Sept. 28, 1951, Allie Reynolds vs. Boston, 8-0

Detroit Tigers
May 15 1952, Virgil Trucks vs. Washington, 6-0
Aug. 25, 1952, Virgil Trucks at New York, 1-0
alifornia Angels
May 15, 1973, Nolan Ryan at Kansas cnty 3-0
July 15,1973, Nolan Ryan at De(r it, 6-

June 8, 2012, Kevin Millwood innings), Char-
lie Furbush (7), Stephen Pryor (7), Lucas Luetge (3)
Brandon Lea ue (8), Tom Wilhelmsen (9) v:
Dodgers, 1-

Aug. 15, 2012 Felix Hernandez vs. Tampa Bay, 1-0

NATIOKAI. LEAGUE
ttsburgh Pirates
Aug. 23,1907, Harry Camnitz, at New York, 1-0
Sept. 20, 1907, Nicholas Maddox vs. Brouklyn 2-1
Cincinnati Reds
June 11, 1938, Johnny Vander Meer, vs. Boston,

June 15, 1938, Johnny Vander Meer, at Brooklyn,
60

Braokiyn Dodgers/LA. Dodgers

May 12, 1956, Carl E 3-0
seat. 25556, <al Magiie: ve, Phladerp fiato
May 25, 2014, Josh Beckett, at Philade phia, 6-0

June 18, 2014, Clayton Kershaw, vs. Colorado, 8:0
ee Bra

Aug. 18, 1960, Lew Burdette vs. Philadelphia, 1-0

Sept. 16, 1960, Warren SDahn vs. Philadelphia, 4-0

April 16, 1972, Burt Hootom, ve, Philadelphia, 4-0
Sept. 2, 1972, Milt Pappas, vs. San Diego, 8
Philadelphia Phillies
May 29,2010, Roy Halladay, at Florida, 1
2010, Roy Hailaday, vs. Cinéinnati, 4-0,
NLDS

SOURCE: The Associated Press

ing Kershaw raised his arms above his
head and waited for a huge hug from Ellis.

“I started tearing up out there in the
ninth inning, just sitting out there catching
and watching him throw after he got those
first two outs,” Ellis said. “It was pretty
special.”

“It’s something you never forget,” he
added. “It’s a game I'll watch on replays
with my kids forever.”

Moments later, as he was about to be
interviewed on the field, Kershaw was
doused by teammates with two large buck-
ets. The left-hander with the big-breaking
curve also got a big hug from his wife.

Kershaw, who signed a $215 million,
seven-year contract in the offseason — a
record for a pitcher — gave Los Angeles
sports fans their second memorable thrill
in just a few days.

The Kings won the Stanley Cup at home
last Friday night, their second NHL cham-
pionship in three years, and brought the

Kvusunc Gong, THE ORaNGE COUNTY REGISTER/AP

Los Angeles Dodgers pitcher Clayton Kershaw celebrates his no-hitter against
Colorado following Wednesday’s game at Dodger Stadium in Los Angeles.

famous trophy to Dodger Stadium on Tues-
day for a pregame ceremony.

The next night, Kershaw took over.

The only other time the Dodgers pitched
two no-hitters in one season was 1956,
when the team was still in Brooklyn. Carl
Erskine and Sal Maglie turned the trick
that year.

Hall of Famer Sandy Koufax, who tossed
four no-hitters, pitched the franchise’s lone
perfect game on Sept. 9, 1965, against the
Chicago Cubs.

YOUR low price JOURNEY STARTS HERE
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“I guess I haven’t really thought of the
ramifications of throwing one of these
things, but it’s definitely specnal company,”
Kershaw said. “It’s pretty cool.

It was the 22nd no-hitter in Dodgers his-
tory — more than any other team — and
the first at home since Ramon Martinez’s
2-0 gem against the Marlins on July 14,
1995.

“His stuff was phenomenal tonight. I

think all the guys said that. We tip our hats
to him,” Dickerson said.

discounttiredirect.com

888-459-4058

602-735-1800
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NASCAR’s ‘Big 3’ keep rolling

Hendrick’s on cruise control with Johnson, Gordon and Earnhardt

By NoaH TRISTER
The Associated Press

BROOKLYN, Mich.
he NASCAR season is
less than half over and
already it is fair to ask if
anyone can catch Hen-

drick Motorsports.

After five straight Sprint Cup
victories — including three by
defending champion Jimmie
Johnson — Hendrick now holds
the top three spots in the points
standings, and even rival driver
Brad Keselowski concedes that
‘when it comes to engines, at least,
nothing is likely to change.

“We all have got a little bit of
work to do because it’s pretty ob-
vious that the Hendrick engines
are way ahead of everyone else,”
said Keselowski, who drives for
Roger Penske. “Usually that’s not
something you catch up with in
one season. As far ahead as they
are right now, they’re probably a
full season ahead of everyone.”

Johnson’s victory at Michigan
on Sunday was the fifth in a row
for Hendrick in a points-paying
Cup race, and that doesn’t tell the
whole story of how dominant the
team was. Kasey Kahne, points
leader Jeff Gordon and Dale
Earnhardt Jr. also finished in the

top seven for Hendrick.

Even other Chevrolet drivers
also benefited from using Hen-
drick motors. Kevin Harvick
(Stewart-Haas) and Kyle Larson
(Chip Ganassi) finished second
and eighth.

“I'think we were alittle off early
in the year, and we’ve been kind
of clicking here lately,” owner
Rick Hendrick said. “Everybody
is really putting out a lot of effort
right now, and it’s paying off.”

This is the third time Hen-
drick has won five straight races.
The team accomplished the feat
twice in 2007, including a six-race
streak. Johnson, of course, has
been the series’ dominant driver
in recent years, with six Cup
titles to his credit. He won the
championship last year and has
surged back into second place in
the standings with three wins in
the last four races.

Gordon, meanwhile, is atop the
standings at age 42, and Earn-
hardt has two victories this sea-
son, his four-year winless stretch
from 2008-12 now a distant

memory.

“I just know our cars are fast,”
Johnson said. “The cars are all
pretty equal aero-wise with what
the rules are from NASCAR, but
I'm not good enough to

L T

pick it out and tell you that we’ve
got people beat in just one area.
It’s a team effort. Our engine
shop is very strong. We've always
known that.”

Keselowski won the Cup cham-
pionship for Penske in 2012, so
he’s among the drivers best po-
sitioned to challenge Hendrick’s
impressive group. After two
straight second-place finishes, he
was third at Michigan.

Although he expects Hendrick
will continue to have the best en-
gines, that doesn’t mean all hope
is lost for everyone else.

“I think the way this year’s
package has kind of come to-
gether, where we are right now
is where we’re going to be for the
remainder of the year. You might
see some small gains from some
teams but I don’t see anything
significant coming,” Keselowski
said. “I think right now the Pen-
ske cars are probably the best
when it comes to balanced track
to track. The Hendrick cars are
probably the best where it takes
power to run.”

Michigan may have been a sign
of things to come — Johnson,
Gordon and Earnhardt in conten-
tion, with Keselowski and the rest
of the drivers doing their best to
keep up.

“Rick gives us all the tools to
go out there and do our jobs
and to have everything so fast
and so good, you want it to last
forever,” Johnson said. “We
know that it won’t, but it’s just
a good time to sit back and
reflect and enjoy it.”

From left, Hendrick
Motorsports drivers Jeff
Gordon, Jimmie Johnson and

Dale Eamhardt Jr. are 1-2-3 in
the Sprint Cup points

Ny -.\ standings.

‘.%5

Around the track

SPRINT CUP

This week: Toyota-Save Mart 350 at
Sonoma, Calif.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 9 p.m. Sunday, CET;
4 a.m. Monday, JKT.

Track: Sonoma Raceway
course, 1.99 miles).

Race distance: 218.9 miles, 110
laps.

Last year: Martin Truex Jr. snapped
a 218-race winless streak to give Mi-
chael Waltrip Racing its second straight
victory at the track. Clint Bowyer won
in 2012.

Last week: Six-time series champion
Jimmie Johnson won at Michigan Inter-
national Speedway for his third victory
in the last four races.

Next race: Quaker State 400, June
28, Kentucky Speedway, Sparta, Ky.

Online: nascar.com

(road

NATIONWIDE SERIES

This week: Gardner Denver 200 at
Elkhart Lake, Wis.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 8:45 p.m. Saturday,
CET; 3:45 a.m. Sunday, JKT.

Track: Road America (road course,
4.048 miles).

Race distance: 202.4 miles, 50
laps.

Last year: AJ Allmendinger won for
owner Roger Penske, holding off Jus-
tin Allgaier on the second attempt at a
green-white-checkered finish.

Last week: Sprint Cup driver Paul
Menard won at Michigan. Sam Hornish
Jr. was second.

Next race: John R. Elliott Hero Cam-
paign 300, June 27, Kentucky Speed-
way, Sparta, Ky.

Online: www.nascar.com

CAMPING WORLD TRUCK

Next race: UNOH 225, June 26,
Kentucky Speedway, Sparta, Ky.
Last week: Darrell Wallace
Jr. raced to his second career
victory, holding off German
Quiroga at Gateway in Mad-

ison, Il
- Online: www.nascar.
‘(/ com
NHRA MELLO
G’g YELLO DRAG
[ 4 RACING

This week: New England

Nationals at Epping, N.H.

TV: AFN-Xtra, 1 a.m. Mon-
day (delayed), CET; 8 am.
Monday, JKT.
Track: New England Dragway
and Motorsports Park.

Last year: Courtney Force beat fa-
ther John Force in the Funny Car final.
Spencer Massey won in Top Fuel, Allen
Johnson in Pro Stock, and John Hall in
Pro Stock Motorcycle.

Last week: Shawn Langdon raced to

DRIVER STANDINGS

Jeff Gordon.....
Jimmie Johnson

Joey Logano..
Kyle Larson...
Kevin Harvick
. Kyle Busch ...
. Ryan Newman .,
. Denny Hamlin
. Paul Menard .
. Clint Bowyer .
. Greg Biffle .

. Tony Stewart.
17. Austin Dillon

.
NESom~NoopwN-

19. Kasey Kahne.
20. Jamie McMurray

Driver to watch

Martin Truex is the defending champion at Sonoma,
but he'll bring a new team, different car and new sense of
desperation as he tries to force his way into the Chase.
Truex was booted from the Chase last season in the
aftermath of the Richmond scandal. In his first season
driving the No. 78 Chevrolet for Furniture Row Racing, Truex
hasn’t come close to sniffing a checkered flag, buried
at 25th in the points standings with only
three top-10 finishes and no top-fives. He

posted consecutive top-10's at Dover

and Pocono before an early race

accident last week at Michigan
knocked him out of the race.

his first victory of the year in Top Fuel,
beating points leader Doug Kalitta at
Bristol, Tenn. Tommy Johnson Jr. won
in Funny Car final and Erica Enders-
Stevens topped the Pro Stock field.

Next event: Route 66 NHRA Na-
tionals, June 26-29, Route 66 Race-
way, Joliet, IIl.

Online: www.nhra.com

FORMULA ONE

This week: Austrian Grand Prix at
Spielberg, Austria.

Track: Red Bull Ring (road course,
2.69 miles).

Race distance: 190.1 miles, 71 laps.

Last race: Red Bull's Daniel Ric-
ciardo won the Canadian Grand Prix on
June 8 for his first F1 victory, ending
Mercedes’ winning streak at six.

Next race: British Grand Prix, July 6,
Silverstone Circuit, Silverstone, England.

Online: www.formulal.com

VERIZON INDYCAR

Next races: Grand Prix of Houston,
June 28 and 29.

Last race: Ed Carpenter won at Texas
Motor Speedway on June 7, holding off
Will Power in a two-lap shootout.

Online: www.indycar.com

OTHER SERIES

ARCA RACING
Akona 250, Saturday, Elko Speedway,
Elko, Minn. Online: arcaracing.com
WORLD OF OUTLAWS
Sprint Car: Friday, River Cities
Speedway, Grand Forks, North Dakota;
Saturday, 1-94 Speedway, Fergus Falls,
Minn. Online: worldofoutlaws.com
U.S. AUTO RACING CLUB
Sprint Car: Friday, Amsoil Speed-
way, Superior, Wis.; Saturday, Deer
Creek Speedway, Spring Valley, Minn.;
Sunday, Angell Park Speedway, Sun
Prairie, Wis. Online: usacracing.com.
— Series capsules
by The Associated Press



Friday, June 20, 2014 *STARS AND STRIPES®

SEIRREREEA] Pace 57

US WOMEN'S OPEN

By Douc FERGUSON
The Associated Press

PINEHURST, N.C.
ith pigtails and plenty of
giggles, Lucy Li just wants to
have fun like any 11-year-old

girl.
Except that she’s playing the biggest
event in women'’s golf.
Li, a sixth-grader from the Bay Area
who doesn’t appear to be the least bit
overwhelmed by the attention around
her, became the youngest qualifier in U.S.
Women’s Open history when she shot 68
at Half Moon Bay last month to win her
sectional by seven shots.
She celebrated by having dinner at her
favorite restaurant and watching “The
Amazing Spiderman 2.”
Now it’s time for the amazing Lucy Li
show.
“She looks so darn cute,” said Mi-
chelle Wie, who didn’t make it to
her first Women’s Open until
she was 13. “I was like, ‘I
7 don't think I looked that
- cute when I was 11 But
- she just looks so excited, so
b wide-eyed. .. And I'm
just really so excited
for her to be out. It’s a
memory that will last
her alifetime. What
other  1l-year-
old can say that
they played in
the U.S. Open at
Pinehurst? And she
got to see the men play,

00
Life is moving at warp speed for little
Lucy Li.

She only became serious about golf
four years ago when she set up shop in

Jonn Bazemore/AP

Eleven-year-old Lucy Li watches her shot from the second fairway Wednesday during a
practice round for the U.S. Women’s Open at Pinehurst, N.C.

No pressure

11-year-old qualifier Lucy Li
just trying to have some fun

Did you know

Beverly Klass is the
youngest player in U.S.
Women’s Open history.
She was 10 when she
played in 1967, before
there was qualifying.

SOURCE: The Associated Press

Miami to work with Jim McLean. Just
two months ago, the precocious 11-year-
old with a mouth full of braces won her
age division in the inaugural Drive, Chip
and Putt Championship at Augusta Na-
tional. And now she’s at Pinehurst No. 2,
ready to take on the course where Martin
Kaymer won the U.S. Open on Sunday.

“It’s awesome, right?” she said. “I
mean, Pinehurst and Augusta National in
like two months. I mean, that’s just amaz-
ing. It’s mind-blowing for me. It’s been
awesome, because it’s been ... I mean, the
food is great and it’s been a lot of fun. I've
made a lot of friends.”

There’s something about the U.S. Wom-
en’s Open in the North Carolina sandhills
that attracts all the kids.

Morgan Pressel qualified when she
was 12 and had just turned 13 when the
Women’s Open was down the street at
Pine Needles in 2001. Lexi Thompson
qualified and played at 12 when it re-
turned to Pine Needles in 2007.

“The perfect week? I just want to go
out there and have fun and play the best
I can, and I really don’t care about the
outcome,” Li said. “I want to have fun
and learn. I want to learn a lot from these
great players.”

THE WAIT IS FINALLY OVER!

BE THE FIRST T ORDER THE ALL-NEW
2015 VOLKSWAGEN GOLF AND GTI

BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE FAR EAST

The madern and hot hatches are back to tum up the heat with safety, innovatian,
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Epuarpo Verbuco/AP

The Trejo family from Los Angeles poses outside of the Arena Castelao before Tuesday’s match between
Brazil and Mexico in Fortaleza, Brazil. A great number of fans that have come to Brazil to cheer for
Mexico do not come from Mexico but rather from cities in the U.S.

Mexican-Americans boost
el Tri’s fan base in Brazil

BY Apriana GomEz Licon
The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — The number of
fans cheering Mexico at the World
Cup has taken observers in Bra-
zil by surprise. But talk to those
waving the green-white-and-red,
and it becomes clear that when
the tournament ends, many will
return home not to Mexico, but to
the United States.

It’s unknown how many of the
200,000 World Cup tickets sold
to people in the U.S. were bought
by fans of Mexico. The number,
however, certainly has boosted
the 34,000 who purchased tickets
from Mexico itself, according to
sales figures released by interna-
tional soccer’s governing body.

For Mexico’s first match at
Dunas stadium in Natal, the Mex-
ican Soccer Federation expected
about 15,000 fans would be there
to cheer for “el Tri,” as Mexico’s
team is known. But by the time
the team claimed its 1-0 victory
over Cameroon, surprised local
media speculated there were at
least twice that number.

On Tuesday, when Mexico tied
Brazil 0-0, the number of fans
wearing green or red in Castelao
Stadium was large and passion-
ately loud against the World Cup
host.

“That’s the talk here,” said
Juan Chacon, a Mexico supporter
who lives in Texas. “We’re asking
each other, ‘Where did so many
come from?””

The United States has seen
steady growth in its Hispanic
population, which now makes up
17 percent of the total population,
or 53 million people. About two-
thirds of those trace their roots

to  Mexico.
At the same
4 For us time, strong
earning
toroot for ower in
Mexico is ﬂ:je SUnit-
like eating &0 S8
tortillas. easier  for
You've got Mexicans
. and Mexi-
todoit.? 0 amer.
Marcos Mijares cans living
Mexico fan there to af-
ford the trip
to  Brazil

Per-capital annual income in
the U.S. is $47,000, compared to
$9,000 in Mexico.

Many of the soccer fans trav-
eling from the U.S. are part of
the last great wave of Mexican
migration to the United States,
which spanned the 1990s to the
mid-2000s. Others are second-
generation Mexicans who grew
up rooting for the Mexican team
at a time when Team USA was
still unknown.

Chacon, for one, was born in Ci-
udad Juarez, Mexico, but grew up
and studied in El Paso, Texas. He
and two American friends trav-
eled to see Mexico in both Natal
and Fortaleza, where the team
faced Brazil.

While he speaks Spanish with
his friends and with Mexicans he
has met during his trip through
Brazil, it’s not always smooth. “All
of a sudden, out comes the Span-
glish,” he said, such as when he’s
asked what he does for a living.

“How do you say ‘customer
service?”” he wondered, before
exclaiming with relief, “Soporte
al cliente!”

Francisco Trejo and his two sons
traveled to Fortaleza from Los An-
geles. “As with us, there are many
more friends and acquaintances
here who have [U.S.] nationality,
but the truth is we came to sup-
port Mexico completely.”

Daniel Hawkins, a professor
at the University of Nebraska at
Omaha who has studied the soci-
ology of sports, said the support
for Team Mexico is only natural.

Mexican-Americans, he said,
“love the U.S. They would cheer
for them, but they have this loy-
alty to Mexico. It's a cultural
thing of identifying with your
home culture in addition to being
American.”

That sentiment was on display
by the Dallas chapter of a fan
club called Pancho Villa’s Army,
which formed last year to support
the Mexican team. At a beach
in Fortaleza in northeast Brazil,
members of the group posed with
a banner showing the Mexican
seal against an outline of the Dal-
las skyline.

“Historically, Mexican-Ameri-
cans have always been huge Mex-
ico soccer fans. It gets passed on
by our culture,” said club founder
Sergio Tristan. “The USA soccer
team is relatively new. So, there
are a lot of people in my genera-
tion that, now that we have money
in our pockets, we are going to
travel with our team.”

Marcos Mijares, a 42-year-old
Atlanta resident, said he roots for
Mexico even though he’s lived in
the United States for more than
10 years.

“For us, to root for Mexico is
like eating tortillas,” he said.
“You've got to do it.”

Argentina focuses
on stubborn Iran

By FRANK GRIFFITHS
The Associated Press

BELO HORIZONTE, Brazil
— After stuttering in the early
stages of in its opening match, Ar-
gentina’s attack will need to use
all its talent to find a way to break
through Iran’s stubborn defense
in its second Group F game.

Lionel Messi’s remarks earlier
this week about the team’s tactics
in the first match sparked specu-
lation that Argentina’s captain
wasn’t seeing eye-t with

Argentina vs. Iran
AFN-Sports
5:30 p.m. Saturday CET
12:30 a.m. Sunday JKT

coach Alejandro Sabella.

Whatever formation Argentina
uses against Iran on Saturday,
the South Americans will need
to be patient against a lineup that
held Nigeria to a 0-0 draw in its
first match.

“All of the matches have their
difficulties and it’s our job to over-
come them,” backup goalkeeper
Agustin Orion said.

Messi said Argentina made too
many mistakes against Bosnia-
Herzegovina despite winning
2-1, starting the match with two
attackers instead of three and
playing a 5-3-2 formation in the
first half. Messi prefers a 4-3-3
and Argentine media reports said
he and other players insisted at
halftime that Sabella needed to
change tactics. The coach made
the change and speculation
emerged there was a growing rift
between Messi and Sabella.

But other players sought to
downplay any serious disagree-
ment between the pair.

“Messi gave his opinion, which
he is entitled to, and you shouldn’t
go looking for things that aren’t
there,” said Mariano Andujar, an-
other backup ’keeper.

A win for Argentina against
Iran will give the South Ameri-
cans a firm grip on Group H,
but Iran’s defense is a potential

Iran coach Carlos Queiroz
wasn’t happy with his team being
labeled as defensive, saying the
result against Nigeria was a fair
reflection of the game. He also
said his players deserved “sym-
pathy and respect” for perform-
ing on the biggest stage despite
the impact of economic sanctions
on the country — which made it
difficult to arrange friendlies.

Queiroz said his Iranian squad
was primed to face Argentina
at Mineirao Stadium in Belo
Horizonte.

“Our match with Argentina
will be the most important and
biggest match in Iran’s football
history,” he said. “I still believe
the majority assume there are
only three teams in Group F, with
the experts believing that Argen-
tina is the top team in this group,
while either Nigeria, or Bosnia
ranking second. Of course they
are right about Argentina.”

Queiroz didn’t reveal whether
his team would resort to the same
tactics to contain players like
Messi, Sergio Aguero and Gon-
zalo Higuain.

“We consider it as the great-
est challenge before us,” he said.
“We will try to display a challeng-
ing spirit.”

SERGEI GRITS/AP

Argentina’s Lionel Messi, left, scores his team’s second goal against
Bosnia on Sunday. Messi said the team made too many mistakes in
the opener, which it will try to remedy on Saturday against Iran.
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Scorers are getting more creative with their goal celebrations

By JANIE McCAULEY
The Associated Press

SAO PAULO
lying Dutchman Arjen Robben
took off straight for the goal, ran
around the back side of the net,
then came sliding into the sideline

on his knees. He spread his arms wide,
blew kisses, made a fist, pointed and stuck
out his tongue.

Costa Rica’s Joel Campbell, a father-to-
be, stuffed the ball under his shirt, cradled
it and stuck his thumb in his mouth before
pointing to the sky following a goal against
Uruguay.

There have been some memorable
goals so far in this World Cup, along
with some equally notable and animated
celebrations.

Some of the theatrics are planned care-
fully. Others burst forth at the spur of the
moment.

But are soccer players ready for “Danc-
ing with the Stars?”

“I would say overall everyone needs to
put a little more commitment into what-
ever they’re doing,” offered professional
dancer Cheryl Burke, who just completed
her 17th season on the show and has been
catching as many games as possible.

“They could make it a little bit better
by adding maybe a couple more moves or
maybe even add some comedy to it, wheth-
er it’s dipping a guy or twirling to the next
set of guys.”

For Campbell, the goal was a tribute.

“I'm going to have a son soon, which is
why I celebrated my goal the way I did,” he
said. “Celebrating his arrival with a World
Cup goal is the best thing that can happen
to me. ... It brings me such happiness to be
blessed to be a father. The celebration was
for the baby and for all of the family.”

Colombia’s Pablo Armero performed a
rhythmic dance he does at every chance,
even for an Adidas ad. It became a sensa-
tion in Brazil called the “Armeration” after
he started doing it while playing for the
Brazilian club Palmeiras in 2010.

‘When Oribe Peralta scored on a putback
in Mexico’s opener, his mouth dropped
open and his arms began moving simul-
taneously as if he were performing bi-
ceps curls while running in triumph. He
dropped to both knees for a long slip-and-
slide on the wet grass.

Swarmed by teammates Dani Alves and
Fred, Brazil’s Neymar spread each arm
out to the side and gave himself wings to
soar across the field.

On Friday, the Oranje’s Robin van Persie
made a mad dash, teeth clenched, straight
to the sideline to high-five his coach and
teammates
after scoring
on a beautiful
diving header
in a §-1 win
over defend-
ing champion
Spain.  After
his second goal,
van Persie stuck
out his tongue and
did a leaping scis- o
sors kick. .

“The ones

laugh are the ones to go for because people
love to see that, especially when a team
‘works so hard to create a goal and they ac-
tually score,” Burke said. “A couple made
me smile and laugh.”

The knee slide has been among the most
popular exclamation point.

Chile’s Eduardo Vargas did it Friday, then
teammate Jorge Valdivia ran around with
his pointer fingers at his temples to signal
he’s crazy after scoring two minutes later.

Oscar of Brazil flopped
to the turf and wept
with his face to the
grass as the side-
line erupted. He
signaled a heart
with his hands.
“I just like when
the emotions come
and take me and you
& go from there,” said
American Mix
Diskerud, who
scored his first
international
goal in a May
' 27  exhibition
win against
Azerbajjan. “I
don’t really plan
any celebrations.
I don’t have any
somersaults or any-
thing like that.”
Italian  forward

Chile’s Eduardo
celebrates

CurisTopHE ENa/AP

Mario Balotelli is known for not celebrat-
ing after goals. But for the big ones, he
often lets loose.

Like when he took off his shirt and flexed
his muscles after scoring both goals in It-
aly’s win over Germany in the semifinals
of the 2012 European Championship. Or
when he gestured to the crowd after scor-
ing the winner against England in Italy’s
2-1 victory Saturday.

Obafemi Martins of the MLS Seattle
Sounders owns the acrobatic backflip.
Others without that same athleticism find
other ways.

Former Italy forward Alberto Gilardino
mimicked a violinist when he scored against
the United States at the 2006 World Cup.

In 1994, there was Brazil’s Bebeto “rock-
in’ the baby.”

At the 2002 World Cup in South Korea,
Ahn Jung-Hwan celebrated his tying goal
for South Korea in a draw with the U.S. by
swinging his arms and moving his legs in
a speedskating motion imitating American
Olympic star Apolo Anton Ohno. It came
about four months after Ohno captured his
first career gold medal in the 1,500-meter
short-track at the Salt Lake City Olym-
pics despite not crossing the finish line
first. South Korean Kim Dong-Sung was
disqualified.

In 1999, Liverpool star Robbie Fowler
got down on his knees and put his left hand
over his left nostril and simulated snorting
on a white line after scoring against Ever-
ton. The display brought him a four-match
suspension and fine.

‘Whether orchestrated or purely sponta-
neous, emotions are running high.

“Scoring a goal, no matter where it is, is
a huge feeling,” Diskerud said. “It’s just an
overwhelming feeling and you see 10 play-
ers chasing you to celebrate the goal you
scored with them.”



Pace 60 SEIRRER R

*STARS

AND STRIPES®

Friday, June 20, 2014

WORLD CUP

Some stars shining, others staying dim

By MIKE CORDER
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO — After
just one match each, Robin van
Persie and Lionel Messi have al-
ready equaled their goal tallies
from their previous two World
Cups combined.

Two of football’s biggest stars
are finally shining where it mat-
ters most.

While it has taken Van Persie
and Messi three tournaments
to find their feet, other strikers
seem to thrive on the pressure-
cooker atmosphere of the World
Cup from Day One.

Thomas Mueller, joint tourna-
ment top scorer with five in South
Africa four years ago, grabbed
a hat trick Monday as Germany
hammered Portugal 4-0.

‘And with the weight of the foot-
ball-loving host nation resting on
his slender shoulders, 22-year-
old Neymar slotted two goals in
his World Cup debut as Brazil
beat Croatia 3-1 in the tourna-
ment opener. Neymar failed to
score against Mexlco on Tuesday
thanks to The

by Guillermo Ochoa.
But the pressure that some

can’t seem to find their form, just
as they struggled four years ago.

Rooney worked hard, starting
out of position on the left wing,
but could not make the difference
for his team as England played
competitive football but ultimate-
ly lost 2-1 to Italy.

“Obviously we lost the game
but I was involved in the game,
could have scored, created the
goal and felt I had an influence,”
Rooney said.

And FIFA world player of the
year Ronaldo was a shadow of
the man who dominates for Real
Madrid.

Ronaldo had been struggling to
shake off a left knee injury going
into the match, but declared him-
self 100 percent fit. He left the
stadium without speaking to re-
porters, leaving his coach at a loss
to explain it.

“Cristiano played the whole
match,” Paulo Bento said. “We are
told that he is well physically.”
Associated Press writers covering the
World Cup contributed to this report.

MarTiN MEissNEr/AP

Robin van Persie controls the ball against Australia on Wednesday. Van Persie has
scored three goals in two games, but will miss the next match after receiving his second yellow card.

players thrive on seems to weigh
others down. Cristiano Ronaldo—
constantly paired against Messi
in the debate over the world’s best
player — continued his miserable
‘World Cup form. His only goal in
South Africa was in Portugal’s 7-
0 rout of North Korea, and he and
his team were shut out in their
first game in Brazil.

For Messi, getting his name on
the score sheet was an improve-
ment from four years ago, when
he left South Africa without a
goal. The Argentine wizard’s only
previous World Cup goal came in
Germany in 2006.

If Van Persie’s relative failure
in his first two World Cups — he
managed just one goal in the
Dutch charge to the 2010 final
and only one in Germany four
years earlier — was weighing on
his mind, it didn’t show in Salva-
dor on Friday, where he grabbed

two goals in his team’s 5-1 demoli-
tion of world champion Spain. He
also scored in the second half of
Wednesday’s win over Australia.

“He’s so mature that I don’t re-
ally think he’s thinking about that
a lot,” Dutch midfielder Nigel de
Jong said of Van Persie’s previ-
ous World Cup flops. “I don’t
think he looks at the statistics,
especially from the last couple of
tournaments.”

It wasn’t just that Van Persie
and Messi broke droughts, the
quality of their strikes lit up the
tournament.

Messi picked up the ball in the
65th minute against Bosnia at the
Maracana on Sunday, exchanged
a 1-2 with Gonzalo Higuain,
weaved his way past defenders
and curled a left-footed shot in off
the base of the post.

Van Persie ran under a 40-yard
pass from Daley Blind, glanced

up, saw Iker Casillas off his line
and dived full length to send a
looping header over the Spain
goalie.

“Considering the circum-
stances, it must be the goal of my
career,” the Manchester United
striker said.

The release of tension was pal-
pable for both players.

Van Persie sprinted along the
touch line to exchange a high
five with coach Louis van Gaal;
Messi tugged on his shirt, ran to
the edge of the pitch and pumped
his fist.

“I wanted to release all the
energy from other times when
things didn’t go right (with the
national team),” he said. “It’s al-
ways a pleasure to score with the
national team.”

Van Persie, however, will be
forced to sit out his team’s final
Group B match after earning his

second yellow card of the tourna-
ment on Wednesday for putting
his hand in the face of Australia’s
Matthew Spiranovic.

And Neymar isn’t the only
player excelling in his first World
Cup.

Karim Benzema, who wasn’t
picked for France four years ago,
nearly had a hat trick in his first
World Cup match, scoring two
and having a hand in an own goal
as Les Bleus beat Honduras 3-0.

Italy’s mercurial forward
Mario Balotelli marked his first
World Cup game by scoring the
winner for Italy against England.

“He’s a player with a huge
amount of talent and it seems like
he’s setting himself up to have a
great World Cup,” Italian football
federation president Giancarlo
Abete said.

Meanwhile, Portugal’s Ronaldo
and Wayne Rooney of England

Jon Super/AP

France’s Karim Benzema
celebrates after scoring Sunday
against Honduras. Four years
after not getting picked for the
squad, Benzema scored two
goals in his first game.

Germany’s Kroos often overlooked, but crucial

By NESHA STARCEVIC
The Associated Press

PORTO SEGURO, Germany — Toni
Kroos plays alongside so many star play-
ers that his own contribution is often over-
looked, both for his club and for Germany.

This World Cup could be his chance to
grab more of the spotlight.

Kroos’ strong performance in the 4-0
opening victory over Portugal was over-
shadowed by Thomas Mueller’s three
goals, but his statistics impressed even his
coaches, who have given him the role of
Germany’s main ball distributor.

It is something the Brazilians call “gar-
con,” or waiter, in their football terminol-
ogy, and Kroos is happy to play that role
on the field.

Even Kroos was surprised to have cov-
ered 7.27 miles during the match in Sal-
vador’s sweltering heat, while having an

MATTHIAS SCHRADER/AP

Germany'’s Toni Kroos could get a chance
in the spotlight after his statistics in a
4-0 win against Portugal impressed his
coaches.

88-percent passing accuracy.
“Iusually don’t run that much, true,” the
Bayern Munich midfielder said Wednes-

day. But he was not surprised by his pass-
ing rate.

“That’s what my role is all about and I
like making my teammates look good,” he
said. “I don’t mind doing the ‘waiter’ part
on the field, but not at dinner time.”

Germany’s assistant coach Hansi Flick
said Kroos’ “development has been great.”

“He protects the ball well, he opens up
the game with his passing and he gives as-
sists. He’s played at a very high level all
season. The only area where he could im-
prove is scoring,” Flick said.

Kroos’ talent was recognized early and
he was chosen as the best player at the
2007 Under-17 World Cup, when Germany
finished third.

He moved to Bayern when he was 16
and later spent 18 months on loan at Bayer
Leverkusen before returning. He has been
a regular since Pep Guardiola took over
one season ago, although his teammates
Arjen Robben and Franck Ribery, to name

just a couple, hog the attention.

Kroos helped Bayern win the Champi-
ons League in 2013, and domestic doubles
the past two seasons.

He was on Germany’s 2010 squad, but
was given a bigger role in coach Joachim
Loew’s team during qualifying for Bra-
zil, when he scored three goals in seven
games.

Kroos, whose brother is a defender for
Werder Bremen, has a powerful shot from
distance and is dangerous on set pieces.
His corner set up Germany’s second goal
against Portugal.

The 24-year-old German says he is happy
to play both as a defensive midfielder or a
more attacking position.

“During a match, I am to be found in both
areas anyway. I help in the defense, but I
try to attack, too, and provide the decisive
pass. I also try not to lose the ball and allow
the opponent to run counterattacks.”
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Mandzukie, Croatia
eliminate Cameroon

By CHR1s LEHOURITES
The Associated Press

MANAUS, Brazil — Mario
Mandzukic scored two goals
Wednesday to keep Croatia in
the mix at the World Cup with a
4-0 win over 10-man Cameroon,
which will be going home after
the group stage.

Mandzukic, who returned to
the team at the Arena da Amazo-
nia after sitting out the opening
loss to Brazil through suspension,
headed in a corner from Danijel
Pranjic in the 61st minute and
then knocked in a rebound in the
73rd of the Group A game.

Ivan Perisic also scored one
goal and set up another for Ivica
Olic.

Cameroon was reduced to 10
men after midfielder Alex Song
was given a red card for elbow-

off-the-ball incident in the 40th
minute.

The team started without the
injured Samuel Eto’o, the team’s
best player.

Croatia now has its future in
its own hands. If the 1998 World
Cup semifinalists beat Mexico
on Monday, they will guarantee
themselves a spot in the second
round. The Mexicans will ad-
vance with only a draw.

Cameroon is out, however, and
can only play spoiler in its final
match against five-time cham-
pion Brazil, also on Monday. If
the 1990 World Cup quarterfinal-
ists beat Brazil, the host country
could still advance or be forced
out of the tournament on goal
difference.

Song is the cousin of Cameroon
great Rigobert Song, one of only
two players to be sent off at two

ing Mandzukic in the back in an  different World Cups.
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Haly’s Claudio Marchisio scores the opening goal against England on Saturday. Marchisio and his
teammates completed 93.2 percent of their passes, according to Opta Sports.

A pass-ive approach

ltaly keeps ball moving to deal with heat

By ANDREW DAMPF
The Associated Press

MANGARATIBA, Brazil
all it tik-Italia.

Ttaly has taken Spain’s
famed “tiki-taka” system
and revamped it to deal

with Brazil’s heat and humidity.

The Azzurri mesmerized Eng-
land by completing an astounding
93.2 percent of their passes dur-
ing a 2-1 win on Saturday accord-
ing to data company Opta Sports
— the highest accuracy recorded
in a World Cup match since the
statistic began to be recorded in
1966. The previous record be-
longed to Denmark at 92.7 per-
cent from a 6-1 win over Uruguay
in 1986, according to Opta.

FIFA, however, gave Italy an
89-percent passing completion.

For long stretches, Italy’s mid-
fielders simply passed the ball
back and forth between them-
selves. It was a strategic decision
to deal with stifling conditions
at the tournament’s Amazonian
venue of Manaus.

Expect more of it on Friday
when the Azzurri face Costa Rica
in Recife, where kickoff could
come under a torrid sun at 1 p.m.
local time.

“(Coach Cesare) Prandelli
invented our style of play by
adapting to our characteristics,”
midfielder Daniele De Rossi ex-
plained Tuesday. “We don’t have
players that make runs for 40 or
S50 meters without touching the
ball. We get the ball to our most
skillful players without squeezing

ITALIA

Group D
Italy vs. Costa Rica
FN-Sports
5:30 p.m. Friday CET
12:30 a.m. Saturday JKT

the energy out of them.

“It’s very hot and our way of
playing takes less effort,” De
Rossi added. “I've seen squads
that after a half hour are running
at 2 kilometers per hour.”

No wonder Prandelli used five
midfielders against England in a
4-1-4-1 formation.

De Rossi lined up just in front of
the defense, and wingers Antonio
Candreva and Claudio Marchi-
sio surrounded central midfield-
ers Marco Verratti and Andrea
Pirlo.

By the time Italy scored the
opening goal Saturday, England
didn’t know how to react.

On a corner, Candreva made a
short pass to Verratti who slipped
the ball across the pitch toward
Pirlo, who stepped over it to fool
the defense and let Marchisio find
the target from beyond the area.

“We’ve had a strong midfield
for many years now and this
one is especially rich with play-
ers who have different qualities

MarT DunHam/AP

Italy head coach Cesare
Prandelli gestures from the
touchline during Saturday’s
Group D match against England
at the Arena da Amazonia in
Manaus, Brazil. ltaly won 2-1.

and complement each other,” De
Rossi said.

Pirlo is the player with the most
touches (117) and passes (108) so
far at the World Cup, according
to Opta. He completed 103 passes
with only five failed deliveries
against England. De Rossi com-
pleted 99 passes,
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Reign by Spain comes to surprising halt

Defending champs’ world rule over
as loss to Chile ends title chances

By GrRAHAM DUNBAR
The Associated Press

RIO DE JANEIRO— With its
superstars aging and its loyal
coach slow to blend in young tal-
ent, Spain’s glorious reign as the
superpower of world football was
bound to end.

The Spanish weren’t favored to
repeat as World Cup champions.
But few expected the utter col-
lapse that ended Wednesday with
a 2-0 loss Chile, knocking Spain
from contention and ending the
run of the greatest team of the
century.

Chile’s pace and skill produced
a dominating win similar to so
many Spanish victories over the
past six years. Spain was out-
played, out-run and out-fought.

The 5-1 beating by the Nether-
lands Friday was shocking and
foretold where coach Vicente
del Bosque’s team was heading:
Home.

“If you think about everything
accomplished, and you told me
we would be eliminated in group
stage, I wouldn’t believe you,” del
Bosque said.

“We have no excuses. It’s a sad
day for all of the players.”

Six of Spain’s squad has played
at least 100 national team games
while winning the 2010 World
Cup and the European Champi-
onships in 2008 and 2012.

“Success is not eternal,” said
Chile coach Jorge Sampaoli,
whose hyperactive energy around
the dugout was shared by his
team. “This generation could not
continue with that success and
you can understand it.”

“It’s very special the fact we
were able to play today against
the World Cup champions the
way we did,” Sampaoli said, and
“eliminate them with courage, in-
tensity and attack.”

Del Bosque acknowledged that
his players were “too slow, timid
from the start.”

“We thought we were in good
shape, it was tough to even choose
the 11 players that would line up,
but the reality was quite differ-
ent,” Del Bosque said. “The sec-
ond half against Holland and the
first half against Chile were like a
weight crashing down on us.”

Chile twice came close to scor-
ing in the first 90 seconds, and led
in the 20th minute when Eduardo
Vargas finished a slick move of
incisive passing that was truly
Spanish in its execution.

The second followed in the
43th when Spain goalkeeper Iker
Casillas punched a free kick to
the feet of Charles Aranguiz, who
fired a rising shot right back past
the veteran captain, who took
much of the blame for the loss to
the Netherlands.

“I only ask fans for forgiveness,
we did everything we could,” said
Casillas. The 33-year-old came
to the World Cup after a second
straight season as second-choice
goalkeeper at Real Madrid and
a glaring error in its Champions
League final win last month.

Spain came to Brazil with a
very similar — but older — team
to the 2010 squad. They added
Brazilian-born striker Diego
Costa, but he failed to score and
was substituted in both matches.

Spain’s “tiki-taka” style of
play — keeping the ball for long
stretches with short passes, and
only shooting when you had a clear
opening — had not been working
as well in recent years. Brazil de-
feated Spain 3-0 in last summer’s
Confederations Cup final, a warm-
up for the World Cup.

Spain became the third straight
European defending World Cup
champion to flop in the group
stage. France in 2002 and Italy

four years ago also failed to ad-
vance, or even win a match.

Spain’s players agreed that they
did not read their opponents well,
or know when to clamp down and
control the games through keep-
ing possession as it has been
known to do.

“The  commitment wasn’t
there,” said Casillas, who owned
up to perhaps his two worst per-
formances in 156 appearances
for Spain. “From the very first
moment everything went awry.”

Spain can at least end that
streak in a consolation game
Monday against Australia. Chile
and the Netherlands will play to
decide the Group B winner. Both
will advance to the final 16 knock-
out round, but the winner will be

seeded higher.

“We didn’t know how to main-
tain our hunger or that conviction
needed to win a tournament. The
Jjoyandsuccesswe’veexperienced
is over,” veteran Xabi Alonso said.
“We lost our knowhow, which has
helped us win so many of these
important games. It doesn’t feel
like our other tournaments.”

Alonso, who along with Casil-
las and Xavi may have seen their
international careers come to an
end, said Spain was not mentally
prepared for Brazil, while the
team’s physical state was not at
its peak either.

“We didn’t do anything different
to what we did in South Africa or
the two Euros,” said forward Fer-
nando Torres, ineffective as a sec-

Manu Fernanpez/AP

Spain’s Sergio Busquets reacts after missing a chance to score against Chile on Wednesday.

ond-half substitute. “We came with
the same mentality, approaching
the games the same way.”

Torres also said Spain was “just
not good enough.”

Perhaps the Euro 2012 final
was the high point of the era:
A 4-0 dismantling of Italy on a
similarly balmy evening in Kiev,
Ukraine.

Then, the team was joined in
locker-room celebrations by Crown
Prince Felipe. He could not be in
Rio de Janeiro. One hour after the
match ended in the Maracana, at
midnight in Madrid, he formally
became king upon the abdication
of his father, Juan Carlos.

On Thursday, Spain woke up to
anew king, but no longer rulers of
world football.

Dutch top Aussies, clinch spot in knockout round

Jon Super/AP

Australia’s Mark Bresciano, left, tries
to keep up with the Netherlands’ Arjen
Robben on Wednesday.

By Curis BRummITT
The Associated Press

PORTO ALEGRE, Brazil — Louis van
Gaal can pinpoint the moment he knew his
Netherlands team would be able to hold off
Australia and secure the win that ultimate-
ly put the Oranje through to the knockout
rounds of the World Cup.

With just over 20 minutes to go in a fran-
tic, seesawing match, Australia missed a
golden chance to take a 3-2 lead.

Sitting on the bench, van Gaal saw that
as the sign and turned to his assistant
coaches to tell them.

“I said to Patrick Kluivert and Danny
Blind, ‘We’re going to win this match be-
cause if they miss that kind of chance, we
will score the goal.””

Seconds later, he was proved right. From
the very next attack, substitute Memphis
Depay drove a swerving, speculative shot
toward the goal from 25 yards. Austra-

lian goalkeeper Maty Ryan didn’t sight it
early enough and the ball shot past his out-
stretched right hand.

It capped a game that intensified sudden-
ly when a 20th-minute solo run and strike
by Arjen Robben was canceled out seconds
later by a stunning volley from Australia’s
inspirational veteran Tim Cahill.

Australia then went ahead with a sec-
ond-half penalty, only for Robin Van Persie
to equalize four minutes later.

The result left the Netherlands, which
thrashed defending champion Spain 5-1 in
its opening game, on the verge of advanc-
ing from Group B. That was confirmed
a few hours later when Chile beat Spain,
knocking the 2010 World Cup winners and
Australia out of contention.

“Bitterly disappointing,” Australia man-
ager Ange Postecoglou said. “Just for the
players, they were magnificent. They took
it to a world-class team. Full credit to
them, but I just feel bitterly disappointed

they weren’t able to get some reward out
of it today. We came to this World Cup and
we're playing against three of the best na-
tions in the world.”

When Robben opened the scoring, giv-
ing him a third goal for the tournament,
another rout seemed to be in the works.
But that was only for only a matter sec-
onds, with Australia equalizing after Ryan
McGowan sent a long, looping pass from
the midfield to Cahill, who volleyed over
Jasper Cillessen onto the underside of the
bar in one of the best goals of the tourna-
ment so far.

“Most games are decided on moments
and we had out moments,” Postecoglou
said. “We could have gone 3-2 up and we
really had momentum at that time. And
unfortunately Matty Lekic just couldn’t get
the right purchase on it to put it away.”

Van Persie, who has scored three goals
in the tournament, will miss the next game
after drawing his second yellow card.
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The United States’ Jozy Altidore grimaces after pulling up injured during Monday’s match

DoLores OcHoa/AP

against Ghana.

The American striker has been ruled out of Sunday’s game against Portugal with a strained hamstring.

Altidore won't face Portugal

By RoNaLp BLum
The Associated Press

SAO PAULO — U.S. forward
Jozy Altidore will miss Sunday’s
World Cup game against Portu-
gal because of his strained left
hamstring.

Altidore was hurt in the 21st
minute of Monday’s 2-1 win over
Ghana.

“It’s bad news, but I think the
team will handle this,” midfielder
Jermaine Jones said Thursday.
“We have to handle that.”

U.S. team spokesman Michael
Kammarman did not reveal the
severity of the strain, but said
Thursday the Americans were
hopeful Altidore can return at
some point during the tourna-
ment. The U.S. completes the first
round against three-time cham-

pion Germany on June 26.

“We're extremely bummed for
him and the team, but we bring
23 players and so this is just a
chance for somebody to step up,”
midfielder Kyle Beckerman said.

Aron Johannsson replaced Al-
tidore for the second half against
Ghana. Chris Wondolowski is the
other striker in the squad who
could join Clint Dempsey in the
attack.

“I'would say there’s a lot of sim-
ilarities,” Beckerman said. “They
both help the team in offense, de-
fense. They do a lot of stuff that’s
not on the stat sheet. They’re both
tricky with the ball, and they both
have a nose for goal.”

Johannsson, a 23-year-old who
was born in Mobile, Ala., and
grew up in Iceland, scored 26
goals last season for AZ Alkmaar

in the Netherlands. Wondolowski,
a 3l-year-old Californian, led
Major League Soccer with 18
regular-season goals in 2010 and
27 in 2012 and tied for lead with
16 in 2011.

“Wondo is more the finisher
in the box,” Jones said. “Aron is
more maybe the guy who’s good
with the ball and tries to go one
against one.”

Dempsey has not decided
whether he will wear a mask to
protect his nose, which was bro-
ken during the Ghana game by
John Boye’s shin to his face dur-
ing a battle for a header in the
31st minute.

Defender Matt Besler, who left
the Ghana match at halftime be-
cause of a sore hamstring, should
be available for Sunday’s game in
Manaus, Kammarman said.

Teammate says
Ronaldo fit for US

The Associated Press

CAMPINAS, Brazil — Portugal’s Cristiano Ron-
aldo is fully fit to play against the United States in
their crucial Group G match at the World Cup, a
teammate said Wednesday.

Ronaldo needed an ice pack for his troublesome
left knee during the day’s earlier training session,
once again raising concerns about the world player
of the year’s fitness.

But backup goalkeeper Beto said the Real Ma-
drid star would be ready for the showdown with the
United States on Sunday in the Amazon rain forest
capital of Manaus.

“Cristiano is 100 percent fit to play. Every match,
if he starts to play, it is because he is fit to play, he’s
ready to play,” Beto insisted. “He loves football but
his body is the most important thing for him ... so if
he starts a match he is ready, he is fit, so I don’t think
that is a problem.”

Portugal was humiliated in a 4-0 defeat by Germa-
ny in their World Cup opener. Ronaldo was doubtful
to play before that game, but declared himself fit.
He went on to produce a subdued performance.

Ronaldo has been hampered by tendinitis and a
muscle injury since before the tournament, creating
plenty of speculation about how he would perform
in Brazil.

Beto said the 29-year-old Real Madrid forward
was “sick of reading things about him that are not
true”.

Though his knee had been bandaged in previ-

PauLo DuarTe/AP

Cristiano Ronaldo leaves Wednesday’s training
with ice on his left knee. Portugal plays the U.S. in
Group G on Sunday needing a victory.

ous training sessions, Ronaldo started without one
Wednesday. After some light work with the rest
of the first team, followed by some stretching, the
world player of the year had the knee ice-packed.

The rout against Germany means Portugal badly
needs a victory over a United States team that made
a winning start to the tournament, beating Ghana
2-1.

showed back line has depth

FROM BACK PAGE

that they are more than capable
of handling different things, and
we have size, strength, speed
back there as well.”

While starter Matt Besler was
removed for the second half of
Monday’s victory in Natal as a
precaution because of a tight right
hamstring, John Brooks showed
he is a reliable fill-in — and deliv-
ered the game-winner on a head-
er in the 86th minute. Besler’s leg
is expected to be fine by Sunday,
coach Jurgen Klinsmann said.

Left back DaMarcus Beasley
became the first U.S. player to
appear in four World Cups. In a
wide-open game, right back Fa-
bian Johnson didn’t show quite
the same ability to get forward
as he did in warm-up matches.
Center back Geoff Cameron was
a steadying force.

“I thought they did extremely
well with the unexpected chang-
es. I think all of the guys did very
well together,” midfielder Gra-
ham Zusi said. “I thought Cam
was an absolute monster back
there for us. He found himself in
great spots to clear some really
dangerous balls. (Besler), when
he was in there, was as solid as
ever, and Brooksie came in and
obviously did his part as well,
and got that eventual game-win-
ner. And the outside guys, Beas
and Fabian, were their old selves,
getting up and down the line, as
dangerous as ever.”

For many of the Americans,
being a bunch of World Cup first-
timers hardly seems to matter.
Only six players on Klinsmann’s
23-man roster were on the 2010
U.S. team in South Africa.

That attitude stems partly from
the fact Klinsmann has down-
played the youth issue from Day
1, refusing to let it be an excuse or
something to even give a second
thought. Klinsmann insisted from
the moment his team reported to
training camp at Stanford, Calif.,
on May 14 that he was uncon-

By the numbers

6

Number of players
on the United States’
23-man World Cup
roster who were on the
team during the 2010
tournament in South Africa.

cerned about the back four’s lack
of experience.

“There’s always a first time
in life in whatever you do,” said
Klinsmann, who gave the Ameri-
cans a day off from training
Wednesday to enjoy time with
family and friends in Sao Paulo
before returning to the field
Thursday. “It’s for some the first
World Cup, though it’s the first
of hopefully many World Cups to
come for them.”

After Clint Dempsey scored
30 seconds in, Ghana was forced
into attack mode — making the
defense work.

Cameron has shifted to cen-
ter back from his position on the
right for Stoke and seems unfazed
by the change in responsibilities.
Sporting Kansas City defender
Besler had experience playing
alongside Cameron previously.

The defensive unit keeps mak-
ing strides the more it’s on the
field together.

“Just with practicing, experi-
ence, the different movements,
understanding each  other’s
game,” Besler said. “All three
games of the sendoff series were
important, but the Nigeria game
‘was most important, with the way
that we played, the way that we
came out, defended as a team.
We gained confidence from that
game.”

d

Ricaroo MazaLan/AP

Center back Geoff Cameron was a steadying force for the U.S. as it
opened Group G play with a 2-1 victory over Ghana on Monday.
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Young US defense does job against Ghana, 7
faces stiff test from Portugal's Ronaldo =~ &® =

By Janie McCAULEY US vs. Portugal
The Associated Press AFN-Sports
SAOPAULO [\ 11:30 p.m. Sunday CET

fter one game and one im- 6:30 a.m. Monday JKT
pressive victory, the U.S. de-
fense is holding its own. win against Ghana. The victory greatly in-

Slowing down world player creased their odds of advancing out of a tal-
of the year Cristiano Ronaldo on Sun-  ented Group G, which earned the nickname
day in Manaus figures to be a far “Group of Death” the moment the draw
stiffer test for this young group. came out.
For all the times the Ameri- “These 23 players, I think we all deserve to
cans heard how inexperienced be here, really,” midfielder Alejandro Bedoya
their back line would be head- said Tuesday. “We’ve earned that right to play
ing into the World Cup, they’re  here. All these players have shown through-
riding high with confidence out training camp in Stanford and all that
after Monday’s 2-1 opening SEE WALL ON PAGE 63




